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TO THE 



RIGHT EBVEREl^iD 



CHARLES JAMES, 



LORD BISHOP OF CHESTER. 



My Lord, 

In commending the following 
pages to your protection^ . I am gratified by 
the opportunity of oflTdnng this tribute to 
your merits ^ a Sdiobr «nd Dirine. and of 
expressing my congratulations upon that 
elevation of rank, which they are so emi^ 
nently calculated to illustrate and adorn. 

Should these Discourses be thought to 
promote in any degree the diffiision of reH- 
gious feelings, I shall be proud that they 
justify your Lordship's permission to prefix 



yi DEDICATIONw 

your name, and ever reflect with pleasure 
that you authorized their introduction to 
the public under your sanction. 

I have the honor to be. 
My Lord, 
Your obligied and obedient Servant,, 

BENJ. T. H. COLE. 

Warbkton Parsonage, 

July, 1824. : 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



The Sermons here presented to the public 
were composed at various times; and the 
Author's principal intention was to place in 
a clear and intelligible light the necessity of 
those three great requisites for forming the 
Christian character — Humility, Faith, and 
Obedience. He trusts, therefore, that they 
may be found useful in enforcmg the union 
of belief and practice, and the conviction 
that they contribute to that end, will amply 
repay him for his humble exertions in the 
cause of Christianity. 
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SERMON I. 



LUKE XVII. 17. 

Were there not ten cleansed, but where are the nine? 

Many and various are the directions con- 
tained in Scripture for our edification, all 
proceeding from the same fountain of life 
and light, the Spirit of truth and love. What- 
ever Prophets have proclaimed and Apostles 
taught: whatever has been veiled in the 
types and mysteries of the Law, or more 
openly displayed under the Gospel dispensa- 
tion, aU bear the stamp of the same divine 
original, all tend to accomplish the same 
great end, the mstruction, sanctification, and 
salvation of mankind. Every precept, every 
parable, every separate or connected remark 
has its peculiar utility; while they unite to 
impress upon the mind, as the foundation 
and frame-work of our spiritual temple, the 
necessity of humility, iaith, and obedience. 
The moralist may plume himself upon the 



correctness of his views^ and the. consistency 
of his conduct ; and^ taking human laws or 
the voice of nature for his guide, may claim 
and receive the meed of human approbation ; 
but unless thfe "love of Christ worketh in 
him, to -will and to do/' unless he has learned 
to cast behind him the pomp, the pleasure, 
and the pride of life, and to consider every 
act of duty simply as the test of obedience 
to that adorable Mediator wha died to re- 
deem him, the thoughts of his heart are vain, 
and his deeds perish with him. However 
great the sacrifices which we have made in 
order to promote the happiness of others ; 
however numerous our self-denials, it is 
upon our faith alone, as the active principle 
of these works df obedience, that we depend 
for final acceptance: and he who has opened 
in Shiloh a fountain for uncleanness^ com- 
mends the sincere and active beUever with 
irresistible eloquence to the mercy of the 
Eternal, by his own unspotted life and meri- 
torious death. Not, however, every degree 
and mode of belief is effectual to save ; nor 
are temporary and incidental services suffi- 
cient to prove the strength and ardour of 
our attachment. Faith is required to be 
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constant and persevering ; to I'egillate the 
thoughts, the temper, and the affectrans^^ to 
guide the reason, to purify the heart. Fronl 
its very nature it is gradual and progressive $ 
and if, in its early stages it introduces us to 
fhat Alriiighty One whose "fevor is life," 

■ 

as we advance to the consummation of ou^ 
&^pes, it ensures us a participation of that 
nnbounded loving-kindness, whk^h is « better 
than life itself" 

These remarks are feroibly illustrated by 
the miraculous cure of the ten lepers related 
m St. Luke ; md their history at the samef 
iime affords a lamentable proof of the feeMe- 
Aei^ of human gmtitude, and the ^nerial itir 
^bffity of our purposes. 

Lejaosy tounino™ to 64r fcappy dtoe. 
but it was common to the eastern nations, 
stkd of 3 nature so loalthsome and infecl^us, 
that thbt^ who were afflicted With it were 
forUdden by the law of Moses from entering 
into any of the cities of Jtidah. A company 
of men thus deeply and heavily afflicted ha^ 
peculiar claims upon' tl^ mild and cbii^pas- 
sk)nate Jesus^ ^ho readily attended to their^ 
united pi*ayer, that he ^' i^ouM have mercy 
apon them and heal them." Dei^¥ous, how^ 
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ever, that every ordinance which had been 
established for the protection of the commu- 
nity should be strictly ftdfilled, he did not 
heal them upon the spot; but directed them 
to go and shew themselves to the priest, 
whose duty it was to inspect the patient and 
certify the cure ; thereby inculcating a re- 
vetJce f<» the laws of L coontiy, as well 
.5 making trial of their obedience Had he 
performed the miracle immediately upon 
SLir request, such an injunction wo Jdtove 
been useless. The first motion of their own 
minds would have been to have complied 
with the Mosaic command, for they could 
not regain admittance iiito society without 
the testimony of those who ministered about 
the altar. But he desired them to go, while 
they were yet in their uncleanness. If they 
reaUy believed in his divme power they 
would obey; and their obedience was re- 
warded by their cure. ''It came to pass 
that as they went, they were cleansed.'' 
Their cleansing was not delayed until they 
had come to the priest, lest the perform- 
ance should be attributed to him; but it 
was accomplished at a moment when no 
doubt could be entertained of its author; 



and in a manner which greatly increased its 
glory. As they were not permitted to 
approach him, the cure could not be per- 
fected in consequence of any outward ap- 
plication ; and its not taking place till they 
were out of sight shewed that, present, or 
absent, the powers of heaven waited upon 
his will; that he was omnipresent as weU as 
omnipotent, and had an universal insight 
into the secrets of the human heart. 

Let us now enquire what effect this 
merciM deliverance had upon the lepers 
themselves. That it was followed by 
marks of the liveliest joy, attended with 
mutual congratulations^ cannot be doubted ; 
and we should also suppose, that in the 
warmth of their gratitude, they instantly re- 
tamed to their deUverer thik&l J the 
unmerited mercy which they had experi-^ 
eneed, aad acknowledging their eonvi^ 
that he was indeed '' that prophet which 
should come into the world." The evan- 
gelist informs us, that '' one of them, when 
he saw that he was healed, turned back, and 
with a loud voice, glorified God, and fell 
down on his face at his feet, giving him 
thanks: and he was a Samaritan." Ten 
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hi@ mexfsy, w4 ep^victU^ of Jils power ; only 
onQ retupyed po ackpQ|!ir],edge his 3aTwr> 
ap4 powr pHt; % fuln§^ of a gmfesM b.«y*, 
N^e V^r/^ IpraelilfcjBp, pf tjip fieie4 of Abra- 
}fffm, <^§ heini of jthp prpiois^, the ehos^ 
of t^ Most W^h ; one was ao alien and an 
pp^c^ctt' The i4oe had eontmual access to 
ike wir^tiiigs of the prophets, and worshijp- 
ped^ by dime eommimd, in the temple of 
tbejr <jrod : one was led astray by the cor- 
rupt faraditipns c^his f&thefa, axid prostrated 
hiinself b^(ve an altar built in direct defi- 
mce of the declared will of the Most High. 
Those to whom a purer revelation was vouck- 
ea&d, who looked at that preoise pmod for 
the coming of the Son of David, and who 
evidently believed the report, that Jesus of 
Nazareth was the Anointed of the Lord, re^ 
fiuied to pay him the Jionor which was his due, 
even after su<^ practical experience of his 
identity; he who lived in constant breach 
of the divine command, his adversary in re- 
li^ous tenets, his enemy by birth, cast from 
him every personal apd national prejudice, 
and returned in haste, with a loud voice pro- 
claiming his glory. 



Well did the Saviour of the world know 
that the baser pasdons of the soul prevented 
those from returning, who, as Israelites, 
should have been foremost in their grati- 
tude, and most ardent in their faith ; and he 
g^ve utterance to this just but mild rebuib^, 
" Were there not ten cleansed, but where 
are the nine ? there are not found to give 
glory to God save this stranger/* A general 
habit of ingratitude, fear of their rulers 
who had denounced all that should believe 
on him, or a total indifference to any but 
selfish feelings, made them only anxious to 
fulfil the obligations of the law, in order 
that they might be restored to the rights of 
society ; while he who was most obnoxious 
to punishment as a natural enemy, and the 
least likely to meet with protection against 
the &naticism of the Jewish magistrates, 
braved every danger in order to perform a 
sacred duty ; and most plainly shewed, that 
his faith was not subservient to curcum- 
stances, or regulated by the prospect of 
temporal prosperity, but founded upon that 
rock which no tempests could shake, and 
most anxious to make public profession of its 
sincerity. 
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The merciful Jesus was never weary of 
bestowing; and the humble believer can 
never fail of his reward. To the prayers of 
the afflicted lepers, he granted cleansing 
from bodily imperfections : to the penitent 
and prostrate disciple,, he grants the cleans** 
mg of the spirit. *' And he said unto him, 
arise, go thy way ; thy faith hath made thee 
whole." They were all delivered from the 
stain ,of leprosy in consequence of such a 
degree of faith, as led them to obey a present 
command, in the hope of an immediate be- 
nefit ; but he who returned, his mouth filled 
with the praises of his Creator, and his heart 
humbled in the presence of his God, received 
from the lips of his Saviour the assurance of 
that remission of mental impurities which is 
never denied to a true and lively faith ; — 
such a faith as leads us to the feet of the 
blessed' Jesus with the innocence of child- 
hood, listening with the same teachable dis- 
position to the lessons of our Redeemer. 

We leam from this relation, how ready 
God is at all times to attend to the prayers 
of his afflicted creatures ; how vast is the 
difference between a spurious and a real 
faith — a momentary impulse and a permar 
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nent conviction; and that those who are 
truly gratefiil for benefits already received, 
will continue to enjoy additional proofs of 
the Divine protection and goodness, until 
they are flilfilled with all spiritual grace and 
heavenly benediction. 

It does not appear that these lepers were 
at all prepared, either by their temper of 
mind, or their previous habits of life, to be 
proper objects of their Saviour's beneficence. 
People who are outcasts fi*om the pale of 
society, have certainly no strong pubUc mo- 
tive to be watchful over their moral conduct, 
or circumspect in their conversation. A 
soUtary individual might indeed be recaUed 

judgment, and led to seek for consolation 
and hope where alone they are to be found : 
but ten such persons assembled together 
were likely, by mutual complaints, to irritate 
the malevolent passions, and to add fuel to 
the flame. Their conversation would pro- 
bably turn upon the gulph placed between 
themselves and the rest of their brethren, 
whence hatred and envy would be engen- 
dered, and perhaps violent resolutions formed 
to make themselves amends by robbery and 
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farpe for the accidents of fortune. The 
softer affections would be deadened by want 
of social iqtercoip^ie, and ^ spirit of general 
^flfiity substituted for them. Thus unhap* 
pily circumstanoed^ these ten persons heard 
of the wonderful works of Christ Jesus, wh0 
went about healing the sick, casting out 
devils, and removing every kind of disease ; 
and that hope* so conunon to ntan, which is 
never blind to the remotest prospect of al- 
leviation, induced them to apply to him for 
relief A very slight degree of feith was 
necessary to make them persist in their first 
determination, and obey his directions to go 
and shew themselves to the priests Their 
situation could not be made worse by the 
trial ; their time was of no value; and, if the 
experiment succeeded, they would at once 
be restored to all that constitutes the hap- 
piness of man below, their rights as citissens, 
their kindred and their, home. Such, pro* 
bably, were the considerations which in- 
fluenced them and regulated their conduct* 
In how gracious a light doe$ this reflection 
place the loving-kindness of our merciful 
Kedeemer, who suffered them not to ask a 
second time, although he must have per- 
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^ptly jkHOWR and appreeiafed ihe motives 
of their request. His word had gcme forth ; 
his {HToisb^ iare nevpr to be brokep.— t" Ask 
i^nd ye shall have; knock and it shall be 
opened unto you." He does not in the 
first instance require an implicit faith. A 
mind so f&r divested of prejudice^ as to en- 
quire earnestly and hcHiestly after revealed 
truths, is sure to receive assistance from 
9.bQve, iand to be further stimulated to reli« 
^ous pursuits by the consolations of the 
Spirit. The gate is open to all. Let not 
then tJie poor imagine that they have no 
part in the blessings of the Gospel ; let them 
not be c^st down because they feel within 
ibemselves no violent emotion, carrying them 
wte^Mbly fi>rwa«l to the foot of the altar. 
The chief ends of the Messiah's coming are 
thus set forth by the prophet Isaiah, speak- 
ing in the person of Christ.^— *' The spirit of 
the Lord is upon me; because the Lord 
hath anointed me to preach good tidings 
unto the pieek^ hQ hath sent me to bind up 
th^ broken-hearted, to proclsdm liberty to 
the c^iptives, and the opening of the prison 
to them that are bound ; to preach the ac- 
ceptable year of the Lord." And Jesus, in 
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answer to the disciples o^ John, gave it as 
one of the strongest proofe that he was in- 
deed the promised seed, that " the poor had 
the gospel preached to them." And they 
may rest perfectly satisfied, that every one 
who diligently and with pious intentions en- 
quires after the means of his salvation, will 
be led, by the grace of God, into the way of 
eternal Ufe ; and wiU contimiaUy be strength- 
ened with such divine assistance as will 
enable hun to persevere in the pursuit. 
The Holy Spirit never acts violently and 
irresistibly, as if binding in chains the human 
will, but proposes Religion to our view in her 
most winning and engaging form ; suggests 
continual motives to her love ; and leads us 
onward, by gentle gradations, until we have 
entirely surrendered to her our mind and 
our heart. 

But if we are truly zealous in the cause 
of our Creator, if we desire to approach 
him with something more than the homage 
of the lips, we shall begin by divesting our- 
selves of those overweening anxieties which 
constantly rise up in our path like thorns, 
and choke the good seed of the word, 
Man is, generally speaking, a selfish being ; 
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and when we consider the present constitu- 
tion of society, the little regard that is com- 
monly paid to any thing but personal com- 
forts, and the exclusive attention given by 
persons of every rank and situation to the 
marks of temporal prosperity, we shall see 
less reason to wonder at the habits of the 
interested, and stronger inducements to keep 
unwearied watch over our passions, and to 
"pray without ceasing" that we may be 
delivered firom temptations which so easily 
beset us. In time of danger or calamity, 
when the storm threatens firom a distance^ 
or when the diseases of the body have weak- 
ened and brought low the energies of the 
soul, we run for relief wherever there is the 
shghtest prospect of obtaining it :. we be- 
think ourselves of the glross neglect of which 
we have been guilty, in regard to the most 
important duties, and ^' get us to our God 
right humbly." Misfortune is at once the 
chastisement and the corrective of the soul. 
But when our troubles are at an end, when 
we have outlived the wholesome terrors of 
the Lord, the past appears but as a dread&l 
dream ; and the chastening, as well as the 
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good resolutions ctiiiseqaeiit upon it^ Me 
alike consigned to oblit ion. 

While the lepers i^d any thing to eXr 
pect» thej W0re not only loud and impor- 
tutitatci in theit requests, but ready to listen 
and to obey. When their prayers had been 
granted, and l^eir infirmities heaftedy every 
grateftil emotion appears to bave been ab- 
sorbed in selfish consid^tttibns ; and th«t 
humility and fiuth which had sprung tip 
and flourished in adverfflty, w»e quickly 
withered under the scorching sunshine of 
prosperity. A real and efficacious fidth, my 
brethren, is indifferent to the change of 
timies and seasons ; in adversity, it prays for 
strength of mind and enduring patience;' 
under happier auspices, it offers up itsf 
fervent petition for obedient passions, and 
a will regulated and restraitied by the re- 
tealed laws of the Eternal. It refers to the 
Almighty Father of the universe, the origin 
of every good and every perfect gift ; and 
having ascertained the sourcp firom which 
all our blessings flow, it hastens with the 
poor Samaritan to perform the most impe- 
rious duty 6f the spiritual debtor, MA pour 
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faith the effiislon of its gratitude at the feet 
of its Benefactor and its God. A spiuious 
£ath is clamorous in puUic and prodigal 
of vows ; deep-rooted eoofidenee in the 
mercy and truth of the Etetiiai is more 
careful to render an acceptable ctfeiing, 
than to publish the sacrifice ; and b^oce it 
presents itself in the general worship ixf the 
temple, it humbles itself in the solitude of 
the chamber to him who seeth in secret, 
who is sole judge of the purity and sincerity 
of man. 

It is an additional inducement to culti- 
vate this tamper of mind, to know that 
we shaU continue to advance in our progress 
towards perfection as lomr as we testify a 
proper sense of former bLfite, a»d an ac 
tite comi^iance with the divine commands. 
The Measures of heaven are extensive as 
they are lasti^. An earthly monarch may 
lavish honors and rewards upon a men- 
torioHs subject, tUl ihe one has nothing left 
to bestow, nor the other to expect ; the 
Majesty of heaven proportions his gifts, not 
to our poor deservings, but to our enlarged 
capacity for enjoyment ; and he who appears 
to be nearest the goal, has made very little 
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progress in the race of eternity. The prize 
for which we are contending, is an immortal 
crown ; but there are many mansions in that 
heavenly and enduring city, and inefl&bly 
great as will be the reward of our perse- 
verance in this infancy of being, it may bear 
no comparison with the recompence reserved 
for future exertions, for ^'eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, nor have entered into the 
heart of man the things which God hath 
reserved for them that love him." The 
Samaritan, in the gospel before us, having 
experienced th^ benefit of the healing 
power, returned in order to acknowledge 
the debt, and make confession of his faith. 
Little did he expect that a more miraculous 
cure awaited him, even the cleansing of the 
soul ; and that he should receive fi'om the 
lips of his Saviour the declaration of his 
integrity. Yet such is the progress of our 
life. Man is continually surprised with 
benefits equally unexpected and unde- 
served; and he who receives with thank- 
fulness, and enjoys with a contented mind, 
the temporal blessings vouchsafed him, is 
sure, to be more abundantly endowed with 
the gifts of the Spirit. Heaven sometimes 
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hurries us, by rapid transitions, from the 
depth of misery to the pinnacle of fortune, 
both by way of trial and reward; and it not 
unfrequently happens, that when we are 
farthest from hope, we are nearest to con** 
solation. To be driven from the society of 
man; to be afflicted with a loathsome dis- 
ease; to be compelled to keep company 
with those who would at any other period 
be objects of aversion and disgust, is surely 
to have made no slight progress in the stages 
of human calamity. How rapid, how sur- 
passing wonder the change ! The decree is 
gone forth ; and nine of these afflicted wan- 
derers are restored to health, to kindred, to 
the exercise of the social affections, to the 
mtercourse of the world ! The tenth is re- 
ceived into the society of a more enduring 
city, into the bosom of a more extensive 
family, with the assurance of mental tran- 
quillity and eternal glory. How justly 
might he apply to himself the declaration 
of his God, '' in a little wrath I hid my &ce 
from thee for a moment, but with everlasting 
kindness will I have mercy on thee." 

I cannot, my beloved brethren, ccmclude 

' • •■ » 

this subject, without impressing upon your 

. c 
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the quality which miid« the prayer of 
the l^>eni 90 acceptable to the Saviour of 
loankind. It was not an enumeration of 
&rjner i]»^ts> nor a reHance upon th^ir 
claon a3 children of the promise, which in- 
terested him in their favour ; but the burn- 
ing confession of their infirmities and 
weakness. '' Jesus, Master, have mercy 
upon us, and heal us I" So loathsome was 
their disease, that were I to enter upon the 
description, the least sensitive hearer would 
recoil from it with horror ; yet did we, my 
Christian friends, earnestly and scrupulously 
examine our own state, we should be asto- 
nished at the impurities by which life is 
cankered at the root, and turn from the 
contemplation with loathing and disgust. 
Man is said, after the flood, to have been 
''desperately wicked, and the thoughts of his 
heart" are declared to have been ''evil conti- 
nually/' Were it otherwise, were unassisted 
reason capable of correcting the passions, 
and raising them above the vanities and 
£[>llies which here entangle and weigh down 
the soul^ what need would there have been 
of that Divine PhyiiQiaiii who came to restore 
it to its pristine health and beauty ? He 
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wMimvH '^iiot f»th«whd[e,biittotlw8iok«" 
- ' He Mine not to call ^ righteoatP but ah^ 
tten to fep€«itttM»/' And m the first thitig 
wqnired of a {latient hy his medical fttt«nh 
dant is the most acciuttt^ ieaanpAon w^h 
he can give of the symptoms of his malady, 
so likewise we are required first to make 
ourselves thoroughly acquainted with the 
fallen condition, the helplessness, the inborn 
depravity of our nature, before we can effec- 
tually tender a request to the only Being 
who can reUeve, reanimate, and heal us. 
Lay not then the flattering unction to your 
souls, that your peculiar and transcendant 
merits have made you the especial favorites 
of heaven ; nor let the &ncied assurance of 
your own righteousness lead you to neglect 
the only way which leads to the man- 
sions of eternity. Rather seize the imme- 
diate opportunity of that severe scrutiny 
which must convict you of sm, intemperance, 
and crime, and throw yourselves with bleed- 
ing hearts at the feet of Him who, though per- 
fectly pure and spotless himself, " was num- 
bered with the transgressors." Such humili- 
ation is the posture which becomes sinners 
self-convicted and self-condemned ; and this 

c 2 
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alone can reprieve you &om the priraeral 
curse, through fiiith in Christ. Jesus, and 
admit you to the communion . of. the Holy 
Spirit by obedience to the wiU of your 
" Father which. is in heaven." 



SERMON II. 



» • 

M. i 



MARK IX. 24. 

Lard, I believe, help thou mine unbelief. 

The lamentable event of man*s disobedi* 
enee led to the depravation of his nature, 
and opened upon the world the flood-gates 
of sin and woe. The father of the human 
race, • having forfeited the favour of his 
Maker, was no longer strengthened by those 
spiritual aids whieh had hitherto enabled 
him to walk onward in the direct path of his 
duty ; and at once subjected himself to a host 
of passions, the melancholy forerunners of 
crime, disease, and death. He was at the 
same time incapable of makmg atonement 
in thought, word, or action, for the enormity 
of his transgression; and his best resolves 
became so tainted and poUuted with evil, as 
to shrink from the scrutiny of a just and 
holy God. This doctrine is plainly dedu- 
cible from the history of . the creation, and 
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the whole tenor of the scriptures elucidates 
and confirms it. It is a doctrine too, the 
belief of which is jiwtly considered of the 
utmost importance, as preparing the nund 
for the reception of that gospel which 
brought life and immortality to light. In 
discoursing, however, upon this subject, we 
are too apt to lose sight of the main instru- 
ment, by whose agency the fall of man was 
eflS^cteds and whose eonsequent hAneoct 
over the impidsd* and gfi^ioos of his 
wmdf would have known aei^er Imk nor 
vestnunt, but fin: the graciow pveaoDifle of 
i)$8torati<Mti throujg^ the merita and inters 
e«welon of a Redeemer. The nature and 
extent of this influence seem lately to hare 
been thrown into the shade^ and the lidi- 
eule nnspaimgly levelled at the belief of it^ 
tends to impose silenee, as a measure of 
policy and prudence^ on many of the serious 
professors of Chvistiamty. To avoid audi 
dbqfmted points as are not necessary to sal- 
vaAion^ may easily be defended and ;pist]fied 
by the authority of undeniable precedents; 
but the sublet under consideration is so 
clearly fortified by the eoncmrent testimony 
of tlie inspired writers, and a propw appro* 

11 



eiation of it is so important to our welfare; 
that it would be a derelictirai of duty to 
eomi^ it to obscurity. The enefay is well 
aware, that the fortress of Christiiaiity is too 
strongly built upon a rock to be carried by 
general assault ; but he hopes to undermine 
the out-works by separate attadc, and by 
secret and insensible advances to succeed 
at last in planting upon her towers the 
banners of infidelity. 

It is not my [Hresent intenti^i to ^iter at 
large into this discussion, but these observa- 
tions naturally lead to the conistderatum of 
a miracle, in which the kingdom of God it 
personally exalted over the powm's of dark^ 
ness, and which shews the superiority of 
faith even when exerted against those prin^ 
cipalities and thrones, who, by the first man's 
transgression^ obtained so extensive a donii- 
nion over his degraded posterity. 

Let me now solicit your attention to the 
extraordinary scene which was exhibited to 
the view of the Saviour, as he descended 
from mount Tabor, after his transfiguration. 
Behold on one side the disciples filled witili 
shame and dismay at their inaltthty to per^ 
form the cure winch had been requited of 
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them ; on the other, the unhappy father of 
the dsemoniac with subdued hopes and an 
agoniased heart. See here the Scribes com- 
menting with unfeigned delight upon their 
momentary triumph; there the assembled 
multitudes eagerly listening to their mali- 
dous insmuations, and anxiously waiting the 
iisue of the event. How noble, how effecU 
ing was the conduct of the blessed Jesus at 
that decisive moment ! How amply did he 
confirm the predictions of the prophets, and 
the rumours of his fame ! He loses no time 
in useless enquiries, but hastens to adminis- 
ter consolation and relief. Having in few 
words rebuked the Scribes for that obstinate 
and acrimonious spirit which is wilfaUy blind 
to conviction, and continually upon the 
watch for occasions of cavil and misconcep- 
tion, he proceeds practically to illustrate 
the nature and efficacy of that faith so es- 
sential to the character of piety ; which, con- 
scious of the. weakness and impotence of 
man, never enters upon any religious con- 
sideration without first humbling itself in the 
presence of the Almighty Power who created 
and sustains the universe, and addressing to 
him its earnest prayer that he would guard 
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his servant from error and unbelief^ and sd 
illumine his mental sight as to enable him to 
perceive and distinguish the things that be 
of man, and the things that be of God. And 
in order to impress more strongly upon the 
minds of the assembled multitudes the ne- 
cessity of this unpresuming and well-regu- 
lated confidence, he first questions the father 
of the afflicted youth upon this pmnt, and 
then makes the actual accomplishment of 
the miracle about to be performed to de- 
pend upon the purity of his faith. The 
answer deserves to be engraven upon the 
heart of every Christian. It sums up in one 
short sentence all that the most elaborate 
discourse could have conveyed ; and had we 
been witnesses to the manner, the expres- 
sion, the chastened anxiety of the suppliant ; 
had we listened to those indescribable tones 
with which nature has ever gifted the lan- 
guage of emotion, and whose impression is 
electric upon the soul ; had we beheld the 
agonizing conflict of repentance and hope — 
repentance for momentary distrust, and hope 
returning with returning confidence ; I am 
convinced that neither time, circumstance, 
nor place, could have erased the picture 
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from our memory ; and that we riiould never 
enter the temple of our God without making 
die personal application^ and prefiunng our 
Immble devotkms with the secret prayer of 
the heart, ^'Lord, I believe, help thou mine 
unbdief."' The sincerity of this declaration 
obtained for tiie anippliant the fulfihnent of 
his request. ^^When Jesus saw that the 
people came running together, he rebuked 
the foul spirit^ saying unto him, thou dumb 
and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of 
him, and enter no more into him. And the 
spirit cried and rent him sore, and came out 
of him, and he was as one dead, insomuch 
that many said, he is dead. But Jesus took 
him by the hand and lifted him up, and he 
arose/' Thus did the Saviour of the world 
bear testimony to the source whence he 
received his commisoon and derived bis 
power; and while he reftited the insinui^ 
tions of the Scribes, and rewarded the 
humble and sincere believer, he strongly 
contrasted the conduct of the latter with 
that of his own disciples^ and plainly indi* 
cated the cause of their inability to per- 
form the miracle. Yet so blind k man to 
his own imperfections, and so unwilling to 
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drew him aside afterwaids, and enquired of 
him prii^teiy '^ why could not we cast him 
out? And he said unto them, this kind 
can ccmie fiH'th hj nothing but by prayer 
andfiisting/' Having before publicly pokited 
out the necessity of faith, and its miraculoue 
elBSeacy, he now mentions the causes which 
had conspired to make them lukewarm and 
spixitXess. It appears that they had too 
much ne^ected the sacred duty of prayer, 
and had not beoi sufficiently carefiil to keep 
the body in subjection. Not that they had 
incurred the gmlt of impiety or intaoi^pn- 
anoe, but that they had of late been less 
ardent in their applications tot the throne of 
grace, and less strict in exerdses of habitual 
mortification, than became men chosen by 
the Holy Spirit of God out of the whole 
nation of the Jews, to propagate a religion 
of purity and peace; whose doctrines were 
to be confirmed by miracles, whose precepts 
were to be illustrated by example, and whose 
tmth was to be maintained under the pres- 
sure of poverty and disease, in pain and in 
sickness, under the terrors of approaching 
dissolution, and amidst the agonies of ex- 
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craciating and ignominious deaths. Thei^e 
is oYery reason to believe^ from the subse- 
qdeht relation of the Evangelists, that tins 
rebuke was attended with the most salutary 
effects ; and in the hope that some portion 
of its beneficial influence may be extended 
to us, let us make a few observations, as 
they naturally arise, upon the principal 

ply them individually to the estabUshihg 
our faith, and regulating our practice. All 
the narratives m the scriptures abound 
with circiunstances and reflections peculiar 
to the age in which they were written, the 
occasions which gave rise to, and the persons 
who were concerned in them ; but they are 
recorded for our instruction ; and there is 
not one from which a pious mind may not 
derive information of serious importance, 
both for correcting the judgment and im- 
proving the heart. 

The first and most natural enquiry which 
suggests itself, respects the nature of the 
malady with which the patient was af- 
flicted. " I have brought unto thee my 
son, which hath a dumb spirit; and when- 
soever he taketh him, he teareth him ; and 
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he foainethy and gnasheth with his teeth> 
and pineth away." The apostle St. Jude^ 
speaking of the punishments inflicted afore- 
time of God^ upon, ^* them that believed 
not/' says, ^' the . angels . which kept not 
thmr first estate, but left their own habita- 
tion, he hath reserved in everlasting chainai 
under darkness unto the judgment of the 
great day." Whence we learn, that some 
of those unmortal spirits, who shared ma 
superior degree the happiness of their 
Creator, and were admitted to behold his 
glory, had risen in rebellion against him, and 
had consequently been driven from his pre- 
sence under the dreadful sentence of ever- 
lasting condemnation. Thus shorn of their 
^lory, and outcasts of hope, the power which 
they were still permitted to retain appears 
to have been actively exerted in opposing 
the divine decrees, and particularly in un- 
dermining the tranquillity of man. Shortly 
after the creation, we find one of them under 
the form of the serpent, assailing the woman, 
and inciting her. to disobedience. At the 
death of Moses, the immediate minister, and 
peculiar favorite, of heaven, we hear Satan 
disputing for his body with the archangel 
of God. At all times, and in all countries. 



we find him exerting his seerel 
Qves the passiaiis, aiid instigating to tb^ 
QommifisiDii of ab and cmae. Immediately 
ptmiom to the oiamiig ai Christ, we see him 
enter into the human frame, tomen^g the 
bodjr, and CKeraising tibe mosi deapcFtic sway 
oir^r the will. This privilege, hnwever, 
appears to have been restrained to the term 
of (mr Saviour's sc^um npon earth ;: and 
seems to have been permitted a& the means 
of afibrding siqiematural evidence, that 
Jesus of Naaaareth was indeed the seed 
promised to the Patriarchs, the Son of 
Jehovah, the Hdj Chie o£ IsraeL The 
words, therefore,, of St. Mark, combined with 
those of St. Matthew, who^ speaking c^ the 
same miracle, says, '* Jesus- rebuked ike devil, 
and be departed out of him;" and compared 
lerith the concurrrait testimony of all the 
Scriptures as to the exsstence of diemcmiacs 
at that time, leave no doubt but that the 
body of this young »an was actually pos- 
sessed by an evil spint, who had entered 
into him while he was yet a child, and who, 
not content with deprivii^ Imn of the senss 
of hearing and the powers of speedi, per^ 
sisted in tormenting him with isaeeaaBig 
malignity. 
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But we now turn to the disciples, idioM 
inability to expel the undean spirit is the 
more remarkal^, because tbej had been 
previously endowed by their Lord with 
the gift of working miracles ; and we learn, 
fey their own confesMon, that during tibeir 
mix^steiial journey throughout Judea, the 
devils themselves had» in every instance, 
been obedient to their commands. Here 
St. Matthew suppHes an omission of St 
Mark^ and records the declaration of their 
Master, that their £iilure was occasion* 
ed by their unbelief. When they were 
first sent forth, they received the heavenly 
gift with meekness and gratitude ; they ex- 
ercised that austere temperance which pre- 
pared their bodies to be fit habitations of 
the Spirit, and they prefaced every miracu* 
Iqus work with earnest prayer, referring all 
the honor to the Almighty Disposer of 
events, considering themsebres as his weak 
and humble instruments, and intreating that 
he would forward their honest intentions 
only as far as they could contribute to the 
advancement oi hk glory. But now they 
appear to have been inflated with success : 
tp have neglected thdar usual exercises of 
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temperance and prayer as unnecessary seve- 
ritieH to have thrown off. in some degree, 
that feeling of dependence which had so 
peculiarly marked the outset of their minis- 
try ; and perhaps too, in the fulness of spiri- 
tual pride, they had taken considerable cre- 
dit to themselves for the fidelity and success 
with which they had executed their com- 
mission, and had begun to value the sacred 
deposit chiefly as the means of increasing 
their influence, and extending their autho- 
rity. If such was indeed the temper of 
their minds, can we wonder that the Holy 
Spirit should desert them for a season, and 
leave them a prey to that confusion and re- 
morse, which attend the sudden privation of 
accustomed power, and whose sting was 
made more bitter by the pity of their 
friends and the derision of then: enemies ? 
Such was their lamentable situation when 
Jesus descended from the mount ; and when 
they contemplated the different effects of 
their conduct upon the surrounding multi- 
tude, how ardently must they have prayed 
for, yet dreaded his coming ! The failure 
con^uent upon their unbeKef, had eon- 
firmed the obstinacy of the Scribes, and 
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probably enabled them to shake the faith of 
maiiy in the crowd. It had evidently ope- 
rated on the mind of the afflicted Mher, 
who had addressed a simple request te the 
disciples^ in Aill confidence of their ability 
to relieve his son; but who, alarmed at 
their want of success, applied to Jesus in 
the language of doubt and hesitation, saying, 
** if thou canst do this thing, have mercy 
upon us, and help us/' Justly then did 
they fear the return of him who was ever 
present in spirit, although absent in body ; 
and the stronger the cauises of their terror 
were, the more reason is there to admire the 
mildness which would not aggravate their 
humiUation with reproach, and which left 
the work of repentance to be completed in 
solitude and silence. In addressing the 
Scribes, he employed the severity of rebuke, 
for their sins were sins of commission, and 
tended to mislead the ignorant and unin- 
formed to the destruction of their present 
tranquillity and eternal happiness. His im- 
mediate followers had erred, not from inten- 
tion, but from natural infirmity ; he beheld 
their remorse and left them to their medi- 
tations. Haw truly amiable is this trait of 
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character, and how full of encouragement 
to those who, confidmg in the truth of the 
gospel, are anxious to know their duty in 
order that they may perform it ! They are 
assiured, that, whatever impediments the 
weakness of their nature may throw in the 
way of their improvement^ the God of all 
mercy will impute no sin, where none has 
been intended : that he will always vouchsafe 
to the sincere believer grace to perceive and 
to correct his errors, and that he will never 
be so '^ extreme to mark what is done amiss/' 
as to overwhelm the contrite spirit with the 
weight of its infirmities. 

But if the conduct of our blessed Lord to 
his disciples is encouraging to the Christiani 
how much more consoling is his behaviour 
to the parent, whose error, if it may deserve 
so harsh a name, was entirely the conse- 
quence of their infirmity. On his descent 
firom the Mount, he inquires into the cause 
of tUe commotion ; he listens with com- 
placence ; he rebukes the offending, scribes ; 
he replies to the caution of involuntary fear 
with an encouraging assurance ; and having 
thus reanimated the spirits, and elevated 
the hopes of the anxious suppliant, he pro- 
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nounces the irrevocable word, the unfailing 
pledge, the fiat of the God* The fears, 
the transport, the gratitude of the fether, I 
leave to the painting of your own imagina- 
tions ; but I must call your attention for a 
moment to the discomfited Scribes, who 
were so ready to attack, and to exult over 
the misfortunes of their brethren. A few 
moments since they were elated with joy, 
expecting that that evening^s sun would set 
for ever upon the professors of Christianity^ 
Behold, now they stand '' darkling and 
alone," eating their own hearts in silence. 
Driven to their last resource by former mi- 
racles, and publicly accused of blasphemy, 
in imputing to Beelzebub works which could 
only be performed by the finger of God, 
they steal secretly away ; and convicted, but 
unconvinced, they quit the field, and retire, 
not to the contemplative shade for the pur- 
poses of sober meditation, but where machi- 
nations, engendered by discontent, may best 
be consolidated in darkness. 

There still remains one circumstance of 
considerable importatice, inasmuch as it 
completes the allegory of human life. The 
disciples, the scribes, the father of the child, 
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xepteBent man under the various impre68M»8 
of doubt, of unbelief and of faith. The 
demoniac himself is an emblem of youth, 
preyed upon by the passions, distracted 
with worldly cares, and hurried from one 
scene of riot and dissipation to another, till 
every sense is steeped in the waters of 
oUivion. The evil spirit had tormented 
hun ftom his childhood, and '' oft-times it 
had cast him into the fire, and into the 
waters to destroy him." And when Jesus 
commanded it to come out of him, '' it cried, 

and rent him sore, and came out of him, and 

« 

he was as one dead^ insomuch that many 
said, he is dead. But Jesus took him by 
the hand, and lifted him up, and he arose." 
Thus it is with us in the morning of life* 
Our imgoverned appetites become our mas- 
ters; they tear us from ourselves; they hurry 
us into perils by fire and by flood ; and hav- 
kkg made us incapable of asking our way^ 
and deaf to the voice of remonstrance, they 
take possession of the whole man, and hurry 
us blindly onwards to destruction. Some- 
times indeed the ^race of God induces better 
thoughts ; but the body weakened by indul- 
gence, and the soul unfortified by exercises 
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of habituaL piety, like the eVil tspirit WheA 
commanded by the inefficacious Mth of the 
disciples, neglect the call, and disregard the 
warning. Should we, however, so far listen 
to the suggestions of the Holy Spirit as to 
throw off the shackles of sin, and apply our- 
selves to the contemplation of heavenly 
things with serious purposes of amendment, 
our former companions prockim us lost to 
all that constitutes the pleasure and happi- 
ness of life, and <^onsider us to be as com- 
pletely dead to the intercourse of the world, 
as if our bodies had actually returned to 
dust, and our souls to him who gave them. 
Yet it is then only that we begin to live ; it 
is then that we wake to valuable interests ; 
then aU around us wears the appearance of 
a new existence, of a renovated wdrld : in 
imagination we look back to that valley of 
death, where lie buried the crude affections 
of our earliest days, and we press eagerly 
forward to the participation of those intel- 
lectual enjoyments which derive all the 
gratification they bestow firom the influ- 
ences of religion, and are indeed a fbretaste 
of immortality. 

Believe me, my friends, the picture which 
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I have attempted to draw is by no means 
overcharged. Its colouring will bear to be 
judged by the strictest rules, and viewed in 
the strongest light. Regard it then as 
drawn from scenes, whose record is the 
Woid of eternal truth; reflect upon the 
prospects which that Book of Life discloses 
to your Tiew ; and, whether you escape from 
the conflict of the passions to the calm se- * 
elusion of religious retreats, or are passing 
through the last mortal conflict towards the 
heavenly Canaan, may you be met and sup- 
ported by that Almighty Saviour who raised 
the &llen dasnioniac, and who will gently 
lead his followers by the hand of faith 
through the troubles and temptations of 
this world, to regions of unspeakable de- 
light and unfading verdure. 
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JOB XLII. 56. 

/ have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear ; 
but now mine eye seeth thee ; wherefore I abhor 

myself and repent in dust and ashes. 

» 

The book of Job is unrivalled for noble and 
sublime images, and abounds in religious 
instruction. Being, however, unconnected 
vnth the general tenor of Scripture, and not 
used to establish any particular doctrine, it 
is chiefly read for the sake of the moral prin- 
ciples which it recommends and inculcates. 
I shall now endeavour to shew you how 
strongly it enforces that humility and self- 
abasement which lay the foundation of an 
effectual and saving faith ; and which, con^ 
vincing man^of the worthlessness of his own 
fancied merits to work out his salvation 
.without a vicarious atonement, lead him at 
last to submit himself to the righteousness 
of God/ For this purpose I shall commence 
with a short abstract of the history, and then 
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proceed to illustrate the points which I have 
mentioned. 

Job inhabited the labd of Vz, on the south 
of the Euphrates, and is supposed to have 
been contemporary with Moses. His reli- 
gious knowledge was probably derived from 
the patriarchs ; and, either from a clear in- 
tuition of early prophecies, or from imme- 
diate inspiration, he appears to have been 
acquainted with the coming of a Redeemer. 
DistkiguiBfaed for his honors, the abundance 
of his wealthy and the happiness of his do«- 
m^stic life, he could boast that lis integrity 
Was unimpeached, and that he had never 
violated the rules of charity and mercy. In 
the midst of this prosperity, we are told 
that Satan appeared before God ; ^^ and the 
Lofd said unto him, hast thou considered 
my servant Job, that there is none like him 
ia the earth, a perfect akid an upright man, 
cae that feareth God, and eseheweth evil ? 
Then Satan answered the Loid, and said, 
doth Job fear God for nought ? Hast thou 
toot made an hedge about him, and about 
his hou8e> and about all that he hath on 
every side P Thou hart blessed the work 
of bis hands, and his substance is increased 
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in the land : but put forth thine hand now^ 
and touch all diat he hath, and he will cune 
thee to thy face. And the Losfd said unto 
Satan, behold, all that he hath, is in thy 
power; cmly uponliimself put not ibrth thine 
hand. So Satan went forth from Ihe pre* 
sence of the Lord." In consequence of this 
permission, that evil spirit, who accuseth 
his brethren before God day and night, and 
whose study it is to bring upon man evesy 
piresent calamity, and eternal death, began 
without pity or remorse to exercise the 
power which was granted him. He insti*- 
gated an irruption of the Sabeans into his 
iidids, who carried away all his ocs:^i and 
asses, and slew his servants with the edge 
of the sword. He brought down fire from 
heaven, which burnt his sheqp ; be caused 
the Chaldeans to carry away his camels, and 
in one hour he deprived him of his sons and 
daughters, the stay and comfort of his age, 
while they were feasting in the house of 
their elder brother. Such a compUcation 
of calamities was surely sufficient to over* 
whelm a urnid indued with a very superior 
degree of piety and firmness. But Job, in^^ 
stead <^ cursing God, as his mortal enemy 
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expected^ considered that all which he had 
enjoyed was bestowed by the Almighty ; 
that the Giver had a right to reclaim his 
gift ; and that he was ever bound to thank 
him for the blessings which had been vouch- 
safed him for so long a period. '' The Lord 
gave/' said he, '' and the Lord hath taken 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord.'* 
This heavy visitation not being sujQici^it to 
shake his mety, Satan agsm applied to God 
to penni.^ to dSict uTpe^n, which he 
had before been commanded to spare. The 
only restraint now imposed was not to touch 
his Ufe. Accordingly, '^ he smote him with 
sore boils, from the sole of his foot unto his 
crown, and he took him a potsherd to scrape 
himself withal ; and he sat down' among the 
ashes* Then said his wife unto him, dost 
thou still retain thine integrity ? Curse God 
and die. But he said unto her, thou speak- 
est as one of the foolish women speaketh. 
What! shall we receive good at the hand of 
God, and shall we not receive evil ? In all 
this did not Job sin with his lips." This 
last trial ended like the former; every suc- 
ceeding affliction appeared to add strength 
to his integrity; and the great enemy of 
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mankind retired from the contest baffled 
and oTercome. He was afterwards visited 
b3r three of his friends celebrated for their 
wisdom and learning, who appear also to 
have be^i men of an upright and religious 
turn of mind; but who considered all men 
under affliction as greater sinners than their 
neighbours, and therefore looked upon Job 
as suffering for some heavy offence/ and 
drinking justly of the cup of the wrath of 
God. That we are all bom in sin, and con- 
ceived in iniquity, is the necessary conse- 
quence of the guilt of our first parents, and 
therefore we are all obnoxious to punish- 
ment. But the judgments of heaven are 
sent not only to chastise, but to try us; to 
give us ail opportunity of manifesting by 
actions the &ith which we profess with our 
lips ; to bring us to a proper sense of our own 
unworthiness and weakness; and to fit us 
for that reconciliation with the Univen^ 
Parent, which is promised us through the 
mediation of Christ Jesus.. It was for want 
of considering afflictions in this light of trials 
that these friends of Job, instead of com- 
forters, became his accusers; and while 
their lips breathed the accents of wisdom in 
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a general senne, they xkiade such a particulai? 
application of them as was not warranted by 
the occasion. How deeply this conduct 
mui^ have added to his sense of calamity, I 
need not point out to you : the reproaches 
and malice of enemies under misforttine are 
less difficult to bear ; there is an energy iii 
the soul of man which revolts within him, 
and enables him to sustain open attacks with 
fortitude and patience; but coldness and 
reserve under misfortunes from those with 
whom we have been accustomed to associate, 
are too much for human infirnnty. Even 
the Saviour of the world, supposed as the 
huinan nature must have been by the Divinei 
Mt the treachery of ah Apostle to be si 
high aggravation of his sufiferiiigs; and the 
Psalmist, speaking in the spirit of prophecy, 
puts these words into his moiith upon that 
melancholy occasion ; ^' For it is not an 
open enemy that hath done me this dis- 
honoiur, for then I could have borne it; 
neither was it mine adversary that did mag- 
nify himself against me, for then, peradven- 
ture, I would have hid myself from him. 
But it was even thou, my companion, my 
guide, and mine own familiar friend. We 
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took sureet counsel together, and waited in 
ti»e house of Grod as friends/' No wonder 
then that Job should break out into the 
language of despair, and lament that he had 
ever been bom. He was reproved by those 
fiiends in whom he had put inqtiicit eon* 
fidence ; and t^e wife of his bosom had ad^. 
vised him to ^' curse God and die." Yet he 
was not left without a comforter. The ijDh 
tegrity of his former life, and the patience 
with whidi he bore his sufferings, without 
venturing to impeach the justice of the Al-^ 
mighty, had obtained him a friend who is 
above every hiunan comforter, who, when he 
pities, is sdl powerful to relieve; and who 
will never foraake those who reverence \m 
name ; and '' keep his commandments to do 
them." God himself spoke to Job out of 
the whirlwind, and because he had doubted, 
VkCft of the justice, but of the wisdom and 
propriety of his conduct towaids him, he 
first convmces him of his weakness and 
i^rance, and bids him consider the many 
creatures of which the world is composed, 
and the admirable order of nature. This 
meditation is very necessary to make us sen-* 
8H>le of the Divine Majesty, and of our own 
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meanness; and as the works of God are 
so great and wonderful that we cannot com- 
prehend them^ nor find out their nature, 
causes, and effects, we ought to adore with 
reverence so wise and powerfiil a Being ; to 
submit ourselves to aU the orders of his 
Providence, without pretending to discover 
aU the reasons of his conduct ; and to be- 
lieve that all which he does in the world, 
and to us in particular, is done with justice 
and goodness. It is easy for us to consider 
the wonders of Providence in the works of 
creation ; they surround us perpetually ; 
they are ever before our eyes. Only let us 
take heed not to be the less affected with 
these things because we see them daily ; but 
rather let the reflections which we continu- 
ally make respecting them, raise our souls 
to the knowledge of the beneficent Creator, 
and lead us to love, to adore, and to fear 
him. The expostulation of the Lord of 
Hosts had this happy efiect upon the sub* 
ject of our history ; he trembled at the con- 
templation of his greatness ; he was terrified 
at his own presumption; he saw in every 
act of God the Almighty hand, working fojc 

good; and he felt that renewed spirit of 
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the rnind^ of which St. Paul speaks^ '' put*' 
ting off concerning the former conyersation 
the old man^ which is corrupt according to 
the deceitfiil lusts, and putting on the new 
man, which, after God is created in righte^ 
ousness aiid true holiness.'* He had led a 
life in conformity to the wiU of God, and no 
man could accuse him of injustice or want of 
benevolence. But he had taken pride to 
himself for having thus performed what is 
the common duty of mankind; and he 
had received the blessings of Providence as 
an equal and necessary reward for the up- 
rightness of his life. When his vast posses- 
«L we.e taken &.m hin>, he did ,L be- 
lieve it possible that God should in the end 
be unjust ; but his limited view could not 
perceive the motives of his conduct; and 
although he suffered for a time with such 
patience as is grown into a proverb, he at 
last indulged in the language of complaint. 
But now he was fully convinced of his own 
weakness and unworthiness : he saw how \xU 
terly unable he was to contend with, or to 
instruct the Almighty ; he felt that the clay 
has no right to say to the potter, why hast 
thou made me thus? For he maketh one 
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veEoel to honour and another to dishonour 
as it pleaseth him. '' And he answered the 
Lord and said, I know that thou canst do 
every thing, and that no thought can be 
withho^den from thee. Who is he that 
hideth counsel without knowledge ? There- 
fore have I uttered that I understood not, 
things too wonderful for me, which I knew 
not. Hear I beseech thee, and I will speak; 
I will demand of thee, and declare thou 
unto me. I have heard of thee by the hear- 
ing of the ear^ but now mine eye seeth thee; 
wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in 
dust and ashes.'' 

Such was the declaration of the man, 
who from his earliest in&ncy had been the 
&vourite of heaven, whose example illus- 
trated all the precepts of human wisdom, 
and has called forth the admiration of men 
of every sect of religion in every age. Not 
that he wanted a thorough conviction of the 
^cistence, or was ignorant of the attributes 
of the Creator; but that he had never be&m 
sufficiently considered him through the me- 
dium of his works, nor beheld how vast, how 
infinitely vast, the difference betwixt man 
and God! He had experienced his benefi- 
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cence in the verdure of his fields, and the 
bounties of harvest ; he had seen his arm in 
the lightning, his vpiee in the thunder, his 
mercy in the bow of heaven^ and he had paid 
him the homage due to a superior Being, by 
prayer and praise, by observation and obedi- 
ence. But so little was he acquainted with 
the nature of that unutterable Majesty, at 
whose breath the worlds were made, that he 
ventured to address him in such language as 
a subject would use to an earthly prince, with 
whom his situation admitted him to plead 
and to advise. What then must have been 
his terror, his confusion of face, now that 
he had beheld his glory! "I have heard 
of thee," he exclaims, '* but I have never 
known thee! My imagination, which has 
long dwelt upon objects of worldly magni- 
ficence, by comparison, had endued thee 
\nth power and wisdom infinitely great; 
but now that thou hast taught me to trace 
thee through thy works, now that thou 
hast led me step by step to investigate the 
wonders of creation, for ever rising in the 
scale of being ; I perceive that the highest 
opinions which I had formed of thee were 
contemptible and vile, and that I have as 
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little pretension to question thy judgments, as 
the meanest reptile which is bom of putri- 
dity, and wallows in corruption. I heard of 
thee, and thought myself justified in the sight 
of my Maker ! But now I behold thee, and 
am lost ! Wherefore I humble myself in the 
dust before thee ; I intreat thy forbearance, 
T implore thy mercy ; and instead of claiming 
a reWard for having obeyed % ^, and 
walked according to thy commandments, I am 
grateful for every manifestation of thy favour ; 
but chiefly I am bound to thank thee for the 
inestimable blessing of a reasoning soul, which 
has been brought by thy grace to a proper 
sense of its own unworthiness, and which, by 
the promised ransom of a Redeemer, is made 
an heir of immortality/' 

And we^ my beloved brethren, so inferior 
to Job in every moral, every Christian virtue; 
have not we also dared to murmur at the 
dispensations of Providence, and called upon 
the Creator to plead at the tribunal of his 
creatures ? Have we not been apt to say, 
^' Here he has given too little, there he has 
bestowed too much? To my neighbour, 
whose acquaintance with the existence of the 
Christian dispensation is only proved by the 
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abuse of it^ he has been lavish of the gifts of 
fortune; while to me, who am a constant 
attendant on the public service of the ehurch, 
he has been sparing of the means of neces- 
saiy support ?" Let us no longer indulge in 
accusations so presumptuous and so vain. 
His ways are not our ways; and nothing can 
bear stronger testimony to our ignorance, or 
the luke warmness of our faith, than such an 
attempt to call him into judgment. God is 
aUke merciful in what he gives, and in what 
he withholds. Privations and afflictions are 
the most salutary medicines for the diseases 
of the soul; and no disease is more dangerous 
than the opinion, that to observe merely the 
outward forms of Christianity, gives a higher 
claim to the favour of God. A constant at- 
tendance in this sacred place, is indeed a ne«- 
cessary part of Christian duty, but every one 
who comes to the bridal feast, must be pre- 
pared with a wedding garment. That gar- 
ment is humiUty. When we enter into the 
courts of the Lord's house, we must put aside 
all pride of heart, and be as ready to learn as 
our blessed Saviour was to teach. Instead 
of offering up a petition for riches and ho-^ 
nours, we must submit ourselves entirely to 
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the will of the Eternal, and ask only such 
things as he knows to be most expedient for 
us. We must above all things divest our- 
selves of the mistaken notion that riches are 
a proof of the favour, and poverty of the an- 
ger of God. He who juc^s of a man's spi- 
ritual state by the marks of outward prospe- 
rity, commits the same offence as the three 
iriends of Job, for which they were severely 
reprimanded, and to expiate which, a sacri- 
fice was required. Such a man will be led 
into innumerable mistakes. He will load 
with reproaches every one who is labouring 
under a state of trial ; and, while he pays un- 
due attention to the wealthy profligate, he 
will aggravate the misery of those whom the 
Lord correcteth in mercy. The truly hum- 
ble Christian wiU first search his own heart; 
and, from the many infirmities of which his 
conscience will convict him, he will be taught 
to judge with lenity of all who suffer around 
him. He " will not break the bruised reed, 
the smoking flax he will not quench ;" but 
he will administer comfort to the afflicted 
spirit, and endeavour to confirm its trust in 
him, who has taken away the condemnation 
which was under the law, who has " swal- 
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lowed up judgment in victory." To the eon- 
trite spirit he will speak the language of par- 
don and peace ; and having reduced his own 
headstrong passions to obedience, he will en- 
deavour to set an example of that resignation, 
which says, with the universal Redeemer, 
*' Not my will, but thine be done ;" and of 
that enduring patience, which, looking for- 
ward with the eye of faith into the heavenly 
paradise, considers all human afflictions as 
the surer prelude to a crown of glory. 
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GENESIS I. 27. 

So God created man in his own image. 

The first chapter of Genesis contains a sucr 
cinct account of the works of the Creator, 
begmning with the elements and ending with 
man. The second chapter returns to those 
circumstances which had been before omit- 
ted, and describes the manner in which Adam 
and Eve were made. Every thing which 
constitutes the human frame was formed of 
the dust of the earth, capable either of gra- 
dual or immediate decay ; but the animating 
spirit was infused by the breath of the Eter- 
nal, like him perfectly holy and righteous, 
inaccessible to decay or death. Immediately 
after the formation of man, all creatures were 
ordered to pass before him, in order that he 
might give them their names. The birds, 
the beasts, and the fishes had been created in 
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pairs; man was a solitary being* exercising 
dominion over the rest, without any one to 
whom he might communicate the sources of 
rational enjoyment. God therefore caused a 
deep sleep to Ml upon him, and took one of 
his ribs of which he made woman ; endowing 
her with the same reasonable faculties, and 
foreatMng into her the same spirit of purity 
and innocence. Adam is supposed to have 
seen the whole operation in a vision while he 
slept, and to have understood its meaning. 
For when Eve was presented to him, he ac- 
knowledged her to be of his own flesh, and 
declared that she should be henceforth his 
companion and friend ; and that in succeed- 
ing generations man should consider all the 
other ties of natural affection subordinate to 
that which he bore to his wife ; nay, that he 
should even relinquish the offices of filial ten- 
derness, in order to give himself up whoUy 
to those endearing attentions, which were 
to constitute their mutual happiness. It can*- 
not be doubted but that this institution of 
marriage had the sanction of Jehovah, £br 
Christ quotes to the Pharisees the words of 
Adam, affirming that no divorce was lawful, 
but for the cause of adultery, and that no 
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human power could separate those who had 
been made one by God. 

Man^ having been thus provided with a 
helpmate and friend^ was placed in the gar- 
den of Eden, watered by four noble rivers, 
and spontaneously supplied with every kind 
of herb and fruit which could gratify the pa- 
late, and invigorate the frame. To him pain 
and labour were alike unknown. No care 
ruffled his brow, no anxiety disquieted his 
heart. To watch and aid the progress of 
vegetable life, to curb and improve the lux- 
uriance of nature, was his salutary exercise ; 
the intercourse of the social affections was a 
source of perpetual delight ; and at times he 
conversed with angels and immortal forms, 
commissioned to enlarge his views by the 
communication of, heavenly knowledge, or 
dispatched on the gracious errands of their 
Maker. Before him were spread the gratifi- 
cations of sense, above him the field of ra- 
tional enquiry ; within him was tranquillity, 
around him God. Little did he imagine 
that the scene would be so rapidly and irre- 
coverably changed; and that his early breach 
of the only prohibition imposed would bring 
upon him and his posterity the curse of sin. 
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with her long train of tributary woes/ pain, 
disease and death. Adam partook at the 
fountain of sorrow; and all his children are 
doomed to drink of its waters, as the stream 
flows onward, darkened by guilt, and increas- 
ed with tears. 

Man, placed in a state of happiness, and 
honoured with visible communications from 
above, was ignorant that he had a spiritual 
enemy, who envied his feUcity, and was plot- 
ting his destruction. God had planted two 
trees in the middle of the garden, the tree 
of life, and the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. Of every other tree in the gar- 
den permission was given to eat freely ; but 
to taste of the fruit of the tree of knowledge 
was to be followed by certain death. The 
soul was created immortal, and obnoxious to 
this sentence in a spiritual sense; the body, 
formed of the dust of the earth, was by its 
nature liable to corruption. It was destined 
however to partake of the immortality of its 
inmate the soul, unless Adam should at any 
time transgress the divine command. Whe- 
ther it was necessary to mamtainits vigor by 
continual application to the tree of life, we 
are hot informed; but it has been conjee- 
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tured, that the fruit of the tree of knowledge 
contained a poison, and that the tree of life 
poroduced its antidote. For after sentence 
had been passed upon the criminals, the lat- 
ter was guarded by a flaming sword, lest 
they should eat of its fruit, and escape the 
penalty. In b^pth circumstances, the prohi- 
bition and the prevention, we cannot suffix 
ciently a^e the goodness of the Creator. 
The prohibition being not merely a trial of 
obedience, but a salutary caution against 
food pregnant with destruction; and the 
prevention perhaps having become necessary 
to ensure to the soul that purity and holiness 
without which immortal life must be immor- 
tal woe. Had man after the fall eaten and 
lived, the stain of guilt would probably have 
remained for ever ; whereas, ailer having paid 
the mortal penalty, he was rescued from the 
eternal condemnation by the atonement of 
the Redeemer, of whom that tree of life was 
an emblem ; whose leaves are for the heal* 
ing of the nations, and which shall continue 
to flourish by rivers of Uving water. 

The great enemy of the human race, whose 
pride had caused him, with a host of atten- 
dant spirits, to be cast down from his high 
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estate in faeaveii, had no otlier meaas of gra- 
tifying his envy of man, and his revenge fixr 
the just punishm^it inflicted by God, than 
by seducing the foirm^ into disobedience* 

He therefiMre either assumed the likeness, or 

« 

actually entered into the body of the serpent, 
an animal extremely beautiful and gentle, 
whose instiiKt approached more nearly than 
that of other animals to the standard of hu- 
man reason. The serp^t, thus made an in- 
strument, is generally supposed to have been 
of that species which is gifted with wings, 
whose appearance in flight is as a flame of 
fire, and whose name, on account of its dazz- 
ling splendour, was given to the Seraphin, a 
higher order of the Aiigels. On this account 
it appears not improbable that the messen- 
gers of the Most High had been accustomed 
to assume this bodily shape, when they con- 
versed with man; and therefore Eve might 
express no surprize at &2ding the serpent 
earned with voice and reason, and be the 
more easily induced to listen to its sugges- 
tions, and follow its counsel. Satan began 
by assailing the woman wh^i alone, and asked 
whether it was really true that God had for- 
bidden them to eat of the fruit of the tree 
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of knowledge. Being informed that it Was 
interdicted on the penalty of death, he assured 
her that it would be attended with no such 
consequences, but that their Maker had with- 
held it from an envious motive, knowing that 
in the day in which they should eat of it, 
their eyes would be opened, and they would 
enjoy the prerogative of gods, knowing good 
and evil ; a Hebrew phrase, which signifies 
that they should be ignorant of nothing. 
Eve, upon this persuasion, ate of the fruit; 
and plucked some to carry to her husband^ 
who seeing that no apparent ill had in con* 
sequence happened to his wife, and being in- 
formed by her that the fruit was grateful to 
the palate, readily partook. Immediately 
their eyes were opened, and they were en- 
dowed with that mental discrimination which 
draws so accurate a line between the impro- 
prieties and decencies of life. They there- 
fore sewed fig-leaves together to cover their 
nakedness ; and in the cool of the day, per- 
ceiving symptoms of the divine presence in 
the garden, they ran and hid themselves. 
Being summoned from their hiding-place, 
they made their nakedness an excuse for 
their conduct ; and Adam confessed that he 
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had eaten of the forbidden fruit at the wo^- 
man s persuasion. The woman laid the &ult 
upon the serpent. Wherefore God, in addi- 
tion to the penalty of death which they had 
incurred by tasting the poison, passed upon 
them all this heavy sentence. He ordained 
that the serpent should hereafter creep upon 
its belly, and lick the dust; and in order 
that the spiritual destroyer, who animated it, 
might have no reason to rejoice in his suc- 
cess, he foretold that the injury done to man 
should be but as a woimd on his least vul- 
nerable part, the heel; while seed should 
arise from the woman who should mortally 
bruise the head of the serpent, and finally 
obtain the victory. He assured the woman 
that her sorrow in child-bearing should be 
exceedingly multiplied, and that she should 
be entirely subjected to the will of her hus- 
band, for whose sake the ground was to be 
accursed, and he was to eat of it in sorrow, all 
the days of his life. Paradise had brought 
forth Lry thiag spontaneously, and hi, 
task had been hitherto his pleasure. Now 
nothing was to be produced without the 
greatest laboilr on his part ; and to increase 
his misery, thorns and briars were to rise up, 
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and impede his work. God then ord^ed 
them to be turned out of the garden into a 
waste and barren country^ and setting over 
the tree of life a guard of Cherubin, left 
them to mutual accusations^ and unavailing 
regret. 

The only consolation left them was that 
part of the sentence, which alluded to the 
future triumph of the seed of the woman 
over their designing enemy. That this pro- 
mise was to be explained in a mystical sense 
wa, plab. for ooLi^ the th^tening ap- 
pears to be altogether unworthy both of the 
occasion and the Creator. It is further ex-- 
plained by the figurative language of Isaiah, 
who, describing the state of the church under 
the gospel, when the fulness of the Gentiles 
shall have come in, and the Jews shsdl have 
been restored, says, that "the wolf and the 
lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall 
eat straw like the bullock^ and dust shall be 
the serpent's meat." In which passage he 
evidently alludes to the final punishment of 
that being, who had seduced man into sin, 
and whoistheorigin of all the guilt and mi- 
series of the world. We may also observe, 
that, as woman had been the first to eat, and 
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had persuaded Adam to do the same, the 
promised seed was to spring from her alone. 
A circumstance which was confirmed by the 
prophecy that " a virgin should conceive and 
bear a son ; " by the declaration of the angel 
to Mary in the beginning of the gospel of 
St. Luke ; and by the assertion of St. Paul 
in his epistle to the Galatians, that '^ when 
the fulness of time was come, God sent forth 
his Son made of a woman." And the in- 
tent of the coming of this incorruptible seed 
was, that " through death he might destroy 
him that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil ;" that he might preach repentance unto 
life, hold up his '^ensign to the nations £rom 
afar," and proclaim the mercies of redeeming 
love unto the ends of the earth. 

That man might not harden his heart in 
unbelief, and imagine that the threatenings 
of God were of no effect, because they were 
delayed, a visible proof was soon given that 
he and his descendants should in then* ap- 
pointed time return to the earth from which 
he was taken. The execution of this sen- 
tence was also attended by circumstances, 
which shewed the extent of depravity to 
which he was become subject by his disobe- 
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dience. Adam had two sons, Cain the first- 
bom^ who was a tiller of the ground, and 
Abel, who was a keeper of sheep. These 
brothers offered at the same.time an oblation 
unto the Lord, the one of the firuits of the 
ground, the other of the firstlings of his flock. 
God was pleased to give visible demonstra- 
tion that he accepted the offering of Abel, 
but to that of Cain he had no respect. We are 
not told in what manner this acceptance and 
displeasure were manifested, but it is proba- 
ble that the gratefiil sacrifice was devoured 
by fire firom heaven, ( the usual way in which 
God afterwards signified his acceptance to 
the patriarchs and prophets, ) while the offer- 
ing of the elder brother remained . uncon- 
sumed. This distinction called up all the 
malignant passions in the soul of Cain, and 
his countenance bore strong marics of the 
discontent and envy which were seated at his 
heart. The Eternal still continued to hold 
communication with man notwithstanding 
his degraded state, and on this occasion he 
condescended to remonstrate, with Cain on 
the impropriety of his conduct, and to point 
out to him the reason why his oblation had 
been rejected. It would appear that he had 
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not approached the altar with that humility 
and singleness of heart, which can alone 
make the actions of man well-pleasing to 
his Maker. He had brought an offering of 
. the fruits of the ground, not so much out of 
gratitude and love, as to make an ostenta- 
tious display of the riches which he had ex- 
tracted from the earth by the labour of his 
hands. He certainly looked upon this world 
as the end of being, for St. Paul informs us 
that he was deficient in that faith which en- 
ables us to bear the evils of life with forti- 
tude, in the hope of an eternal reward. It 
was thi& diffidence in the justice of the Eter- 
nal, which caused him to resent the non-ac- 
ceptance of his sacrifice, and gave him up a 
prey to gloom and discontent. It also caused 
him to disbelieve the assurance of his God, 
that if he reformed his heart, and humbled 
himself at the throne of grace, resolving 
thenceforward to lead a life in obedience to 
his declared will, and leaving the result to 
his good pleasure, in confidence of his jus- 
tice, he should also be accepted as well as 
Abel, and be received to a participation of 
that everlasting inheritance, which was, 
through the merits and blood of the pro- 
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mbed seed, to be the portaonof allb^y^rs. 
Hence the divine remonstrance had no 
effect but to harden him in imbeU^f, and 
instigate him to vengeance. He took an op* 
portunity when he and Abel were alon^ 
together in the field to &U upon him una* 
wares, and to slay him. So little remorse 
did he feel after the execution of his piu*^ 
pose, that when the Lord enquired for hiy 
brother, he answered him with such inso^ 
lence as no one would use to an equal, or even 
to an inferior for whom he entertained the 
islightest degree of respect. " I know not, re- 
plied he; am I my brother's keeper ?" Why 
4o you ask me for one, for whose ccmduot I 
am in no way responsible, and over whose ac- 
tions I have no control? He had probably bu- 
ried the murdered body, and tjiought that 
what was covered from human eyes, would be 
equally concealed from him who searcheth 
out the hidden things of darkness^ God 
answered this insolent reply by charging him 
with the murder ; and then proceeded to pro^ 
nounce upon him so heavy a curse, that Cain 
declared his punishment to be more thflo 
the powers of humanity would enable him 
to bear. In consequence of Adam's disobe* 
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dieiice> the groimd waig to yield Adtbiiig ne- 
eessary to hmnan subsistenee without hard 
labour and the sweat of his brow ; but the 
most intense application of tins blood-stained 
man was hereafter to piroeure fot Mm only a 
scanty subsistence; loid his troubled con^ 
science* was so contH^ally to harass him 
with doubts and feats^ both of i[»resent cala- 
naty, and of that future judgement which he 
hsud deemed a feble^ that he should never re- 
main long upon ihe same spot, but continue 
a fugitrre and a vagabond to the end ^ his 
days. Moreover^ a mark was set upon him^ 
m ocder that whoever met him should know 
him; atnd a decree passed^ that if any one 
should kill him^ vengeance should be t^en 
sevenfold upon the murderer. Thus he was 
indeed fieed firom the danger of a violent 
death ; but to prolong such a life wa» only 
a prolbngaticm of punkhment^ and hohfing 
up ta that and fixture ages a more terrible 
and durable monument of the hdmousness 
of a ciime^ which had called down upon its 
attthor so signal a juc^ment. 

Tfais^ short but lamentable tale contains 
some ai the most important and usefid les- 
sons in tl» hifi^ory of Scripture. It shews us 
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how deeply human nature was corrupted by 
the fall ; how naturally the unrestrained in- 
dulgence of the passions leads to the com- 
mission of crime ; and how necessary, both to 
our present and eternal happiness, is the 
imion of faith arid obedience. 

All the motives which instigated the sin 
of our first parents appear to have been 
doubly entailed upon their posterity ; the 
two princijpal of which were distrust and 
pride. Distrust led Eve to doubt the bene- 
volent intentions of her Maker ; pride in- 
duced her to break the commandment, in 
order to enlarge her sphere of knowledge, and 
ra,ise herself in the scale of being; Distrust 
made Cain ' disbelieve the promise of afii- 
ture reward, and doubt the divine assurance ; 
pride seduced him to arrogate the favour' of 
God as a matter of right, and to lo(d: with an 
envious eye upon every mark of beneficence 
bestowed upon his brother. In the first in- 
stance they led to the only commission by 
which man could rebel ; in the latter they 
broke through all the boundaries by whidi 
sin is separated fi'oih crime, and let in upon 
the world that long train of guilt, whidb. is 
continually swellitig the account of human 
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depravity. So rapid was their progress, so 
universal became their influence, that in less 
than two thousand years they brought a 
flood of waters upon the earth ; and so ge- 
nerally have they established their dominion 
over the renovated world, that they threaten 
at no very distant period to call down the 
vengeance foretold by the Prophet, when the 
earth shall shrink like a shrivelled scroll, and 
the trump of the Arch-angel summon man 
to. judgment. Against the terrors of that 
dreadful day the only efficient protection is 
purity of heart. The watch set over that 
treacherous inmate, whose '* every imagina- 
tion is evil continually," must never be with- 
drawn, for who can tell how quickly the first 
blameable indulgence may lead to actual 
sin, and sin to crime of the deepest stain ; 
till the seeds of virtue shall be entirely eraT 
dicated, and our access to the gate of life 
be closed upon us for ever. Distrust 
and pride having once taken possession of 
Cain, soon introduced theur fit companions 
envy and wrath, and so completely did they 
share his soul fis to instigate him to the per- 
petration of an act, whose lightest thought 
is revolting to humanity. Above all things 
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we mujst guard 9gaii}6t tbe uitrodiifition of 
those dangerous rdelusions^ that good works 
haveoftfa^ye« alonea. i»he>^t chu» to 
an immortal reward; or that God has jpare- 
destined certam persom., without the per- 
formanqe of any condition on their part^ to 
eternal salTiaticm. St Paul tells us^ that want 
of faith occasioned the rejection of the elder 
brother's offering;^ and God has . declared, 
that if Cain had continued in well*doing, he 
would have been accepted. Which appar 
rent contradiction is easily reconciled by 
reflecting^ that a genuine and efficacious 
&ith includes the works of obedience; and 
that such good actions as obtain acceptaaitje 
pre-suppose that humble confidence whid> 
(sets no value upon its own performance^ but 
lodb for the fiilfilment of the promises only 
through the menta and mediation of the 
Redeemer. So peculiar are the words used 
upon this occanion, that they appear to have 
been intended as a refutation of the opinioOf 
that the grace of God is bestowed in conse^ 
qiience of election only. Cain^ actuated by 
pride^ considered himself in . every respect 
superior to Abel^ and would consequently 
attribute the dispensations of Providence to 



undue preference and caprice. In this dis^ 
position be vents his unhallowed murmurs, 
and is corrected by being reminded that the 
&ult is in his own heart, and comforted with 
the assurance that God is no reiSpecter of 
persons, but receives with impartial justice all 
who worship him in spirit and in truth. He 
was free to pursue his course, or retrace his 
steps } to persist, or to repent. But the 
spirit of evil had engrossed him, and sug- 
gested Such degrading thoughts of the 
divine government as maddened him to des- 
pension* Hence that obstinate perseverance 
in crime, which ended in a brother's muir* 
der, and which doomed him to wander, a 
wretched outcast^ a burden to himself^ and 
the detestation of mankind. 

In the premature death of Abel, we have 
evident proof that this life is not the end 
of being, and that worldy success and mis- 
fortune afford us no scale by which to 
judge of internal rectitude. Never would 
the Eternal have suffered him to have been 
cut off in the dawning of hope, when every 
virtue was budding into perfection, had he 
not prepared for him " a greater and more 
exceeding weight of glory." We are all apt 



72 

to be dazzled by the marks of temporal 
prosperity; and when the good are over- 
taken with affliction, or snatched from our 
mortal view, we lavish our tears, and are 
prodigal of our regrets. We do not con- 
sider that the wicked are suffered to 
flourish till the sum of his iniquities is fuU, 
and that the ris^hteous are taken away 
from impending evil. Let us endeavoii 
to penetrate the mists of this spiritual 
prison, and accustom ourselves to the con- 
templation of heavenly objects. Let its 
cultivate a hun^ble opinion of ourselves ; 
exalted notions of the Supreme; and, uniting 
&ith with obedience, let us so live under the 
combmed influences of resignation and hope 
that, in all the accidents to which human 
life is liable, we may maintoin an even tern- 
per of mind ; and welcome the last awBil 
messenger as a long-expected friend, who 
comes to loosen our corruptible fetters, and 
bear us safe into the bosom of our Father 
and our God. 



SERMON V. 



JOHN IX. 4. 



/ must work the toorks of him that sent me, while it 
is day; the night comethj when no man can work. 

These words were spoken by our blessed 
Saviour concerning himself ; and, before I 
proceed to enforce their individual applica- 
tion, I wish to recal to your minds the very 
remarkable occasion on which they were 
uttered. Having dismissed the woman 
taken in adultery, and thus shewn that he 
assumed no authority as a temporal judge, 
he bore testimony to his heavenly mission 
before the assembled crowds, saying, " I 
am the light of the world, he that followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life." To the truth of which 
declaration, the Pharisees objected, because 
he bare record of himself. The Evangelist 
proceeds to relate the preaching of Christ 
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upon that occasion^ when many believed on 
him: and to the enquiries of the Jews re- 
specting the nature of his mission, and the 
extent of his authcftity, he at last replied, 
^* before Abraham was, I am/' When 
Moses received hk commission from God, 
who appeared to him in the flaming bush, 
he asked what answer he should give to those 
who should enquire after him that sent him. 
^ Behold, when I come unto the diildren of 
Israel, and shall say unto them, the God of 
your Fathers hatli sent me uato you, and 
ihej shall say to me, what is his name? 
What shall I say u&io them? And God 
said unto Moses» I Am that I Am« And he 
said, thus shalt thou say unto the children 
of Israel, I Am hadi sent me unto you/' 
When therefore our Lord dedatred '' befinre 
Abraham was, I am^'' he assumed to himself 
the title, and the prerogative of God^ As 
}£ he had said^ '' I am he, at whole breath 
the worlds were m^de; wbo continue to 
sustain the §aibnc c^ the universe; who con* 
versed in dreams and visiong with the Patii« 
archs ; who commissioned Moses to lead you 
out of the land of Egypt; who went before 
you in a piUar of a cloud by day, and in a 
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piliar di fire foy night ; the Rodk ^f the 
wilderness, the Ai^l of the ocrremBt, the 
Ahm^aty^ the everiasting God/' No won^ 
der, Hien, liiat those who expeeted to find 
in the Messiah a temporal Kiii^, of the seed 
of Abraham according to the fleshy sAiould 
immediately proceed to execute judgment 
upon a man whom they coi»ideied gmlty of 
blasphemy. "^ Then they todk up stmies to 
cast at him» hut he hid himself, and went 
out of the midst of them, gmng through the 
temple, and so passed by." The time of 
his death being not yet come, he adopted 
the necessary human precautions, in order 
to escape their fiizy* But although he did 
not condescend to gire a miraculous proof of 
his assertion to those who were so greatly 
enraged against him and hardened in un- 
belief he embraced an immediate oppor- 
tunity of strengthenii^ and confirming the 
fiiih of those disciples who still walked 
with him, and who had. probably been the 
mortal instruments of his rescue £rom this 
imminent danger. As they passed along, 
he ^^ saw a man which was blind fix)m his 
birth." I£s disciples, in reference to the 
second commandment, where God threatentr 
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to '^ visit the sins of the fathers upon the 
chUdren," enquired whether so great a mis- 
fortune had been entailed upon this person 
for the crime of his parents, or whether it 
was a punishment inflicted for any sins eom- 
mitted by his soul in some former state of 
existence. He replied, that the blindness 
of this man had been inflicted neither as a 
punishment nor a trial, but expressly in 
mder that he, the Saviour of the Universe^ 
might be enabled to give them indisputable 
evidence, that he came in the spirit, and in 
the power of God To the.Pharisees> who 
objected that his record was not trae, be- 
cause he bare record . of himseli^ he had 
vouchsafed only a verbal assertion; 'Mtis 
written in your law, that the testimony of 
two men is true. I am one that bear wit- 
ness of myself, and the Father that sent me 
beareth witness of me." He now informs 
his disciples, that this man was bom blind 
in order that God might give the necessary 
testimony, and bring irresistible proof that 
he, Jesus of Nazareth, was ** the light of 
the world." For he prefaces the miracle 
with that very assertion which' had called 
forth the objection ; '' as long as I am in the 
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world, 1 am the light of the world. When 
he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground^ 
and made clay of the spittle; and he anointed 
the eyes of the blind man with the clay, 
and said unto him, go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam. He went his way, therefore, and 
washed, and came seemg." In this instance, 
then, the Father and the Son bare record 
together ; and I know no part of Scripture 
which more decidedly proves that Christ 
was not merely a prophet, nor even an angel 
who had assumed the human form for the 
redemption of mankind, but really what we 
declare him to be in the Nicene Creed,— 
'* Light of light, very God of very God." 
He first tells the people, in the words of 
Jehovah from the flaming bush, that he i» 
God; he then^ass^1;s, that a man, who sat 
begging by the way-side, was bom blind, 
in order that the Godhead might manifest 
itself in the cure of his infirmity; and he 
actually performs the miracle to which he 
had appealed for the confirmation of hiis 
Divinity. A miracle of no ordinary kind ; a 
miracle, which it was impossible for human 
ingenuity to disprove, or human malice to 
misinterpret. To have cured a complaint 



pfoduced I^ natund causes^ might hare 
been, imimted to aiii>erior ASl in mrgerj or 
BMdkiiie. To restore the si^t of one 
generaUy and notorioiisly known to hare 
hKSi Uind fimm his births upon whom pro** 
haiAj every expedient had been tried^ and 
had &tled; to^ do tU»» without acKjr previocur 
pDcpaiatiein, before a cloud <£ wilinesses, 
sbnpfy by miadbog Ins iqpattle with a Httle 
temnion day. admitted iieidier eqahrocatio^ 
nor nuscomseptran. Those who persist in 
denying the Divimty of our blessed Lord; 
nuiy say, lihat being endowed ftom above 
with the gift of projdiecy, and the powa of 
woddng nnraeles, he, in this mstanee, ex- 
ceeded his^ connnission for the gratification 
of his pride, tfaere^ dbmning a h^her state 
of b^g tiban that to which he was* justly 
entitled. In refutaticm of this objection, 
kt me refer you to several instances in the 
Old Testament, where the presumption or 
disobedience oi a prophet was attended with 
visible and imme^ate punishment. When 
Balaam attempted to go to Balak without 
anthcwky, the angel of the Lord met Mm in 
the way, and would have slain hira. The 
prophet, who was sent to curse the altar at 
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Beth«li waa c|«$tray«4 hy alion» lot himtg, 
returned md eateq bread ond dcwnk water 
in a citjr, in which Hke hofd h«4 eour 
numded him neither to ea^ nor to dnnJi. 
It is also xiQcorded in the twentieth chE^ptcar 
of the First Book of JiMfp». that 000 of tbi» 
SOBS of the prophetic who reposed to smite 

HI the name of the Lord^ sulEbred death £w 
his disobedleocQi But Moaea^ the greait 
forerunner and type of Christ, aj&xd« % 
precedent more strictly applicable to our 
present purpose. Whi^ the children of 
Israel were on the point of perishii^ fbr 
W8»t of water, " the glory of the Lord ap* 
peared^ and the Lord spake unta Moses(^ 
saying; take the rod» and gather thou, the^ 
assembly together,, thou aiwi Aaron thy 
brother, and speak ye unto the rock before 
their eyes ; and it shall give forth its water, 
and thou shalt bring forth to then its water; 
out of the rock ; so thou shalt give the con- 
gregation and their beasts drink. And 
Moses took the rod &om before the Lord as 
he commanded them. And Menses and 
Aaron gathered the congregation together 
before the rock, and he f aid unto them. 
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hear now/ ye rebels, must we fetch you water 
out of this rock ? And Moses lift up his 
hand, and with his rod he smote the rock 
twice ; and the water came out abundantly, 
and the congregation drank, and their beasts 
also/' Moses was desired to stand and speak 
to the rock with the rod in his hand, in order 
that the children of Israel might know that 
the miracle proceeded from the Word of 
the Lord, who alone giveth "" help in time 
of trouble/' But mom^itary irritation and 
pride prevailed over the prudence and 
ni^ekness of the Prophet. He smote the 
rock twice, and both by word and action 
endeavoured to convey to the minds of the 
people, that he had done this great thing of 
his own power and authqrity. " Hear now, 
ye rebels," said he, " must we bring you 
water out of this rock ?" This act of dis- 
obedience, presumption, and unbelief, was 
immediately followed by the denunciation 
of the heaviest punishment which could be 
inflicted upon Moses and Aaron in this life— 
their exclusion from the land of promise. 
'' And the Lord spake unto Moses and 
Aaron, because ye believed me not, to 
sanctify me in the eyes of the children of 
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Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this con<- 
gregation into the land which I have given 
them." Moses prayed fervently, that he 
might still be allowed to cross the river 
Jordan; but could only obtain permission 
to behold the land of Canaan from the top 
of Mount Pisgah. The sentence which he 
had incurred, was punctually inflicted. We 
are informed in the last chapter of Deute- 
ronomy, which is supposed to have been 
added by his successor Joshua, that ''he 
died in the land of Moab, according to the 
Word of the Lord." If the presumption of 
Moses was thus severely punished, is it cre- 
dible that the Almighty would suffer his 
favoured servant to work a muscle in con- 
firmation of blasphemy, while employed in 
a misrion wUch ^ncemed the eL^ wel- 
fare of mankind ? I:^ therefore, we believe 
that prophecy and the power of working 
miracles are the gift of the Eternal, we must 
also believe that in his '' holy child Jesus 
dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily," aiid continue to address him in the 
fervent ejaculation of the convicted Thomas, 
" my Lord, and my God !" 
But immediately previous to working this 
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miraculous cure in confirmation of his divi- 
nity, our benevolent Redeemer used an ex- 
pression which shewed most strongly the 
genuine humility of his spirit, and at the 
same time impressed upon the minds of his 
disciples the necessity of instant and unre- 
mitting exertion. '' I must work the works 
of him that sent me, while it is day ; the 
night Cometh when no man can work/' I 
am about to prove incontestably that I par* 
take of the Divine Essence^ and, for the con- 
firmation of your faith, and that of succeed- 
ing generations, exercise its power. Having 
however taken upon me the form of man, 
and the likeness of a servant, I have to fulfil 
the task appointed me of the Father, and 
must leave you an example of perfect obedi- 
ence. Nor will this work admit delay. 
The time for its accomplishment is limited ; 
and, as( the setting sun puts an end to the 
labours of the husbandman, so is that night 
rapidly approaching, which shaU put a pe- 
riod to my labours in this state of mortality. 
Be ye also diligent in your calling, and cul- 
tivate, while day continues^ the vineyard 
which I shall have planted. 
Let us now dedicate a few momenta to 
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the consideration of the person by whom 
the Messiah was sent ; the work which he 
was commissioned to execute ; the shortness 
of the time allowed for its fulfilment ; and 
the circumstances and consequences of that 
night which closed the glorious scene, and 
terminated the sufferings of the Saviour of 
mankinds 

The person, who in the language of Scrip- 
ture is said to have sent our Saviour to 
ftiMl his sacred mission, is the first person of 
the Trinity, the Father of the universe. 
Upon the fall of man from his high estate 
in Paradise, the Almighty Son consecrated 
himself as a sacrifice for our redemption. 
The decrees of heaven are not to be reversed. 
When he offered to make this oblation 
for sin, he willingly resigned for a season 
the celestial throne. Clothed with this 
tabernacle of flesh, he became ^' inferior to 
the Father as touching his manhood" until 
his glorified resurrection, when all things 
both in heaven and earth were '' put under 
his feet." During his sojourn on earth, he 
assumed a lower station as far as regarded 
his personal trials and sufferings; and 
although he '' thought it no robbery to be 
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equal with God/' yet he constantly magni- 
fied the will of the Father ; and in his agony 
in the garden he ardently pfrayed that, if it 
were possible, that cup of sorrow might 
"pass from him." So desirous was he to 
keep this fact in the view of his disciples, 
that he constantly attributes to the Father 
every extraordinary work. He cast out devils 
by *' the finger of God/' When his ene- 
mies attempted to seize him, and Peter 
drew his sword to defend him, he says, 
" Thinkest thou not that I can pray to my 
Father, and he will instantly give me twelve 
legions of Angels ? But then how should 
these things be ?" He might certainly have 
quitted at pleasure this state of trial, and 
have resumed his station on high, as far as 
power was concerned ; but having devoted 
himself for man, he lay under a moral im- 
possibility of renouncing his engagement. 
God cannot lie ; his word is truth. Subse- 
quently then to his voluntary oflfer of atone- 
ment, he was literally sent of the Father, 
and his work was** to do the will of him 
that sent him." 

That will, how full of benevolence and 
love ! That work how extensive, how glo- 



85 

riousi To establish a new covenant between^ 
God and man; to deliver a code of morals, 
perfect as the being from whom it had its 
source ; to illustrate evCTy precept by spot- 
less example; to preach good tidings of 
great joy, either in person, or by messen- 
gers endowed with extraordinary powers 
throughout the cities of Judah ; to fulfil i^ 
their order aU the predictions of the pro- 
phets concerning the Messiah, the Almighty 
Deliverer from the bondage of sin and 
death ; to give publicly, at various times, 
before different assembhes, miraculous 
proofe of the truth of his divine missicm ; for 
the sake of weak corrupted man, to receive 
buffetings and ignominy as the vilest of 
malefactors; to bear the sins of the whole 
world on his body on the tree ; and, in the 
last agonies of expiring humanity, to illustrate 
the hardest lesson which he had taught, by 
earnestly praying that his murderers miirht 
be for jven, to they might beUeVe L 
repent, and be hereafter admitted to share 
with him a crown of immortality. Such was 
the labour of love reqmred at his hands, in- 
cluding every trial both of suffering and 
active obedience. With what precision. 
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with what unceasing anxiety he stroye to 
perform it^ let the saered volume bear wit* 
ness ; whose every page abounds with sub- 
lime precepts, with proofs of th^ most 
touching solicitude for the present and eter- 
nal happiness of the meanest of mankind, 
and with acts of more than parental kind* 
Qess. When the minds eye embodies the 
affecting scenes drawn by the Evangelists, 
you would imagine that you beheld him sur** 
rounded by his kindred^ pa-ying peculiar 
attentions to the lame, the deaf, and the 
blind, as to a beloved child or brother en- 
deared by infirmity, and drawn still closer 
to his heart by the injuries of the world. 
Can the human mind, we are inchned to 
exclaim, be capable of such disinterested, 
such unbounded benevolence? Alas! my 
brethren, the powers of man ftll as much 
below the ability thus to act, as the Majesty 
of the Godhead exceeds the expectation 
ihai he would undertake it. Is it not then 
infinitely more wonderfol that He, whose 
blessedness is incapable of diminution or 
of change, should submit to the extremes of 
poverty and hunger,, to bodily pain, and 
mental affliction, m order to reclaim ungrate- 
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fill rebels to his will^ whom his w<xrd might 
annihUate in a moment, nod who cm ad4 
QQthing tQ his felicity? Y^ this is the 
mystery of the faith delivered to the saiats^i 
whiph we camiot comprehend; but which 
we are required to believe as the cpnditiaii of 
our salvation* We know it to be true, be- 
cause he, who is truth itself, has asserted it ; 
and eon&nn^d that assertion by such a mi- 
racle as could only be performed by the 
int^position of God* And whether or no 
our confidence in ''his faithfulness and truth" 
be suffiqiently strong to wprk in us the ne- 
ces^airy works of obedience, we shall most as^ 
suredly b<shold him face to face w|ien he shall 
come " in the glory of his Father, attended 
by the blessed angels," to call into judg- 
ment every action, whether it be good, or 
whether it be evil ; and to pass irrevocablei 
sentence upon the gainsay er and the believer, 
upon '' him that serv^th God^ md upon him 
that servetb him not," 

Let me now ask you what portion of time 
you should think sufficient for these works^ 
of mercy ? The years of man are three- 
score and ten ; and when the best of us turn 
from the brink of the grave to r^al with 
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scrupulous exactness every act which can 
administer comfort to the departing spirit, 
how few are those from which we can derive 
any real consolation, which have not been 
debased by a mixture of pride, interest, or 
vain-glory? Yet all the works, which the 
Ommpotent deemed necessary to accom- 
plish the end of the divine mission, were to 
be performed in less than four years I Justly 
might the Saviour of the world declare, that 
he '' must work the works of him that sent 
him, while it was day ;" that he had no time 
left for indolent repose, or pleasurable en- 
joyment ; that he must not suffer even the 
requisite precautions of personal safety to 
distract him from his destined labours ; but 
that he must pursue the unvaried tenor of 
his course^ while the beams of the sun 
lighted him on his journey, lest, if he 
lingered by the way, the shades of night 
should close on him for ever. He foreknew 
who should betray him ; the time, the place, 
the manner of his death ; and he delayed 
not to execute the commands of his Father/ 
but hasted to do every thing which was 
connected with, or could contribute to the 
divine scheme for the redemption of man- 
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kmd. Ite eompared the appointed time of 
his mmistry to a natural day ; a day, whose 
fellow was never to return. " The Sun of 
Righteousness had arisen with healing in his 
winffs/' and all nations were called *' to his 
light <UHl kings to the brightne» of hi» 
rising." He was to penetrate the mists of 
ignorance and error; to dissipate the cloud 
which hung between the camps of Israel 
and Egypt, between the chosen seed and 
the rebellious Gentiles ; "' to give hght to 
them that sat in darkness and in the shadow 
of death ;" and to renovate with his sacred 
beams all the comers of the earth. The 
benefits of his coming were to be general 
and unconfined ; and, when he set, he was 
to rise no more. How true, how just an 
emblem of the '' Lamb slain from the foun- 
dation of the world," jpure, and without 
spot, " unspeakable, and full of glory." Of 
Him, who gave himself a sacrifice for the 
sins of the whole world, and having made 
'' one oblation of himself once offered, for 
ever sat down at the right hand of God, 
fi-om henceforth expecting till his enemies 
be made his footstool." There is now no 
other sin-offering but the blood of Jesus. 
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He will come no more to direct us by his 
precepts^ to convince us by his miracles, 
to strengthen us by his example. He 
executed, during the short period of his 
ministry, so many acts of charity and mercy, 
that if I should speak of them^ they are 
more in number than I should be able to 
express. He continued to labour '^ while it 
was day/' with unremitted diligence^ with 
unwearied love ; and, at his departure, he 
left us so clear a revelation, so sure a Testa- 
ment sealed with his blood ; and consum- 
mated, in his last moments, so inestimable a 
triumph over the eternal enemy of man, that 
he may be said to have turned the night 
into a softer day ; and, like the luminary to 
which he was compared by the prophet, to 
have eclipsed his noontide splendor by his 
decline of glory. 

At that awM hour, he finished a life of 
sufferings beyond all which had fallen to the 
lot of man, and completed the redemption 
of the whole human race. The night which 
succeeded, was indeed a night of horror to 
those who had crucified the Lord of life ; 
for it was attended by supernatural dark- 
ness, and spoke in thunders to the heart of 
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the guilty. But to the faithful disciple, to 
the truly humble and confiding Christian, 
every circumstance which attended the dis- 
solution of his Master, was an additional 
proof of his " faithfulness and truth/' *' The 
earth quaked, and the rocks rent." All 
nature was convulsed at the expiation of 
her God. " The veil of the temple was 
rent in twain from the top to the bottom :" 
and while the hardened and unbelieving 
Jew trembled at an event of more than 
mortal import, it conveyed to the anxious 
disciple the assurance of reconciliation ; and 
gave to every believer free access into the 
courts of the Eternal. The Savibur of the 
world had concluded his work. The labour 
of the Christian was about to commence. 
The signal was given from above, and the 
angels of the everlasting gospel were sent 
forth to gather the elect from the four winds 
of heaven. Armed with the promises and 
threatenings of the new covenant, and with 
authority to declare remission of sins to aU 
who should believe and repent, they were 
commanded to preach Christ crucified in 
every country, and by the washing of rege- 
neration to receive his disciples into the 
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adoption of the spbrit. A commission of 
the greatest importance, of the heaviest 
responsibility ! No plea of worldly engage- 
ments, of want of leisure^ nor even of mental 
incapacity, will excuse the neglect of it. 
The ministers of the church have under- 
taken it at the altar ; they have sworn to be 
zealous . and diligent in their sacred calling ; 
and the soul of every one who goes astray 
through their inattention, will be required 
at their hands. Consider then, my brethren, 
how grievous a thing it is to call continually, 
and to have no reply ; to sow the seeds of 
eternal life, and to have no return in due 
season. To be bound to the constant repe- 
tition of a duty, which as constantly fails of 
its effect; to be for ever explaining doctrines, 
and giving utterance to divine truths, which 
attract the attention for a moment, but never 
sink into the heart. Your will, your habits 
of life, your earnest investigation of sacred 
things, must co-operate with the exertions 
of your pastors, if you reaUy wish their ex- 
hortations to be useful either to you or to 
themselves. They are promised a more ex- 
cellent reward according to the success of 
their labours^ for '' they that turn many to 
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righteousness, shall shine as the finnament 
for ever ;" but if their flocks be incorrigibly 
negligent, or obstinately deaf, the crime is 
their own, their own will be the punishment. 
Suffer not yourselves to be deceived by 
reports, so assiduously circulated, that the 
ministers of the Church of England are in- 
capable of explaining to you the gospel of 
peace. Listen at least to their discourses, 
and diligently enquire into the truth of these 
things. Try their doctrines by the only in- 

* _ 

fallible test, the sure word of Scripture. To 
have given credit too easily to the assertions 
of the abandoned and profligate, or to have 
been led away by cunningly devised fables, 
however correct the moral conduct of those 
who countenance them, will be of no avail in 
the great day of retribution. Should all their 
flocks combine to cast a stigma upon their 
doctrines in the hope of having themselves 
excused, there is one who judgeth, even the 
all-righteous God ; who will not refuse his 
servants their proper recompense, although 
they should be obliged to declare in the 
words of their Heavenly Father, " all day 
long have I stretched forth my hands unto 
a disobedient and gainsaying people." 



SERMON VI. 



HEBREWS X. 39. 

We are not of them that draw back to perdition; but 
of them that believe to the saving of the soul. 

In the holy Gospels we have the history of 
our Saviour's life and doctrines ; and in the 
Epistles we have such further directions as 
are necessary to regulate our faiths and keep 
us in the way which leads to eternal hap- 
piness. The plain and simple narrative 
given in the four Evangehsts may easily be 
tmderstood by all who will read it with at- 
tention, and who are desirous of information 
on that most important subject. The pre- 
cepts and parables are^ in many instances, 
clothed in the figurative language of the 
East, and some acquaintance with the man- 
ners and customs of the nations of antiquity 
is necessary for their proper explanation. 
But the Epistles abound with difficulties of 

expression, and with allusions to opinions 
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and events, with the nature and circum- 
stances of which those to whom these letters 
are addressed were perfectly acquainted, 
but which to us are mysterious and obscure. 
These difficulties are the chief causes of the 
diff^ent sects among Christians; and some of 
them have produced scruples of conscience 
in a vast number of persons, who, therefore, 
hesitate to observe those sacraments which 
were instituted by our Lord himself, and 
which are generally necessaiy to salvation. 
To explain such difficult passages, and to 
endeavour to overcome such scruples as 
may have been raised by misinterpretation 
or misconception, is the peculiar province of 
the Christian minister; and as there is no 
part of the service of the Church of England 
so generally neglected as the administration 
of the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, it 
becomes the more imperiously his duty to 
warn his flock of the flagrant contempt of 
which tibey are guilty, and of the dreadful 
punishment which they incur, by persisting 
in such neglect. Of all the offences com- 
mitted by those who had embraced the 
doctrines of Christianity in the primitive 
ages of the church, there is only one 
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declared to be incapable of pardon; and 
this was that sin of apostacy against which 
the apostle so seriously warns the Jewish 
converts in the Epistle to the Hebrews; 
and which, from the earnestness and fre- 
quency of his exhortations to avoid it, 
appears to have been at that time very 
generally committed. To such indeed as 
dissembled their faith in time of danger, and 
from dread of persecution, the door of re* 
pentance was still open ; and although their 
sin was great, and afforded evident proof of 
a weak and wavering faith, yet upon a full 
conviction of their fault, and a firm belief of 
the ei&cacy of Christ's atonement upon the 
cross, they *were again received into the 
bosom of the Church. None indeed were 
excluded from the hope of salvation, but 
such as having duly considered the signs of 
the times, and become acquainted with the 
truths of Christianity, had, of their own free 
will, renounced the faith which was in them, 
and again embraced the worship of heathen 
images, or the ceremonies of the Jewish law. 
For these men have had a fiill experience 
of all the means by which God was pleased 
to give testimony to the truth of. the 
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Christian faith, and of the prophetic office^ 
and glorious resurrection of our Lord; and 
if they refiise to be convinced, there is no 
other method left to change their unbeliefs 
But frequent as this apostacy was at the pe-^ 
riod in which St. Paul wrote; it was still 
more general perhaps a few years since^ 
when almost every nation of Europe em* 
Inraced the cause of infidelity. The delusion 
is past ; the madness, when we consider its 
once powerful and extensive influence, may 
be said to be no more ; but it has left behind 
it, as its natural consequence, that hesitation 
and doubt, which stop suddenly short with 
one foot upon the threshold, and refuse to 
enter the sanctuary of God. Such a temper 
of mind surgues the extreme of danger; it 
speaks in language not to be mistaken ; it 
bears audible testimony to the want of that 
enthusiastic love, which has tried ii) vain to 
measure the extent of a Redeemer s sacri- 
fice, and comes with humble gratitude to 
offer its tribute of adoration and praise. Yet 
liiat such a temper is common amongst 
you, my beloved brethren, I am com- 
pelled to declare ; and for the truth of my 
assertion to that altar I appeal ! That altar, 
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which you are continually exhorted to ap- 
proach, where you are invited to enter into 
communion with your Heavenly Master ; and 
to which he beckons you himself with smiles 
of beneficence and love* Is it the luke- 
warmness of your faith which disobeys the 
summons ? Or is it that mysterious terror 
which fears to tempt a heavier condemna- 
tion, and trembles for the consequences of 
an ill-spent life ? I believe that it is too fre- 
quently a mixture of both^ and I would seri- 
ously argue with you upon the effects which 
they are likely to produce. Were I ad- 
dressing an assembly who had never heard 
the glad tidings of salvation, I must begin 
by rehearsing the narrative of the gospel; 
but the very circumstance of your attendance 
here, tells me that you are acquainted with 
the leading doctrines of Christianity ; that 
you are, desirous of having your doubts re- 
moved ; and that you bring a willing mind, 
prepared to divest itself of prejudice, and 
eager for conviction. I shall endeavour 
to shew you that those who think an in- 
active assent to the truths of Christianity 
sufficient to salvation^ deceive themselves; 
that in religion there is no middle course ; 
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and that those who tbte lukewarm in 
iaith, are ready every moment to retrace 
their 8tep6 and relapse into thicker darkness 
than enveloped them before they embraced, 
upon conviction, the doctniies of Jesos. 
And should I be so happy as to bring you 
to a sense of your situation, I trust that con- 
viction will be followed by immediate amend- 
ment; that you will, on the approaching 
nativity of our blessed Lord, crowd around 
his altar, to partake in the commemoration 
of his sufferings and death ; and that we 
may all have the satisfaction to declare with 
the apostle, ^*We are not of them that 
draw back to perdition, but of them that be- 
lieve to the saving of the soul/' 

In the first place, I would "^address myself 
to those, who are constant attendants upon 
the service of the church, who listen with 
attention to the doctrines which they hear 
there, and who depart with a general deter- 
mination to obey the precepts of the gospel. 
Such persons perhaps partly put in practice 
what they are taught ; they are charitable 
and kind to their poorer and more helpless 
neighbours, and sometiines give themselves 
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iip to serious meditation Upon the subject of 
religion. 

After haying been present at a strong ex- 
hortation to partake of the sacrament of the 
liord's Supper, they may reason within them- 
selves somewhat after this manner. — '' I feel 
a powerful impression upon my mind of the 
truth of Christianity ; I desire to be more 
fully informed of every circumstance con- 
nected with its rise and progress, and to be 
acquainted with every step necessary to en- 
43ure my eternal wel&re. For this purpose, 
I regularly attend the duty of the church, 
and I feel satisfied from the proofi which are 
there given me, that Jesus of Nazareth is the 
Messiah promised to the Jews; who suffered 
death upon the cross for the sins of all man- 
Icind, and who shall come again at the ^ end 
of the world in his glorious majesty to judge 
both th^ quick and the dead/ I have for 
some time been contented with such a be- 
lief, and considered myself certain of eternal 
happiness, whenever it shaU please God 
to call me j&om this life to a better world. 
But I begin now to feel my mind harrassed 
and uneasy ; and to doubt whether some- 
thing further be not necessary to insure my 
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eternal salvation. If Jesus was indeed the 
Messiah, and died for me and for all man- 
kind, he instituted on the very night in 
which he was betrayed, a certain sacrament 
in perpetual commemoration of his death, 
and accompanied it with this particular and 
express command to his disciples, ' as often 
as ye eat and drink, do this in remembrance 
of me/ He also declared that the bread to 
be broken on that solemn occasion was to be 
a type of his body offered as a sacrifice upon 
the cross, and that the wine was. to,. be a 
type of his blood, which was shed for many; 
fi)r the remission of sins. I find too that the 
Apostle St. Paul, who was raised up pur* 
posely to preach the gospel to the Gentiles, 
exhorts the Corinthians to the exact obser- 
vance of this commemoration in the most 
impressive manner, and: that it was very ge- 
neraUy observed in the first agos of the 
Church. I am therefore almost persuaded 
that to receive it at stated times is the. duty 
of eve^ Christian. ^ that it cannot Z 
neglected without incurring a heavy respon- 
sibility. I do not indeed find myself suffi- 
ciently prepared at present for that purpose, 
but I determine to take it into my most 
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serioos consideratioii^ and when the nest t6^ 
galaar season returns^ if no firesh doubts and 
diffieolties arise in my mind^ I intend to 
9»msk at its cdebration/' 

The man^ who argues thus upon sudhi an 
occasion, retires perfectly satisfied with the 
goodness of his intenticms^ and thinks very 
little more upon the subject till he is sur* 
prized with a fi*esh exhortation to the per-* 
&rmance of his duty, when he repeats the 
same arguments, with the same unfortunate 
result. AlasT my brethren, a very httle 
mcate consideraticm upcm the subject of reli- 
gion, and a little stronger and more deter-- 
mined resolution to examine the state of his 
souI„ would l»ring such a m;an with pious 
gratitude and faith, to the table of his Re- 
deemer. It is this continual delay to whidi 
we are all too prone ; it is this unwilling^ 
mess to listen ta unpleassmt truths, when 
they concern ourselves, which carry us on 
day after day, and year after year, in the same 
temper of indecisicm, till disease and death 
overtake us ; and, if we are still permitted 
to partdse in th^ mojst awful of the ceremo- 
nies of religion, we embrace the opportunity 
more from terror than from hope ; and the 



celebration is productive only of dissatisfied 
feelings, which would gladly impose upon the 
World, but are unable to deceive even our- 
selves. Let me exhort all those who find 
themselves in this situation no longer to he- 
sitate; they have ample time, for enquiry 
and for prayer ; time which, if properly em- 
ployed, will make them acquainted with the 
urgent necessity of their case, and prepare 
their minds for reconciliation with that 
Heavenly Parent, who feels for all his chil- 
dren a much stronger affection than any 
earthly parent, and who most earnestly de- 
sires that we should all experience the in- 
fhience of his Holy Spirit, and be brought 
through faith by repentance to salvation. 

Let me now call your attention to a pas- 
sage in St. Paul's First Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, which is said to have deterred many 
weU-disposed persons from attending the 
Lord's Supper, and which certainly has 
served as an excuse to numbers, who never 
perhaps had any serious desire to communi- 
cate. The passage to which I allude is in 
in the eleventh chapter, and thus expressed ; 
*' Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, 
and drink this cup of the Lord unworthily. 
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shall be guilty of the body and blood of the 
Lord. But tet a man examine himself, and 
so let him eat of that bread, and drink of 
that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh 
unworthily, eateth and drinketh damna* 
tion to himself, not discerning the Lord s 
body/' That such a sentence, standing 
by itself, should have the eflfect of terri- 
fying weak minds, I can easily believe ; but 
when we examine what immediately pre* 
cedes, and consider the occasion upon which 
it was written, the matter becomes plain 
and intelligible, and doubt and uncertainty 
are at an end. The supper of our Lord 
was originally celebrated in this manner. 
Every person carried into the church as 
much meat and drink as he chose, or could 
afford; and when the whole congregation 
were assembled they first commemorated 
the death of Christ by the sacrament of 
bread and wine, and afterwards sat down and 
partook together of the supper which all had 
provided. So that the rich had the oppor- 
tunity afforded them of concluding the cere- 
mony with an act of charity, and of furnish- 
ing a cheerful and comfortable meal to their 
poorer neighbours. But the Corinthians had 
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greatly abused this custom. It appears that 
many individuals had brought large quanti- 
tities of wine to the feast ; that they had be- 
gun the celebration before the whole con- 
gregation were assembled ; that they had 
invited no one to partake with them ; and 
that the poor were left without provision, 
while the rich committed a debauch. *' For 
in eating," says the Apostle, " every one 
taketh before other his own supper; and 
one is hungry, and another is drunken. 
What, have ye not houses to eat and to 
drink in, or despise ye the church of God, 
and shame them that have not ?" And he 
proceeds to shew them with how much sim- 
plicity and decency Christ had celebrated 
the supper with the disciples ; assuring them 
that those who partook of it in so unworthy 
a manner as he had before described, were 
guilty of the body and blood of the Lord; 
for they did indeed crucify him afresh, and 
put him to an open shame. So that there is 
no foundation for the scruples of those who 
have been terrified by the Apostle's declara- 
tion. At the same time it is certainly true, 
that whoever comes to share those holy 
mysteries, must examine his own heart, and 
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not presume to approach that table, unless 
he be in Christian charity with all men. 
And if we indeed hve in the practice of 
the Christian virtues, and have a hvely faith 
in the sacrifice of Jesus upon the cross, why 
should we hesitate to accept his gracious 
invitation? Tp say that we are not pre* 
pared, is to declare that we harbour maJice 
and hatred in our hearts ; and to what pur- 
pose are the outward forms of Christianity 
unless we practise its precepts ? To what 
purpose is it that we attend the service of 
this sacred place,^ unless we come with minds 
prepared to profit by what we hear ? If, 
my beloved brethren, we really possess such 
minds, and are constant in our attendance 
here, we must already have made great 
progress in forming the Christian character, 
and are inexcusable if we refuse the high 
bidding of our God. For we are no longer 
aliens to his government,, or strangers to his 
presence; we have freely entered into his 
service, and are summoned to share the in*- 
heritance with the children of his love. To 
us the sacred talent is entrusted, during the 
absence of our Sovereign in a distant land ; 
and if we suffer it to rust in inactivity, we 
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shall, upon hk tetom, be afssuredly commit 
ted to the stem ministers of his vengeance^ 
while our more worthy and active brethren 
are admitted to the full enjoyment of his 
&vour, and a participation of his unbounded 
happiness and power* To us are addressed 
the same precious promises which were re«^ 
jected by the Jews. We have the same 
advantage of searclnng the Scriptures of the 
Old Testament which they possessed ; we 
do not indeed behold Chrirt preaching to 
us the doctrines which he sealed with his 
blood, nor do we listen to the fervent and 
simple eloquence of his Apostles, who were 
partakers of his suflferings, and eye-witaesses 
of his death ; but we have their written testi* 
mony enforced by the commentary of ages ; 
and, above all things, we have the prophecies, 
delivered both by him and them, fulfilled in 
their regular order, and still daily fulfilling 
before our eyes ; so plain and evident, that 
no one can doubt the justice of their appli-* 
cation ; and appealing s€> home to the bosom 
and feelings of every man, that he who re-» 
fuses to hear, must be wilfully deaf; he who 
refuses to profit by them, must be obsti-* 
nately wicked. Whence then, let me ask, 
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whence proceeds this culpable negligence 
to the duties of religion^ and more especi- 
ally this frequent absenting yourselves from 
the public services of the church ? Is it 
because the ceremony of baptism and the 
bearing the name of Christian is con- 
sidered as a sufficient badge of your faith ; 
and an external profession of behef a suffi- 
cient passport to salvation ? Or is it be^ 
cause you are convinced that the whole 
course and tenor of your Uves is in such 
direct contradiction to all the precepts of 
the gospel, that you fear to hear the lan- 
guage of reproach, and, therefore, shut your 
ears to the words of eternal life ? Or are 
you so wholly occupied with the business 
of the world, that you muist put off the day 
of repentance to a more convenient oppor- 
tunity? Alas ! my friends, the hour is com- 
ing when none of these excuses will be of 
any avail ; the hour when not one of you 
will dare to prefer them. He who is bapti- 
zed, is baptized to the faith of Christ, and 
enlists himself as his soldier ; those who an- 
swer for him are deeply responsible for his 
moral and religious instruction ; but when 
he comes of age to take his vows upon him- 
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self, personal and active service is.reqiiired« 
He is bound to seize every opportunity of 
improving himself in the knowledge of the 
Scriptures^ to set a good example to others 
by the strictness of his conduct, by the 
regularity of his attendance upon the usual 
public worship, and by openly shewing that 
he believes upon conviction that which he 
professes ; and that he is not ashamed to 
confess Christ crucified, and to obey his 
precepts, in spite of the sneers of the unbe- 
lieving, and the clamours of the thoughtless 
and the profligate. '^ Not every one that 
sayeth unto me. Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven." 
It is, indeed, by faith alone that we are saved 
through the merits of Christ Jesus; but 
good works are the natural and necessary 
proo& of a faith which is deep-rooted and 
genuine. Whoever really believes that the 
Son of God came into the world and took 
our nature upon him, and was nailed to the 
tree, and washed out with his precious blood 
the sins of aU who believe on him ; whoever 
really believes this, wiQ be so deeply im- 
pressed with the importance of that atoning 
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gacrifioe, that he will humUe himself in the 
dust hrfore the Father of mercies, and in- 
treat the graye of his Holy Spirit^ to assist 
him in searching out his will, and to enable 
him to perform it. He will reflect upon the 
sufferings which a Saviour underwent, in 
order to save his soul from everlasting de« 
Btruction. He wiU recollect the mild ex« 
hortations of that Saviour, his gentle yet 
earnest reproofe; he will think upon the 
scorn and buflfettings which he encountered ; 
his agony in the garden, the anguish of his 
soul while he hung bleeding upon the cross ; 
and he will earnestly and devoutly conse- 
crate his zeal and his talents to the service 
of him, who suflfered more in his own person 
than ever man suffered, but " whose yoke,** 
in compassion to our infirmities, was made 
*' easy, and his burden light.** 

It remains for me to address those who, 
having long neglected all the services of 
the Church, pretend that they are too busy 
at present to cnve a proper attention to 
the dirine inritation, »d who »y, as 
Festus did to Paul, " go thy < way for this 
time ; when I have a more convenient 
season I will send for thee/' They have 
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perhaps some scheme in hand for the in- 
crease of thdur fortune, or wish to amass a 
certain sum of money in order to accomplish 
« favorite project. When they shall have 
attained their wish, will they really sit down 
seri<msly to investigate their spiritual affairs, 
and to inquire into the state of their 
souls ? Do not believe it : Some new project 
will succeed ; good fortune in the first in- 
stance will make the next object less diffi- 
cult of attainment, and more grateful in the 
pursuit; all the faculties will be again 
engrossed; the pleadings of conscience, 
having once been hushed, will be more easily 
silenced by the same excuse ; and the only 
convenient season will be the last death-bed 
scene, when the priest wiU be sent for in 
haste to administer the sacred elements; 
and he who has lived all his life without God 
in the world will, if permitted, have recourse 
to his most sacred institution, as a last des- 
perate expedientf and think it a sufficient 
passport from Time to Eternity. 

In such a scene may you never be actors ! 
To such a scene may I never be a witness ! 
To refuse such an one what he might possi- 
bly consider as the only means of reconcilia- 
tion with an offended God, might heighten 
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the bitterness of his soul ; but to administer 
that sacred rite to one who had never seri*' 
ously considered its importance ; who is 
ignorant perhaps of its meaning, and the 
reason of its institution ; who is a member of 
the Church merely because his family were 
so before him, and who is a Christian only 
in name ; would be to violate the sanctity of 
the altar, and to deceive an immortal soul on 
the confines of the grave. Of a death-bed 
repentance God alone is the Judge ; and I 
tremble to think how frequently the pro- 
fessions of the sinner in those awful moments 
are the unmeaning efiects of terror. Righ- 
teousness is not the work of immediate in- 
spiration, nor can any man have a true and 
lively faith, by whom the grounds of it have 
never been examined. '' Now is the ac- 
cepted tune, now is the day of salvation." 
An acquaint«,ce Wth the ivine truths of 
the gospel is the fruit of constant and un- 
wearied assiduity ; and he who comes once a 
month to join in the public prayers, and to 
hear a sermon, must not complain of the 
minister if he be uninstructed in points of 
doctrine ; nor expect that the little which he 
can learn from a single discourse will be a 
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sufficient protection against the multiplied 
temptations which assail him. By a regular 
attendance here he will learn, in course of 
time, whatever is most important in the 
history of the Bible. He will receive, I trust, 
instruction from the pulpit upon many points 
difficult to be understood ; and, if he has any 
remaining doubts, private explanation will 
be given cheerfiilly and eagerly to all who 
desire it. I intreat you to take these things 
into your serious consideration ; to think of 
them, as you may never have thought of 
them at any former period. And may God 
further your good mtentions by the grace of 
his Holy Spirit, and finally bring you as 
humble and contrite suppliants to share the 
bounties of his table in communion with your 
Redeemer. 

In order to give effect to this my fervent 
wish and prayer, I am anxious to strengthen 
my argument with the opinions of those; 
whose sanctity and learning may operate 
upon your minds with irresistible authority. 
The Book of Common Prayer contains two 
exhortations to the due observance of the 
Lord's Supper, both of which were drawn up 
with great care and circumspection by the 



114 

fathers of the English Church. To the 
latter, which is now seldom read, I am de^ 
sirous of attracting your notice; and, in 
order to fix your attention, I shall conclude 
by reciting it. 

'' I bid you all that are here present, my 
dearly beloved brethren, to the Lord's Sup- 
per, and beseech you, for the Lord Jesus 
Christ's sake, that ye will not refuse to 
come thereto, being so lovin^y called and 
Udden by God himself Ye know hoiff 
grievous and unkind a thing it is, when a 
man hath proposed a rich fe^t, decked his 
table with all land of provision, so that 
there lackieth nothing but the guests to sit 
down ; and yet they who are called (without 
any cruise) most unthankfiiUy refuse to come. 
Which of you, in such a case, would not be 
moved ? Who would not think a great 
injury and wrong done unto him ? Where- 
fore, most dearly beloved in Christ, take ye 
good heed, lest ye withdrawing yourselves 
from this holy supper, provoke God's in- 
dignation against you. It is an easy matter 
for a man to say, I will not communicate, 
because I am otherwise hindered with 
worldly business. But such excuses are not 
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SO eaaly accefited^ and allowed be&re God* 
If any m^n say, I am a grievous sinner, and 
Hmre jbra am afiraid to come ; whorefiire tbm 
do ye not repent and amend ? When God 
calleth you, are ye not ashamed to say, ye 
will not come ? Whien ye should return 
to God, will ye excuse yourselves, and say 
ye are not ready ? Ccmsider earnestly with 
yourselves how little such feigned excuses 
will avail before God. They that refiised 
the feast in the gospel, because they had 
bought a farm, and would try their yokes 
of oxen, or because they were married, 
were not so excused, but counted un- 
worthy of the heavenly feast. I, for my 
part, shall be ready ; and according to 
mine oflSce, I bid you, in the name of God, 
I call you in Christ's behalf, I exhort you 
as. ye love your own salvation, that ye will 
be partakers of this holy communion. And 
as the Son of God did vouchsafe to yield up 
his soul by death upon the cross for your 
salvation ; so it is your duty to receive the 
communion in remembrance of the sacrifice 
of his death, as he himself hath commanded; 
which if ye shall neglect to do, consider 
with yourselves how great injury ye do to 
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God^ and how Bore punishment hangeth over 
your heads for the same; when you mU- 
fully abstain from the Lord's table, and 
separate from your brethren, who come to 
feed on the banquet of that most heavenly 
food: These things, if ye earnestly con- 
sider, ye wQl, by God's grace, return to a 
better mind ; for the obtaining whereof we^ 
shall not cease to make our humble peti- 
tions unto Almighty God our heavenly 
Father." 



SERMON VII. 



LUKE ii. 10^ 11. 



Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For to you is born this day, 
in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. 

During the reign of Augustus Caesar, when 
Judea was little better than a province of 
the Roman empire, all nations subject to his 
dominion were summoned to be taxed and 
enrolled in their respective cities. Those 
Jews who were of the tribe and lineage of 
David, went up to Bethlehem ; and amongst 
the rest was Joseph with Mary, his espoused 
wife, being at that time ** great with child." 
Bethlehem was so crowded with strangers, 
who came to be taxed, that Joseph and 
Mary were compelled to take up their 
abode in the stable, notwithstanding the 
situation of the latter required the utmost 
tenderness and care. She was there safely 
delivered of a male child, whom she wrapt 
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in swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger. 
A birth, attended with such circumstances 
of meanness, seemed to announce no extra- 
ordinary visitant ; but it was also accom- 
panied by other manifestations, which formed 
a strong contrast to the poverty of his pa- 
rents, and the humility of his entrance into 
the world. A company of shepherds were 
keeping watch over their flocks by night, 
in the fields near the city, when suddenly 
the same brightness which usually sur- 
rounded the ark of the covenant, when God 
held visible communication with the high 
priest, shone round about them, and filled 
earth and heaven with supernatural splen- 
dour. The shepherds were terrified at so 
awiul and unexpected an appearance, when 
an Angel explained to them the meaning of 
the heavenly vision. " Fear not, said he ; for 
behold I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people : for to you 
is bom this day in the city of David, a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." The 
glory which formerly led Israel in a pillar 
of fire fix)m the pursuit of the Egyptians, 
and which ever announce the spiritual 
presence, of the Most High in the Temple, 
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&OW accompanies the coming of your God 
in human shape ; of that eternal Saviour, 
who was promised to the Patriarchs, and 
foretold by the Prophets ; and whose 
ministry shall be the means of happiness to 
all nations of the earth. As soon as the 
Angel had made this declaration, a com- 
pany of the heavenly host appeared, praising 
their Great Creator, and glorifying him for 
the birth of a child, who was eventually to 
bring peace upon earth, and be the instru- 
ment of the good-will of God to man. The 
shepherds having been thus warned went 
in search of the In&nt, whose humble abode 
the Angel had pointed out to them; and the 
relation of these events, being generally cir- 
culated, confirmed the faith and animated 
the hopes of those, who looked for the 
coming of the promised seed at that par- 
ticular period, and patiently waited for 
redemption in Israel. 

There are three particulars in this annun- 
ciation, which merit our attention, and 
which will lead us to the consideration of 
those joyM tidings, which we are this day 
assembled to celebrate. They are the place 

in which the Child was born, the city of 
12 
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David ; and the titles which are given him of 
Christy or the Anointed One ; and of Lord, 
or Sovereign of the Universe. 

The prophet Micah^ speaking of the birth 
of the promised seed, says, ^' but thou 
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of 
thee shall He come forth unto me, that is 
to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth 
have been from old, from everlasting/' 

As the parents of Jesus resided in Galilee, 
nothing could be more unlikely than that he 
should be born in the place here mentioned 
by the prophet ; which was at a very con- 
siderable distance from Nazareth, and which 
the difficulty of travelling, and the poverty 
of Joseph, would in all probability prevent 
them from visiting. The decree of the 
Roman emperor, therefore, appears to have 
been issued providentially at this peculiar 
moment, compelling all the lineage of 
David to go and be taxed at the very Beth- 
lehem, (for there was another city of that 
name, near their own residence in Galilee,) 
the Bethlehem Ephratah so expressly fore- 
told. Moreover, had the event taV:en place 
in consequence of any accident other than 
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this general taxation, it would not have 
been publicly recorded that both Joseph 
and Mary were of , the tribe of David, 
nor would any enrolment have taken place. 
The genealogy of Joseph is given in two 
of the Evangelists, that of Mary is omitted. 
But had she been of any other lineage, 
she would have gone to be taxed at the 
city of her peculiar tribe, and not have ac- 
companied her husband in consequence of 
theur espousals. This fact, agreeing with 
the well-known custom of the Jews, is a 
complete answer to the objection, that Christ 
does not appear from the gospel to have 
been descended fi*om David by his mother's 
side, but only on that of his supposed Fa- 
ther. The child therefore announced by 
the angel was not only brought into the 
world in the very spot appointed for the 
birth of the expected Messiah, but was ac- 
tually of the seed of the kings of Judah 
according to the flesh, and literally accom- 
plished the prediction contained in the hun- 
dred and thirty-second Psalm — " The Lord 
hath sworn in truth unto David, he will not 
turn from, it ; of the fruit of thy body will I 
set upon thy throne." 
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In this child then were fiilfilled, as we 
have seen, the preliminary steps which were 
to distinguish the Christ, or the Anointed 
One. Let us now enquire with what pecu- 
liar character and office the Immortal Herald 
intended to invest the Infant whom he di&- 
tinguished by this title. It was customary 
with the Jews to anoint, by pouring oil on 
their heads, those who were destined to the 
regal or priestly office; and this was fre- 
quently done at the express command of 
God. Hence the future Messiah, who was 
to restore the sceptre to Judah, and fill the 
sacred offices of priest and prophet, is in 
scripture termed the Anointed of the Lord* 

To apply then to any one the name of 
Christ was to declare, that he was destined 
to perform all which had been foretold of 
the long-looked for Saviour, who was to free 
mankind from the yoke of bondage, and 
lead the nations from darkness to light, from 
sin and misery to purity and happiness. 
As prophet he was to possess all knowledge 
past, present, and to come; as priest, he 
was to offer up the last oblation, of which 
all former sacrifices were only types, and to 
make one full and sufficient expiation for the 
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j^ns of tlie v4iole world ; and as king, he 
was to sit npon the throne of David, exer- 
cising supreme power on earth ; abolishing 
the ceremonial law, and establishing that 
perfect rule of life, which prepares us for a 
more exalted state of being, and alone in- 
duces the peace of mind which passeth 
human understanding. 

Such was his earthly investiture : but ex- 
tensive as were its powers, and glorious as 
was its commission, it was far exceeded by 
the title of Lord which was bestowed by the 
same high authority. By the one he held 
all power and dominion here ; by the other 
Were confided to him the keys of life and 
immortality. As an earthly potentate, he 
was to tread down his enemies^ and extend 
the mightiness of his kingdom to the four 
comers of the globe; as a spiritual sove- 
reign, he was to obtain the victory over 
death and hell, to redeem the generations 
of fallen man from the consequences of their 
crimes, and to establish his everlastmg 
throne in the heart. Dignified with the 
title of the Governor of the universe, yet 
bearing the form and likeness of a servant, 
he was to exhibit such a pattern of meekness 
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and humility, of purity and obedience, b» 
should display the perfect union of the hu- 
man and divine natures, and shew the neces- 
sary connection between the temporal victim, 
and the eternal priesthood; between '^ the 
Mighty God" and " the Prince of Peace." 
The Jews, inflated with the hope of a con- 
queror who was to take exemplary ven- 
geance upon their foes of Philistia and 
Edom, overlooked or neglected the pro- 
phecies which regarded his spiritual influ- 
ence, and would have preferred a monarch 
guided by ambition and actuated by the 
vengeful passions, to the more elevated and 
beneficent character of legislator, and shep- 
herd of his people. What wonder then; 
that they rejected the meek and lowly Son 
of Mary, who ca;ne unattended by pomp or 
pleasure, and who from his cradle to his 
grave was marked for poverty and sorrow ? 
They could not, or would not understand 
the extensive designs of their Saviour and 
their God ; they " laughed at his counsel, 
and would none of his reproof" Blinded 
by ignorance and hardened in unbelief, they 
followed the corrupt practices of their more 
immediate ancestors ; and while they prided 
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themselves on being the seed of Abraham^ 
and claimed the promises made to the pa- 
triarchs, they cast away the blessing, and 
crucified the Redeemer. Possessing so 
many proofi of the immediate presence of 
God in his temple, and of his continued 
mercies and visitations throughout the long 
line of their history, they were indeed left 
without excuse for neglecting the miraculous 
evidence of the gospel. But a much heavier 
condenmation lies^ upon us, my Christian 
friends, if at a more mature period^ when 
the kingdom of the Messiah is advancmg 
with rapid strides to the meridian of its 
glory, we turn our backs upon an Almighty 
Saviour, and live as if his invitation were of 
trifling importance, and the benefits which 
he proffers too distant or too uncertain to 
divert us from the daily occupations and 
amusements of life. Let us look to our- 
selves. Let us apply the warning voice to 
our own business and bosoms; let us em- 
brace the blessings which are proposed to 
our acceptance like men who are destined 
for a happier scene, and who tremble to 
neglect so great salvation. 

History contains the record of many indi- 
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viduals, who have sacrificed themselves for 
the good of their country, andiiiio, m oider 
to exalt tlieir reputation above that of their 
contemporaries, have undergone a dreadful 
wd ig^minious death. But who ever de* 
scended &om a high situation of earthlj 
power, reduced himself willingly from the 
possession of all which men term happiness 
to the meimest station of poverty and ran)(# 
in order to do good silently, and benefit 
those from whom he could ejxpect no ap* 
plause, who had never heard even the men- 
tion of his name ? Can it be expected then 
that those immortal spirits^ who stand in 
the sight of their heavenly Father, and ever 
'' circle his throne rejoicing,'' should sacrifice 
tlie unspeakable enjoyments and privileges 
of superior bemgs, m order to reconcile 
rebellious man to the &vor of his Maker ? 
Such an extent of goodness so entirely ex- 
ceeds our comprehension, tlmt nothing but 
the voice of the Almighty himself speaking 
throu^ the medium of his most favored 
servants, and confirmed by the testimony of 
miracles, could enforce our conviction of its 
truth. What shall we say then when we 
are told, not that a king descended fi*om his 
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throne, or a ministering spirit from 
in the presence of the Most High ; but that 
the Son of God, the very essence of the 
Divinity, took upon him the form and nature 
of degraded man with all the burden of his 
infirmities and sins, in order to restore us 
to the state which we had forfeited by our 
own transgressions, and make us partakers 
of his felicity. In such a case what could 
set boimds to our gratitude and love? 
Could any selfish wish, could any personal 
gratification be put in competition with 
obedience to his will ? Could the terror of 
persecution, and the dread of death, deter 
us from entering into his service, and ful^ 
filling his commandments? I know that 
were the case privately proposed, as not 
likely to happen, but merely to make trial 
of our feelings, we should with one voice 
exclaim like the apostle St. Peter,- " Though 
I die with thee, yet will I not deny thee.'* 
And yet, my brethren, the person, whose 
nativity we this day celebrate, surrendered 
the divine attributes, embraced the extreme 
of poverty and meanness, suffered all the 
injuries and insults which could be heaped 
upon the most contemptible of human kind. 
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and underwent at last between two thieves 
the lingering and agonizing death upon the 
cross, in order to rescue us from the domi- 
nion of sin and Satan, and reform the heart 
to the saving of the soiil. Surely then we 
feel the gratitude which we were lately so 
ready to express : we are anxious to inquire 
into the important reasons which could call 
down from his heavenly mansions the incar- 
nate God ; to ascertain his commands, and 
to execute his will to every tittle of the 
precept Alas, my friends, can we appeal 
to our hearts to say that this is the &ct ? Is 
it not rather too true, that we have listened 
to the history of his life and suflferings with 
not half the attention which we pay to the 
common occurrences of the day ; and that 
we are so culpably careless of his will as 
scarcely even to ask what service he re- 
quires ? When any immediate object is to 
be obtained by an apparent compliance with 
his commands, we do not hesitate to assume 
it ; we enter his courts, in order to maintain 
a good understanding, not with him and our 
consciences, but with those neighbours who 
are able to serve us, and who consider a 
pious demeanor as the strongest claim upon 
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their kindness ; and we are never backward 
to declare our joy at this season of general 
festivity, while we give ourselves very little 
trouble to inquire into the real nature and 
value of those benefits which diffuse suck 
universal feelings of triumph and delight. 
Yet so glorious are the tidings which we 
celebrate, that they were announced by a 
company of Angels in a heavenly hymn : 
they are the fulfilment of a long line of pro- 
phecy in the birth of a Saviour; and all 
those who have duly studied the sacred 
Scriptures, and obtained an accurate ac- 
quaintance with the inestimable blessings 
of which he has made us partakers, must, 
upon being convinced of the truth of his 
mission, unite in the just and animated de- 
daration of the prophet — '' Lo! this is our 
God ; we have waited for him, and he will 
save us: this is the Lord; we have waited 
for him, we will be glad, and rejoice in his 
salvation." 

To enumerate, my firiends, all the causes 
of our joy upon this ever-memorable day, 
would be an endless task ; but we may call 
to remembrance the most essential reasons 
for praise and thanksgiving, and then con* 

K 
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sider how we may best testify our gratitude 

to him '' who was wounded for our trans- 

« 

gressions^ who was bruised for our iniqui- 
ties; upon whom was laid the chastisement 
whidi procured our peace, and by whose 
stripes we are healed." 

So completely had the vices and passions 
of men led them astray, at an early period 
after the Flood, that the knowledge of the 
cmly true God became daily more circum- 
scribed ; and at last was either lost or en- 
tirely corrupted, except in iha ftmily and 
lineage of Abraham^ But it was soon dis- 
covered that a total want of religion led to 
the commission of every crime, and no hu- 
man laws were able to restrain those who 
had ceased to beheve m, and to fear God. 
To keep mankind, therefore, withm some 
artificial boundary, a system of morale, suit- 
able to the peculiar views of those who were 
chosen to l^slate, was adopted in various 
countries: and their observance was en- 
forced by the fear of ofiending certain ima- 
ginary beings, all of whom were subject to 
the indulgence of human passions, and 
whose approbation of every act of injustice 
might be obtained by a proper bribe to the 
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{Mriests of the temple. The evils of this 
system were daily increasing, and human 
reason struggled in vain to free itself from 
such fetters. The Jews retained a belief in 
one Almighty Father, the Maker of earth 
and heaven, and the tribes still went up to 
the temple to worship; but the original 
purity of their theocracy had been com- 
pletely corrupted. The commandment was 

SO little did the guardians of the law attend 
to any thing but its forms and ceremonies, 
that few proselytes were made to a religion, 
the teachers of which acted in direct con- 
tradiction to its precepts. Our blessed Sa- 
viour came to clear it of all the superstitions 
which had crept in by the neglect or design 
<^ a corrupted priesthood; and abolishing 
the ceremonial law, while he fulfilled in his 
own person all the pleasure of his Father 
as revealed to the prophets of old, he held 
up an *' ensign to the nations from far,'' and 
a ^' light to them that sat in darkness, and 
in the shadow of death." He shewed them 
that there is no efficacy in bribes oflfered to 
man or to God; that the nature of sin is 
unchangeable; that the sacrifice offered 
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daily in the temple had no power to save, 
but was merely a type of him; and that 
there is only one full and efficient sacrifice, 
once offered Upon th^ cross for the sins of 
aU men, both Pagan and Jew, the blood of 
the Redeemer. He gave them also in two 
short sentences those principles upon which 
hang all the law and the prophets ; the love 
of Ood and the love of man. Their oiily 
consideration was to be, what line of conduct 
would be most pleasing to that ine£&bly 
.good and wise Being, who wills the happi- 
ness of all his creatures, and who, in return 
for all his blessing, asks but this, that we 
should make our own feelings our guides, 
and '' do unto others, as we would they 
should do unto us.'' To this conduct they 
were stimulated by the hope of reward, and 
the fear of punishment. Not such rewards 
and punishments as man can bestow and 
inflict for obedience or resistance to his will ; 
but such as exceed the conception of human 
capacity ; such as commence in this life by 
their influence over the mind, and shall be 
renewed throughout the ages of eternity. 

This is, indeed, a revelation to be hailed 
with the most ardent, the most triumphant 
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joy. It led man to the knowledge of his 
Maker, not to receive the just sentence of 
former disobedience, but the kindest as- 
surances of reconciliation and pardon. It 
enjoined for past crimes no penance but 
repentance. It required only a belief in 
him who confirmed by miracles a doctrine^ 
whose purity proved that it could proceed 
from God alone ; and iii consequence of that 
belief, obedience to his wiD. It restricted 
no gratification which did not violate the 
laws of nature, and the social compact ; but 
commanded to receive every gift of God 
with cheerfiilness, and to abstain, not from 
temperate enjoyment, but from crinunal 
excess. It removed the necessity of all 
those wars which had been waged under 
pretence that some favorite deity had been 
offended ; and it destroyed all the motives 
to personal rancour, by taking away every 
pretext to the horrible opinion that there is 
a virtue in revenge ; and by the assurance, 
that there is One who will in due time 
execute justice and judgment ; who will 
take into his own hands the execution of 
his vengeance, and who will not suffer the 
peaceable and forgiving spirit to lose its 



reward. By thus establishing a rational be- 
lief in the certmnty of fiiture retribution, and 
soliciting to a life of righteousness by hopes of 
reward and promises of pardon, it restored 
also that mutual confidence, without which 
man preys upon his fellow^ountryman and 
neighbour, with as little remorse as would 
the robber of the desert ; and it sanctioned 
that solenm pledge of domestic peace, 
which binds the heart by the tenderest ties 
to the performance of every social duty, and 
adds a new and anxious stimulus to active 
exertions in the domestic affections of the 
hujsband and the parent. 

These surely are tidings of happiest im* 
port: but the chief object of our blessed 
Master in coming into the world, was to free 
us from the curse which had fallen upon 
Adam for his disobedience, and to restore us 
to the seat which pur guilty ancestor en- 
joyed in Paradise, together with all the ex- 
pectancies and hopes to which he was heir. 
In pursuance of this intention, he not only 
made expiation for sin by his death, but set 
us an example of piety and virtue in the 
progress of his life, whose imitation would 
inevitably change the whole tenor of our 
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sentiments and feelings, and form for each 
bdividuai a Uttle world of happiness in his 
own breast, undisturbed by the troubles and 
sorrows which surround him. To strengthen 
and confirm tins happy disposition, he pro. 
mised and bestowed^ consolations of his 
Holy Spirit ; and held forth the encouraging 
prospects of an immortal life, when ^* tears 
should be wiped away from all faces," and 
grief and pain should be no more. By the 
pure display which he made of the Divine 
Attributes, he led man from the terrors of 
the Law, to the " Father of mercies and 
^ God of all comfort." To all the social re- 
lations, he added a grace and tenderness 
unknown before, by elevating the affections 
and smoothing the asperities of life ; and 
many of his parables hint in no obscure 
terms at that recognition in the heavenly 
Canaan, which becomes to the surviving 
friend and relative the surest source of con- 
solation, when the ties of humanity are 
dissolved for ever. 

For such blessings, so widely iscattered, 
and so unreservedly bestowed, no return can 
be too great : but the powers of man are 
limited, and the Great Bestower has de- 
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clared himself satisfied with their grateful 
acceptance and temperate enjoyment. But 
we cannot be said to receive any gift with 
gratitude^ unless we publicly acknowledge 
the benefit, and apply it to the proper use 
for which it was designed. The Almighty 
Father of the universe revealed himself to 
us by his Son, that we might know whcmi 
to thank for the breath of life, and for all 
the bounties with which he has " made 
smooth the paths of it/' He promised us 
another and a better life, on condition that 
we believed in that Son, and kept his com- 
mandments. For all his bounties here ; for 
his protection when the body, sunk in sleep, 
is unable to protect itself; for his watchful 
eye. when we are engaged in the necessary 
business of Ufe ; we are bound to thank him 
with the rising and setting sun: and we 
should never partake of his creatures with- 
out devoutly acknowledging his goodness 
and mercy. For his promise of a happy 
inmiortality through the mediation of his 
Son, we are more especially assembled to 
thank him here, in a church consecrated to 
his service, and sanctified by his presence. 
And as we are admitted into the great 
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body of Christiaas iipoli the pledge of our 
sponsors in the face of God and the con^ 
gregation, that we shaU, when we are of 
competent age, take our vows upon our- 
selves, and behave as becomes the sacred 
name which we have assumed; we are 
bound to redeem that pledge, and we may 
be well assured, that the compact is incom- 
plete until it has been signed and sealed at 
the table of our Lord. Nor are we simply 
in the situation of those who have been in- 
vited to a feast, and refiise to come ; we 
have passed our words to be present at the 
banquet, and when he expects the fulfilment 
of the promise, we rudely disavow him. 
We opeiily, and in his own house, o£fer him 
such disrespect as no mlEui of generous feel- 
ings would risk a second time from a supe- 
rior, though he were clad in the robes, and 
clothed with the authority of a King. We 
tell him that, for the benefits which he 
vouchsafes us here, we are willing to pay 
him the service of the lips, as long as he 
continues to bestow them ; and that, for the 
blessings of a fiiture life, we are ready, when 
they come, to make him the same return; 
but we decline altogether his most gracious 
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offiir^ if the slightest attention on our part 
is necesslary to obtain them. Many persons 
of all ranks and ages, fiving without God in 
the world, scarcely ever enter the pale of 
this sacred place ; and when they do, the 
novelty of their situation sits so aukwardly 
upon them, as to make devotion appear, not 
an efAision of piety, but an insult upon their 
God. An attitude and manner, which would 
be too neglectful towards an equal, and 
which men venture not to assume in the 
presence of a superior, is deemed sufficiently 
decorous for the temple and the altar. Yet 
that altar the &r greatest part of eveii 
avowed and professed Christians never ap^ 
proach, in order to celebrate the last insti- 
tution of their Saviour ; and they affect to 
foe prevented by a mysterious terror, whilQ 
their whole demeanour here evidently shews^ 
that their attendance proceeds from curiosity 
or habit, and that their veneration for reli* 
gion is so slight, as scarcely to employ their 
thoughts during the service of the church. 

> 

Can they, or have they tried to reconcile 
these contradictions? Or do they rather 
content themselves with wilful ignorance, 
and imagine that the minister alone is 
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answerable for their errors snd offeheed? 
Responsible indeed he is, and deeply so, if 
he either neglects to communicate instruct 
tion, or is lukewaim in enforcmg the HeeeS-^ 
sity of Christian faith and practice ; but the 
louder he exerts the voice of exhortation 
and reproof, the less inexcusable are those 
who Usten and despise it. You are this 
day, my Christian Friends, called to com^ 
memorate an event which was attended by 
supernatural circumstances, and announced 
by angels ; consider well, I beseech you, its 
momentous results. Give up some portion 
of this day to sober meditation, and swell 
the chorus of gratitude and praise. Deter- 
mine to deserve in some degree the blessings 
which are offered you, by practising that 
humble piety, which, being exercised in 
works of dbarity, rdies lor acceptance upon 
the marits of a Redeemer ; and refuse not 
to repeat the oblations of your baptismal 
vow at the table of the Lord. Frequent 
communion is the safest preparative against 
unforeseen accident and secret evil; it in- 
duces habits of sober meditation, it accus- 
toms us more than any other religious office * 
to view the Saviour in the light of love. 
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Oratitude must rise at the contemplation of 
his sufferings and death ; and a sense of the 
victory which he has obtained for us, and 
the state to which he has restored us, will 
continually lead us to the recallihg of those 
^* good tidings of great joy," by means of 
which we are become heirs of his promises 
and partakers of his kingdom, I entreat 
you to recollect that you are at this moment 
in his presence, and that he knows the very 
secrets of your hearts. Not a thought 
glances across you, while I speak, with 
which he is unacquainted. Not an excuse 
is formed but he hears and detects it. He 
invites, he exhorts, he stands ready to re- 
ceive you. He conjures you, as you value 
your imimortal wdfiure, to hesitate no longer. 
He points to the sacred volume. On this 
very day he entered into the world to begin 
his sacred mission ; and the Angels, who 
hailed his birth with hymns of praise, are 
ready also to celebrate your acceptance of 
his fiivor. Let not poverty or distress of 
mind restrain you, or make you think your- 
selves unworthy of his grace. He too was 
meek and lowly, and ^^ had not where to 
lay his head." He was reyiled, buffeted. 
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spit upon ; an object of hatred to the great ; 
of contempt to the meanest of mankind. 
To the poor he offers the riches of a hea- 
venly kingdom; to the womided mind, he 
promises the influence of his Holy Spirit, 
the balm of every grief, the only effectual 
Comforter, imder both mental and bodily 

afBiction. He proposes t. your accept<u>4 
the noblest gifts of Earth and Heaven ; here, 
tranquiUity of soul; there, an immortal 
crown. He can no more! unless it were 
lawfiil to lift the veil, and shew the secrets 
of the world beyond the grave. But such 
an act would defeat its own intentions. To 
see would make it impossible to doubt ; and 
would destroy the exercise of that &ith, 
upon which the promises were built, and 
without which no man can be wise imto sal- 
vation. That you may immediately resolve 
to attend his bidding, and not hesitate till 
you are overtaken by that awful day, when 
certainty will be succeeded by judgment, ^is 
the subject of my continual prayer to that 
mysterious Being, in whose hands are all 
power, might, majesty, and dominion, both 
now and for ever. 



SERMON Vm. 



EOHAN8 X. 2. 



/ bear them record that thejf have a zeal of God^ 
but not according to knowledge. 

It appears to liave been the chief design of 
Saint Paul in the Epistle to the Romans^ to 
point out the superiority of the Christian 
doctrine over the law of Moses, and the 
ix^bSSlQ^cj of the latter to salvation. The 
Apostle was more strongly induced to enter 
upon the full consideration of this subject^ 
because many of those Jews who had em- 
braced Christianity ) still clung to the ob^ 
servance of the ceremonies of the law, and 
everywhere propagated the opinion, that 
without the strict performance of them, no 
one could be saved. Their determined ob- 
stinacy ^on this point proceeded, perhaps, 
chiefly &om the injury done to their national 
pride by the calling of the Gentiles* They 
had been accustomed from their earliest 
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infimcy to consider the promise made to 
Abraham, as confined to those who were 
his natural children by deseent ; they che* 
rished that promise as a most inestimable 
privilege; they lodced forward to the ex- 
pected Messiah' as to a temporal King^ and 
they grossly misinterpreted all the prophe- 
cies which respected the other nations of the 
world. They could never be persuaded to 
believe that any persons who did not ckim 
the birthright of Jews, would be considered 
in the light of children ; although they might 
partake of many of those blessings, which a 
system of universal empire, held by com* 
mkssion firom Jehovah himself must of ne- 
cessity disseminate over the &ce of the earth* 
It was thus that they construed the declara-* 
tion, that '' in the seed of Abraham, should 
all nations of the earth be blessed/' They 
thought that the Gentiles would be essen- 
tially benefitted by an equal distribution of 
justice, by the enjoyment of universal peace^ 
and above aU, by the knowledge of the tru^ 
and only God ; but themselves were to reign 
over them as kings afid princes for ever^ 
Hence the greater proportion of those, who 
had preferred such arrogant pretensions. 
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rejected with disdain a kingdom, whose: in- 
fluence was to extend over the heart ; which 
bestowed no privilege here but such as in 
the. early stages of the Church led to superior 
suffering; and which made no difference 
between those who had received the law 
from Mount Sinai, and those who had for 
ages '' walked in darkness and in the sha- 
dow of death/' but this, that the Gospel 
was to be preached first in order of. time to 
the cities of Judah. For we are not to 
suppose, as some persons might imagine 
from a literal interpretation of certain texts, 
that, upon the universal, acceptance of the 
Gospel by the Jews, its benefits would have 
be^n limited to that people; such a supposi- 
tion would be nothing less than to set bounds 
to what is in its very nature unbounded, the 
goodness and mercy of God. Besides,, we 
have the declaration of the Angels to the 
shepherds in testimony that the mission was 
general and unconfined : '' behold, we bring 
you tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people ;" and our Lord's remark to the 
Canaanitish woman appears to have been 
made as well for the confirmation of this 
.assurance, as for the trial of her faith. After 



145 

having been repulsed in her first attempt 
lor the healing of her daughter, she came a 
second tirne^ '^ and worshipped him> saying. 
Lord help me. And he answered and said. 
It is not meet to take the childrens* bread, 
and to cast.it to dogs. And she said, Truth, 
Lord; yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which 
fall from thdr Master's table." Our Saviour 
immediately healed her daughter, and shewed 
by this act, that the Gospel was not con- 
fined to those who had hitherto been called 
the people of God. Yet the Jews, little as 
such things might avail with men engrossed 
by temporal pursuits, in rejecting the preach- 
ing of Christianity rejected, in addition to 
the benefits of his coming, the glorious and 
perhaps exclusive privUege of being his 
ministers for good to all people, of exer- 
cising the more sacred functions of a per^ 
petual priesthood, and of propagating his 
word in the ends of the earth. But a reve- 
lation, which had no recommendations of 
pomp and power, was little suited to their 
expectations, or the temper of their min^s ; 
and, however great might be the prospect 
of future reward, the thought was altogether 
intolerable of sharing it with those whom 

L 
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they had been acciuloned to look upon aie^ 
an inferior spedes^ and as outcasts from the 
diTine presenoe. The Apoatle seriously ar- 
gues with them upon the vanity and foUy 
of dteir eonduet, and Tindieates the judg^ 
xnenta of God^ in admitting the Gentiles 
mto the fellowship of the Church. He 
clearly explains to them^ that those are 
verily and indeed the seed of Abraham^ who 
are his children, not according to the fleshy 
but after the sjurit; and that in them the 
promises were to be fiilfilled. Ftor if the 
promise was to the children of Abraham 
after the flesh, then would all his natural 
descendants be partakers of it; wh»ea& 
Ishmael was positively excluded. For when 
Abraham was grieved that Sarah desired him 
to cast out the bond-woman and her sooei, 
God spoke thus to him : '' Let it not grieve 
thee, because of the lad ; in all that Sarah 
hath said, hearken to her ; for in Isaac shall 
thy seed be called." And afterwards, whei 
Jacob and Esau were yet unborn^ and when 
neither of them could have done any thimr 
worthy of reward » of pomshinent, <«rw^ 
could make a ground of difference between 
them, God said to Rebecca, '^ two manner 
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of people shall be separated from thy bowels, 
and the one people shall be stroi^r than 
the other people, and the elder shall serve 
the younger/' It would naturally be sup* 
posed that the promised seed should eome 
dureetly from that braneh^ to whidb the right 
of primogeniture belonged ; but in this in^ 
stance, the younger was preferred while in 
the womb, and the elder destined to be the 
progenitor of a wild and wandering people. 
'' Was not Esau Jacob's brother, saith the 
Lord ? Yet I loved Jacob and hated Esau, 
and laid his mountains and his heritage 
waste for the dragons of the wilderness/' 

The Apostle, in Imnging forward this ar- 
goment^ seems to have had two objects in 
view ; first, to shew them that a lineal de- 
scent fr<»fn Abraham gave them no chim to 
kihcrit tbe promises, unless they were aka 
his children by faith ; and, secondly, to ex* 
plain to them, that no observances of the 
rites and ceremonies of the law could §^ve 
them a claim to the especial favor of God; 
but that all his goodness is the free ema- 
nation of his graee, vouchsafed to fallen 
creatures lying under the condemnation of 
his wrath, through the blood and intercession 

l2 
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of a Redeemer. It has been proved by the 
foregoing examples, that all who were of the 
seed of Abraham in the direct line had not 
inherited the promises. How then could 
the Jews, having refused to listen to the 
truths of the gospel, complain that they 
were preached to the Gentiles? Had the 
Gentiles turned a deaf ear to the heavenly 
voice which preached repentance and, for- 
giveness of sins, some excuse might have 
been made for their conduct, onaceountof 
the gross ignorance in religious matters 
under which they had so long laboured. 
But the Jews had for ages enjoyed the be- 
nefit of the law, which was, a schoolmaster 
to bring them to Christ ; they retained the 
knowledge of the true God, with whom their 
priests held visible communication; they 
received from time to time firesh monifesta- 
tions of his wiUj and they were taught, b/ 
a long and connected train of prophecies, to 
look for the birth of the Son of God, and to 
know him at his comine. Ishmael was de- 
prived of Us sappoJ right to We the 
promhed feed m U. line, while he w,« yet 
a boy> and Esau, ere he was capable of 
dirtiiigaiahing between go«I and evfl. The 
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Jewish nation rejected our Saviour when 
they were in tilie full maturity of knowledge; 
with numerous predictions to direct their 
judgment, and a long series of miracles to 
vouch for their completion. The same Al- 
mighty Power/ who had of Ins own free 
grace elected Isaac and Jacob, had scrur 
pulously and hteraUy fiilfilled the pledge 
given to Abraham, by offering the first fruits 
of the gospel of peace to his lineal de* 
sc^idants, and by exerting an extraordinaiy 
power in order to induce their acceptance 
of the blessing. It was not until ievery 
means h&d been employed to work a re- 
formation ^ of heart in them, and tried in 
vain, that the Apdstles said, '' Behold, we 
turn to the Gentiles.'' And even then, al- 
though the Jews had excluded the|nselves 
as a people from those peculiar advaptages 
which would have be^i vouchsafed them 
under the new dispensation, the gate was 
stiU open to individuals upon equal terms 
with the rest of mankind. Indeed, the seed 
of Esau was only rejected as a nation, for 
Job and aU his friends appear to have been 
of his posterity. Instead, therefore, of mur^ 
muring at the dispensations of Providence, 
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they had eminent reason to be tha^kfiil to 
God for his forbearance and long mitring* 
But the same pride of heart which led them 
to disdain the fellowship of the Gentiles^ 
sedueed them into an error i^ill worse than 
the fbrmer; an errbr against which this 
epistle was particularly directed, which was 
no much the more dangerous, inasmuch aift 
it tainted, not only unbelievers, but those 
who had become proselytes, andproifessed 
to have put on the armour of the Spirit. 
In the support of this error they were ntft 
d^cient in activity or perseverance, and 
they persuaded themselves that they were 
actuated by conscientious and religious mo^ 
tites. Saint Paul deeply deplores that so 
much 2eal should be so ill directed; and 
avows it to be his most constant and earnest 
prayer that they might be reclaimed from 
the path which they were pursuing, and 
directed in the way which leadeth unto life. 
When he first enters into, the argument to 
shew who were the seed of Abraham, he 
says, " I say the truth in Christ ; I lie not ; 
my conscience also bearing me witness in 
the Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness 
and continual isorrow in my heart, for I could 
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wbh that I myfielf were accursed from 
Chiisti for my brethren my kinsmen ac- 
etwding to the flesh/' And in the t^ith 
dbapter he eiqilains the caiiie dfthe anguish 
and tribulation whi6h he felt on their ae^ 
comit; ''Bretihr^i^ my heart's desire and 
prayer f&it Israel is^ that they might be 
saved) for I bear them record, that they 
have a eeal of God, but not aceoixling to 
knowledge} &>r they beii^ ignorant of God's 
righteousness, and going about to establish 
their own righteou^neiss, have not submitted 
themselves to the righteousness of God/' 
They had wilfully shut their ears to all the 
truths and promises of the gospel} they had 
persisted in rejecting the very corner-stone 
of salvation, the atonement made fbr sin by 
the blood of Christ Jesus, and arrogantly 
laying down their own merits as the standard 
of eternal judgment, they propagated the 
im^ous doctrine, that whoever, without 
regard to the sacrifice of a Redeemer, peis 
fi>rmed the works of the law, the same shouM 
be saved. As the propagators of this doc^ 
trine were Jews, the refutation of it is with 
the utmost propriety deduced from the words 
of Moses, to whose authority they were 



152 

accustomed to pay implicit obedi^cej 
*' Christ is the end of the law for righteous- 
ness to every one that beKeveth." All the 
sacrifices under the law were typical of the 
sacrifice of the Lamb of God, and as a due 
performance of the rites and ceremdnijes was 
to be rewarded with temporal xprosperity in 
the land of Canaan, so faith in the efficacy 
of the last great sacrifice, and consequent 
obedience to his declared will^ were to ob* 
tain a portion in that heavenly Canaan whare 
is to be found '' the fiilness of joy, and 
pleasure for evermore." ** For Moses de-: 
seribeth th9 righteousness which is of the 
law, that the man which doth these things; 
shall live by th^n;" so that this righteous- 
ness is plainly not of fidth, but of works, 
and the reward limited to the period of 
mortal existence. '' But the righteousness 
which is of faith, speaketh on this wise: 
Say not in thy hearty who shall ascend into 
h/e^yen ? that is, to brii^ down Christ fi-om 
above? Or who shall descend into the 
deeip ? . tl^at ^s, to bring up. Christ fi-om the 
dead ? But what saith it ? The word is nigh 
unto thee, even in thy mouth and in thy 
heart; that is, the word of faith which we 
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preach." The ^th which was imputed 
unto Alnraham for rightieousness, and whose 
reward is eternal in the heavens, reUes 
wholly upon the truth and power of God ; 
it does not involve itself in doubts, and con- 
tinual enquiries, how may these thmgs be? 
Nor does it, by any perverse interpretation, 
look f<H: the completion of prophecies after 
they are actually fulfilled; saying of Christ 
after his resurrection, who shall bring him 
from the confines of the grave? Or, after 
his ascension, who shaU bring him down 
firom heaven that he may begin his sacred 
mis^on? But what doth it say? It says, 
that 4;he word of the gospel^ and the effect 
of the p]X)iiiises therein contained^ are easy 
of access, and lie open before thee. They 
are not veiled under obscure images, and 
hidden from the public eye^ to be revealed 
only to such as are versed in the allegories 
of the East, and the emblems of Egyptian f^ 
ble ; they simply require that thou shouldest 
bring to the investigation a pious nlind di- 
vested of prejudice, purity of intention, and 
simplicity of heart. Neither do they enjoin 
thee to perform any laborious or painful act^ 
sudb as were the ceremonies of the law, in 
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<Mrder to possess them« Whon once thou 
dJtt convinced of dieir truths they continue 
to dwell within thee; they prompt thee 
upon every proper opportunity boldly to 
confess the Mth of Christ crucified; and 
they exercise so powerfid and equable an 
influence over the heart, as to lead it with- 
out efibrt to the performance of every social 
duty, and without presumption to the exer-- 
one of all the public charities of life. "' For 
with the heart man believeth unto righteous^ 
ness, and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation." 

Whence could it happen then that those^ 
who were taught by Moses that the most 
fliiceeptable offering to God was purity of 
heart, and that the first in the list of hea- 
venly virtues were humility and obedience ; 
whence could it happen^ that such persons 
should maintain a religion of their own in 
opposition to Revelation, and demand en- 
trance into the second Canaan, not as the 
boon of the Eternal, but as their own just 
and necessary reward? Pride, the root of 
all evil, seduced them into the snare : pride, 
which has induced men in all ages to pre- 
sume upon the limited discoveries of human 
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reason ; which led Korah and his company 
to rank themselves with Aaron and Moses, 
the priest and prophet of the Lord ; which 
prompted the vain and foolish prayer of the 
Pharisee, who was enumerating his own 
merits, when he ought to have humbled 
himself in the presence of his God; and 
which, before the foundations of the world 
were laid, ere the moon lighted up her sil* 
Ter lamp, or the sun went forth rejoicing 
in his course^ drew into rebellion the first 
of created beings, the principalities of hea- 
ven, the ministers of the Most Highest. 
Man, the lowest in the scale of reasonable 
creatures, who perish at the hiding of the 
countenance, and are gathered again at the 
bidding of their God; man cannot conde- 
scend to accept a farrour even ^•om hitn, 
although the boon be an eternity of happi- 
ness ; but considers no state of existence to 
be a sufficient return for the few easy ob-* 
servances which he has commanded, or for 
the humble and thoroughly imperfect imi- 
tation of his Saviour s virtues. No doubt 
then this presumptuous being possesses 
within himself some sources of power, by 
which he can add to the glory, or increase 
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the happin^s of his Maker. Alas! his 
most perfect services are so firail that they 
partake of the nature of that guilt, which 
called down from heaven the Incarnate 
God ; and he himself, so far from adding to 
the felicity of others, is the sport of every 
wind which blows, and dependant upon the 
accidents of rain and sunshine, not only for 
his comforts, but even for his subsistence; 
What an object of ridicule must he present 
to those who, however low may be their 
station in the courts of Jehovah, are as far 
superior to man in intdilect, as* the giant is 
in bodily strength to ' the worm ; yet who 
never present themselves at the footstool of 
the Omnipotent without veiling their face, 
and whose hi^est felicity it is to love, to 
obey, and to adore him ! 

Having thus endeavoured to explain to 
you the Apostle's reasoning upon these im- 
portant points, I am desirous of guarding 
you against certain errors which have crept 
into the Church, in support of which the 
authority of St Paul has been confidently 
quoted. Some persons, convinced of Ihe 
inefficacy of the Jewish law to salvaticm, ex- 
tend the argument to the Christian system. 
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and contend that good works, in a spiritual 
sense, are unnecessary and useless. They 
assert, that faith is the sole condition upon 
which everlasting happiness is promised, 
and that, by demanding any other requisite, 
we impugn God's mercy, and derogate from 
the merits of a Redeemer. Serious and 
well-educated Christians, who have been 
brought up '' in the fear and nurture of the 
Lord," may possibly hold such opinions 
without endangering their practice; but. to 
the ignorant and uninstmcted they are foU 
of peril, and sap the very foundations of 
honesty and morality. A doctrine which 
affects to impose no restraint upon the pas- 
sions, is eagerly embraced; and the as- 
sumption of a pecuUar gravity of manner 
and conversation is amplVcompensated by 
secret intemperance and unlimited indul- 
gence. The disgusting vice of hypocrisy is 
added to personal pollution; the deluded 
votary, conscious of moral turpitude, arro- 
gates to himself a particular election ; and, 
while his whole life contributes to rank him 
with the profane and reprobate, he unblush- 
ingly assumes the attributes of the Eternal 
Judge, and consigns to everlasting puni9h- 
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ment all who wor$liip God in sobriety and 
truth. Sttch a belief th^i leads naturally 
to the adoption of doctrines, which their 
author himself dedaied to be horrible ; and 
the Parent of good is impiously described 
as bribing to the practice and extension of 
etiL That such effects should be produced 
by a religion, whose precepts were illus- 
trated by the most perfect pattern of purity 
and goodness ever exhibited to an admiring 
world, is a manifest contradiction; and I 
shall briefly shew you that the doctrine of 
salvation by faith without works has no 
foundation in Scripture, leaving the consi- 
deration of the points deduced from it to a 
future opportunity. 

We have the highest authority for saying 
that acts of piety and benevolence were 
repaid with temporal blessings under t|ie 
Mosaic dispensation, and to the observance 
of the fifth commandment the promise of 
length of days is specially attached. The 
law of the two tables has never been abro- 
gated : and, as the hypocrite who sounded 
a trumpet before him when he bestowed his 
alms, was gratified with the meed of public 
praise, ^o every deed of generosity and 
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mercy, actuated by whatcTer principle^ 
'' shall in no wise lose its rewardJ' Good 
works^ however^ proceeding solely from 
human sympathies and affections, hare no 
inherent claim to an eternal recompense; 
Imt in the Christian they are the necessary 
evidoice of deep-rooted and genuine faith. 
When performed in obedience to the will of 
God, as revealed by the blessed Jesus, they 
become the accredited testimony of our 
sincerity, and a condition of our acceptance. 
St. Paul, commending in the eleventh chap- 
ter of the Epistle to the Hebrews the lively 
£uth of the Patriarchs, enumerates those in- 
stances in which it was adorned and illus^ 
trated by eminent acts of obedience, '' By 
fiiith Abraham, when he was tried, offered 
up Isaac; and he, that received the pro- 
nnses, offered up his only begotten Son,, of 
whom it was said, that in Isaac shall thy 
seed be called; accounting that God was^ 
able to raise him up, even from the dead.'* 
Hence it is evident that a simple avowal of 
belief was deemed insufficient even in the 
Patriarch, whose public and domestic life 
was untainted with reproach, and that such 
a feith, as is effectual to our justification. 
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must lead not only to the common 4>bser* 
yances of morality, but to the most morti- 
fying acts of self-denial, which can possibly 
be required of the man and the parent* 
St« James, who is very accurate and impres* 
sive in enforcing the necessity of works, and 
shewing that without them faith is dead, 
quotes this very instance in confirmation of 
his assertion. '' Was not Abraham our 
fether justified by works, when he had of- 
fered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest 
thou how faith wrought with his works, and 
by works was faith made perfect ? And the 
Mpture was fulfiUed which saith, Abnd>«. 
believed God, and it was imputed unto him 
for righteousness: and he was called the 
friend of God. Ye see then how that by 
works a man is justified, and not by faith 
only." A comparison . of these passages 
shews, that the faith intended in the first 
instance was a diligent and operative faith ; 
and it is generally supposed that the inten- 
tion of St. James was to obviate those iQis- 
conceptions which had been deduced f^ift 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, and widely 
circulated throughout the Jews of the dis- 
persion. With this view the expre^ion. 
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" by works was fi^ith made perfect," is pe- 
caliarly significant; and intimates that the 
faith proposed to the imitation of his fellow- 
countrymen was a perfect faith; and that 
no faith is perfect, unless accompanied by 
works, well-pleasing to God. 

The foregoing explanation is still further 
strengthened by the example of the sacred 
Legislator and Prophet, " By faith Moses, 
when he was come to years, refused to 
be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; 
chusing rather to suffer affliction with th^ 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures 
of sin for a season : esteeming the reproach 
of Christ greater riches than the treasures 
of Egypt ; for he had respect unto the re- 
compence of the reward." The confidence 
of Moses in the promises of the Almighty 
was so strong, as to induce him to forego 
the splendor of a court for a wandering life, 
beset with dangers, and harassed with af- 
flictions. Which course he pursued in con^ 
sequence of a full and satisfactory conviction, 
that the recompence, which he was ordained 
to receive, must be earned by active and 
persevering services. A recompence not 
consisting in temporal gratifications or of 
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limited duration^ (for he Was excluded ironr 
the land of promise :) but undefiled by sor** 
rowa, unimbittered with teats, extending 
through all time, ^' eternal in the heavens/' 
Were any further evidence required, the 
inefficacy of a dead and inactive &ith is thus 
briefly and powerfully exposed, '" the devils 
believe and tremble." The possibility of a 
useless faith is also alluded to in the fifteenth 
chapter of the Epistle to the Corinthians : 
" Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the 
gospel which I preached to you, which also 
ye have received and wherein ye stand ; by 
which also ye are saved, if ye keep in me^ 
mory what I preached to you: unless ye 
have believed in vain." Unless, treating 
the death and sacrifice of Christ, and his 
promise of an everlasting inheritance, as 
circumstances of trifling importance, ye neg- 
lect the weightier matters of the law, justice 
and mercy ; and relapse into the defilemaits 
and pollutions of the world. 

I have been exceedingly anxious to guard 
against the mistakes into which a misapi^^^ 
hension of the Apostle's reasoning might 
lead you, because the whole scheme and 
system of Calvin is fi)unded upon the doc*» 
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trine^ that works are neither the necessary 
eyidence of &ith, nor through the blood 
and merits of Christ Jesus^ a condition of 
our salvation. The whole argument is 
directed against the forms and ceremonies 
of the Mosaic law, the magnifymg self- 
righteousness as the sole title to salvation, 
and the blind rejection of an atonement, as 
unnecessary to satisfy the justice and avert 
the wrath of the Most High. Let us, my 
beloved brethren, anxiously avoid the pre^ 
sumption of the Jews, and take warning by 
their fate. Persuaded that our salvation 
depends upon the union of faith and works, 
a '' faith working by love,'' and that, where^^ 
ever the one is mentioned as effectual to 
this purpose, the other is of necessity in* 
eluded ; let us humbly embrace the means 
of acceptance appointed by God, abasing 
every high thought and every proud look, 
for we may be assured that a crime, a^^inst 
which the Apoetk ™ employed taL- 
tinual and fervent prayer for his fellow- 
countrymen, must be very heinous and dif- 
ficult of pardon. We may observe how 
very soon a wionQ cause throws a shade of 
gudt over the b^t p^ioos of the heart, 
for St. Paul not only be»s testimcmy to the 
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zeal of the Jews, but allows it to be a zeal 
of God, clouded and disparaged by the wil-* 
fill ignorance with which it was maintained. 
As long as our endeavours are confined to 
an anxious investigation of the great truths 
of religion, in order to make them the rule 
of oiu* actions, we can incur no blame for 
our exertions, for they never can outweigh 
the gravity of the pursuit ; but we ought to 
be perfectly satisfied of the correctness of 
our tenets before we settle them as the 
standard of our faith, and, above all, before 
we attempt to make proselytes to our opi- 
nions'. We must be particularly careful not 
to let any private interest, or any human 
passions, mingle with the great concerns of 
religion, lest zeal degenerate into persecu- 
tion ; and we must ever bear in mind, that 
erroneous doctrines held by another are no 
additional reason for our acceptance; but 
that we shall be judged without any refe- 
rence to the conduct of our neighbours, 
solely by the purity, . integrity, and opera- 
tions of our faith ; and we cannot keep too 
strict a guard at all times over our heart 
'^ and tongue, " for with the heart man be- 
lieveth unto righteousness, and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation." 



SERMON IX. 



ACTS xi. 18. 



Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted 

repentance unto life^ 

It has been shewn in a former discourse, 
that the Jewish nation, which had .been 
ordained of God to preserve the true &ith 
in the midst of that idolatry and darkness 
which overspread the world for so many 
ages, were highly jealous of their privileges, 
and looked ^pon the rest of mankind as 
outcasts and barbarians. The promise made 
to Abraham was considered by them in a 
linuted sense, and the most di^t aUusion 
to the possible participation of the Gentiles 
was considered as little less than rebellion 
against the decrees of the Most High. So 
deeply were these opinions rooted in their 
minds, that those Jews, who were first con- 
verted to Christianity, were inclined to value 
it only as an exclusive gift, and began to 
treat St. Peter in a hostile manner for having 
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admitted the inhabitants of other countries 
into the Church by baptism. The Apostle 
in his vindication explained to the,^ the 
matter m order, plainly shewing that he had 
acted, not upon his own suggestion, but by 
authority from above. While he was pray- 
ing by himself on the housetop at Joppa, 
he feU into a trance, and saw a vision. A 
vessel, like a great sheet, was let down from 
heaven, in which were all kinds of beasts, 
birdfi, and creeping things, such as had been 
declared unclean by the law of Moses, and 
of which a Jew was forbidden to partake* 
A voice at the same time desired him to 
rise and eat ; but he replied that he was a 
strict observer of the commandments, and 
could not violate what he considered to be 
his duty. He was answered a second time 
from heaven, and desired no longer to caU 
that common or unclean, which God, who 
instituted the law of Moses, had cleansed 
and purified. In order to leave no doubt 
upon the mind of the Apostle, the vision 
was repeated three times, and was imme- 
diately succeeded by a circumstance in- 
tended to enforce its application. Three 
men arrived at the house from a neighbour- 
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ing city, and the Spirit desired him to go 
with them, although they were Gentiles, 
putting no difference between the Jews and 
them, as cliean or unclean. St. Peter with 
six of the brethren accompanied them the 
following morning to Cessarea, to the house 
of Cornelius, a centurion of the Roman 
amy, who is described as eminent for piety 
and justice. This officer informed him, that 
an anirel had appeared to him while he was 

tions were heard; and that his alms were 
had in remembrance in the sight of God ; 
and he was also desired to send to a certain 
house at Joppa for a person, who should 
tell him what it was necessary for him to do, 
in order to be saved. St. Peter immediately 
perceived the scope and tendency of the 
vision which had previously appeared to 
him, and confessed that '' God was no re- 
specter of persons," but that " in every 
nation he who feared him, and worked 
righteousness, was accepted with him." He 
did not therefore hesitate to perform the 
commission upon which he was sent, preach, 
ing to them the doctrine of Jesus, and ex* 
{Gaining to them that the Divine Person, 
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whose servant he was, had risen from the 
dead, and being appointed Lord of all, had 
power to execute judgment, and to fulfil the 
promises wHch he had made to his feithful 
followers. And he added, that whoever 
believed on him should receive remission of 
sins. While the Apostle was yet speaking, 
the Holy Ghost in a visible shape fell on all 
those who heard the word, in the same man* 
ner as it had descended at Jerusalem on the 
day of Pentecost ; and they of the circum- 
cision who had come with St. Peter fi*om 
Joppa, and had previously entertained the 
opinion that the grace of God was ccmfined 
to those who had complied with the injunc- 
tions of the Jewish law, '' were astonished 
because that on the Gentiles also was poured 
out the gift of the Holy Ghost." For this 
mspiration was attended with the knowledge 
of various tongues and languages, in order 
to enable them to circulate the doctrines 
and dispense the blessings of Christianity. 
In consequence of this miraculous visitation, 
St. Peter, thoroughly convinced that the 
Almighty had torn asunder the veil which 
separated the other nations of the earth 
from his favoured people, was desirous of 



admitting these converts into the Churdby 
and, asking if any one after so manifest a 
declaration could forbid water that they 
might be baptised^ he immediately either 
performed that necessary ceremony himself^ 
or directed it to be done by persons ap- 
pointed for that office. This plain and 
faithful relation satisfied the brethren who 
were at Jerusalem ; who had raised the ob- 
jection to St. Peter's conduct, not from any 
improper or jealous feehng, but from a 
justifiable zeal for the correct observation of 
those customs and ceremonies, which had 
been handed down through many genera- 
tions by the direction of Jehovah, and were 
SO lately sanctioned by the scrupulous ob- 
servance of Christ Jesus. We may observe 
that thk .iitoal repeal .f the cLmomal 
law waa to them matter of joy and congra- 
tulation, for it opened a prospect of that 
abundant harvest which the labourers were 
destined to reap at no distant period : and 
explained the meaning of those secret inti- 
mations of their Lord, which hitherto had 
purposely been left in obscurity and darkness. 
As the vision, which we are now consider- 
ing, was intended, by putting an end to the 
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ition between clean and unclean meato^ 
to throw open the Church to the Gentiles, 
let us to inquire uito the design of the 
original institution. 

Circumcision and the abstaining from 
meats were the two points in which the 
Jews differed from the rest of mankind* 
The former was common to them with the 
Ishmaelites and some other nations ; but the 
not partaking of certain animals, which were 
forbidden by the law of Moses as unclean, 
was peculiar to the descendants of the. 
twdlve sons of Jacob* The divine intention 
in this prohibition was so completely to 
separate them from the inhabitants of other 
countries^ by enjoining them the use of a 
particular diet, as to keep them from &mi- 
liar conversation with the worshippers of 
monstrous images of wood and stone, and 
thus prevent their falling into idolatry. In 
order that you may understand this clearly, 
I refer you to the following passages in the 
Book of Leviticus : ^' I am the Lord your 
God, which have separated you from other 
people ; ye shall therefore put a difference 
between clean beasts and unclean, and be- 
tween unclean fowls and clean; and you 
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shall not make yourselves abominable by 
beast or by fowl, or by any manner of creep* 
ing thing which creepeth on the ground, 
which I have sepairated from you as un- 
clean/* And again, " Ye shall be holy to 
me, for I the Lord am holy, and have se- 
vered you from other people, that ye should 
be mine/' The gracious and watchful Pro- 
vidence of God, therefore, had not fdrbid- 
den his servants the use of certain animals, 
in order to curtail their means of enjoyment, 
or because any actual defilement was incur- 
' red by partaking of them ; but that a strong 
motive of obedience should fortify them 
against that familiar intercourse, which was 
likely to be eflS^tual in undermining their 
faith. The feasts of the heathens were 
always intermixed with the rites of their 
religion, and they concluded the day by 
sharing the sacrifices which had been ofifered 
to their gods. So that the commandment 
by which the Jews were enjoined to abstain 
from such animals, as were usually offered 
by the surrounding nations to their respective 
gods, precluded almost the possibility of 
temptation, imless men had already hardened 
themselves to wilful disobedience, and pur- 

11 
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pofiiely threw themselves in the way of thos^ 
degradmg ceremonies which began in de«- 
bauch, and ended in apostacy. Hence to 
revoke this command^ was to throw down 
the barrier which separated the Jew from 
the Gentile, and virtually to declare that 
the respeqt paid to birth was at an end; 
that the promise made to Abraham was now 
to be fulfilled in its most ext^isive sense ; 
and that, through the merits and mediation 
of a Saviour, all nations, of the earth should 
be blessed, and sit down as children in the 
kingdom of the Most High. The emblem 
of the vessel with its contents let down 
from heaven was the more suitable to this 
end, because the Jewish people, in conse- 
quence of the difference made between clean 
and unclean meats, were accustomed to 
consider the persons themselves who par- 
took of them as defiled, and to say that, in 
their figurative language, the term '' unclean 
beasts" was used to signify the people of 
this world, who were estranged firom the 
presence of Jehovah, and had no share in 
the blessings of his covenant. 

It is obvious, firom this account, that a 
Divine Revelation was necessary, in order 
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to authorise the Apostle to receive persons 
of all nations without distinction into the 
body of the Christian Church. Our Sa- 
viour's injunction to " go and teach and 
baptize all nations'' was supposed by them 
to refer only to those of Jewish extraction 
who were scattered through all parts of the 
world. The proselytes of other countries 
were admitted, mdeed, into the outer court 
of the temple, but they were still considered 
as unclean ; and no Jew, who had any re- 
verence for the law of Moses, would admit 
them to the same table. This regulation 
had fiilfiUed a most important pttrpose^^ and 
was now become not only useless, but an 
impediment to the outspread of Christianity, 
«>d the »cc.mpl»bment of the paq>oses of 
God. Without its repeal no progress could 
be made in the march of Revelation, and 
the early promise of the Gospel must wither 
and decay. A messenger from heaven was 
therefore sent to destroy the veil of the 
spiritual temple, and his commission was 
performed in so intelligible and circumstan- 
tial a manner, as not only to influence the 
conduct of St. Peter, but to bring home 
conviction to the minds of those who had 
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been o&mded at his proceediiigs, and in- 
clined to c<mdemn him* From this period, 
bdmg authorized by the Baloe power which 
ordained the Law to overstep its boundary, 
they cheerftdly united their efforts to cir<- 
eulate the doctrines of Jesus, and to bring 
home into one fold the sheep which were 
scattered over every quarter of the globe. 
Succeeding disciples seconded their efforts ; 
and the fiuits of their exertions are at this 
day visible in the mtdtitudes of all languages 
who have embraced the glad tidings of sal« 
vation, and have been called from ignorance 
and darkness to the knowledge of th^ 
Creator and Redeemer. 

The arrogance of the Jewish nation, in 
endeavouring to confine to themselves the 
invaluable privileges and blessings of the 
gospel, was one great instrument which led 
to their rejection, and which at this hour 
prevents them from withdrawing the veil of 
unbeUefwhichUesupon their hearts. Long 
known by the title of '^ chosen of the Lord," 
they could not condescend to share the 
bleLg with other nation., althongh no 
{.rti^on eouhl detect from TLeu, ; 
and it would appear^ that they preferred a 
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temporal dominion and the momentary gra* 
tification of political vengeance to that fixture 
and eternal existence, whose spiritual en* 
jpyments were to be shared with the mul* 
titude of their enemies. A dispersion of 
nearly tw^ thousand years has been inef* 
fectualto the correction of this btind infii^ 
tuation ; and while converts are flowing into 
the Church from every quarter of the globe, 
they persist in denying " the Lord who 
bought them/' smd treat with equal neglect 
the precepts and the doctrines of Christia- 
nity. They were,^ it is true, chosen out of 
nations sunk in idolatry and sin, in order 
that they might preserve uncomipt the 
oracles of God ; but to say that they were 
selected as the sole objects of the Divine 
Benevolence, is to falsify those oracles in 
their most important predictions, and to 
degrade to the level of human passions and 
human capacities the unbounded loving-* 
kindness and attributes of the Highest. 
The Jews have suffered deeply for this 
perversion of the intellect; and it might 
be thought that so constant and flagrant 
an example would operate strongly upon 
avowed Christians, and induce them to 
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tme^ all daim to > supetiiH* Ikvour, as being* 
the Gommon children of that Universal Pa^ 
rent, who is described by the Apostle a» 
the very essence of charity and love. Yet. 
the same &tal error has been adopted by 
certain members of the universal Church, 
who, overlooking alike the precedent and 
the penalty, gratify their personal pride by 
the assertion of a peculiar adoption, and 
thus loosen the ties, the necessary and in- 
dispensable ties, ot morality and obedience. 
Sud. too is the natoe of this persuasion, 
that, when once it is seated and rooted in 
the mind^ it is seldom eradicated, and 
transmutes the open and generous affections 
into the opposite extremes of selfishness 
and pride. Were such opinions really found- 
ed upon Scripture Revelation, well might 
those who consider themselves to be the 
objects of suah partial and irreversible de- 
creeSy plume themselves upon their accept- 
ance ; although it would still be difficult for 
individuals to prove that they were the 
gifted and peculiar people, chosen of old 
firom the mass of mankind as objects of 
a merdfid deliverance, and set apart for 
the separate enjoyment of happiness and 
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immortality. It is the flattering distinction 
contained in this unfounded doctrine which 
gains access to the heart, and prevents those 
who embrace it from perceiving the horrible 
tendency of an exclusion, which consigns 
by &r the greater part of their brethren to 
everlasting destruction. Yet surely the very 
consideration that it panders to human pas* 
sions might convince them that it could not 
originate with a just and holy God, but 
must be the delusion of a being, who assumes 
every shape, and suggests every contrivance, 
which can tend to the perversion of our 
faculties and reason. Search the Scriptures 
diligently, my brethren, and you will find 
no sufficient trace leading to so dreadful a 
conclusion ; for every page teems with gra* 
cious offers of general acceptance and sal- 
vation. Deep as is the stain of guilt which 
we imbibe from our first fatal progenitor; 
extensive as are the consequences of his 
offence ; upon one spotless and all-sufficient 
sacrifice was heaped the accumulated mass 
of our infirmities and crimes. " All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way, and the Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all." 

N 
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How incompatible, how utterly inconsistent 
is this declaration o£ the Prophet, were 
everlasting happiness the consequence of a 
pre-ordained and irrespective decree ; were 
the bulk of mankind irrecoverably doomed 
to misery and sorrow. Nay, is not so dread-* 
fill a supposition in express contradiction to 
the words of our blessed Saviour himself, 
as recorded by the beloved Apostle ? " Now 
is the judgment of this world : now shall 
the prince of this world be cast out. And 
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto me." In what' sense could the 
prince of this world be said to be cast out, 
if he still reigned supreme over the heart 
and will ? By what perversity of reasoning 
could all men be said to be drawn to the 
presence of a merciful Redeemer, if only a 
remnant be the objects of his saving grace, 
and the rest of the species be consigned to 
irrecoverable ruin, without fi*eedom of choice, 
or the possibility of pardon? Far be the 
unhallowed thought, that God would deal 
so harshly with Ms creatures ! " The Lord 
is long suffering to us-ward : not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance." The multiphcity of our 
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transgressions called forth the exuberance 
of his mercy. "' Where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound: that, as sin hath 
reigned unto death, even might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life, by 
Jesus Christ our Lord." Such plain and 
express assurances of the gracious intentions 
of the Almighty preclude the possibility of 
doubt. The general condemnation, under 
which the world lay in consequence of the 
sin of Adam, was fully revoked by a subse- 
quent decree ; and death, which in the 
expectation of our spiritual enemy, was to 
include under its dominion the stock and 
branches of a fallen race, became the gate 
and inlet to more exalted and endless felicity. 
The possession of Adam was an earthly 
paradise ; the heritage of his children is a 
heavenly kingdom. These tidings the Mi- 
nisters of the Gospel are sent forth " to 
preadh to every creature:" not as to men 
who, eagerly advancing to receive the 
choiceist gifts from the hand of friendship, 
are to be suddenly smitten with the sword 
of destruction ; but as to the redeemed and 
purchased of the Lord, whose blood is dear 
in his sight; whose sins are blotted out, 
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whose iniquity is pardoned ; who, while yet 
a&r off, are welcomed like the returning 
prodigal, and clad afresh in robes of purity 
and innocence. *' Ho! every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters ; and he 
that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat ; 
yea, come^ buy wine and milk without mo- 
ney, and without price. Seek ye the Lord, 
while he may be found ; call ye upon him, 
while he is near. * Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts : and let him return unto * the 
Lord, and he will haye mercy upon him, 
and to our God, for he will abundantly par- 
don." " If any man thirst," cried the blessed 
Jesus aloud in the temple on the last day of 
the feast of tabernacles, '' let him come 
unto me and drink." To the same effect is 
the testimony of him, to whom was com- 
mitted the Revelation of the latter days; 
who beheld in a vision the image of his 
glorified Master, '' the root and the offiipring 
of David, the bright and morning star." 
'' Let him that is athirst, come. And who* 
soever will, let him take the water of life 
freely." May we not then warn those, who 
would arrogantly limit the bounties of the 
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Creator, lest they incur the plagues de^ 
nounced upon such as add to, or take away 
from the words of the prophecy; and justly 
apply to them the reproof of the Holy Spirit 
by the mouth of Isaiah ? " My thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, saith the Lord ; for as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts 
than your thoughts. For as the rain cometh 
down, and the snow from heaven, and re- 
tumeth not thither, but watereth the earth, 
and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it 
may give seed to the sower, and bread to 
the eater : so shall my word be that goeth 
forth out of my mouth ; it shall not return 
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereto I sent it. For ye shall go 
out with joy, and be led forth with peace ; 
instead of the thorn shall come up the fir- 
tree, and instead of the briar shall come up 
the myrtle-tree : and it shall be to the Lord 
for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall 
not be cut off." 

Had the Apostle Saint Paul, from whom 
this doctrine of predestination is professed 
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to be borrowed, considered himself certain 
of a mansion in the '' eternal and enduring 
city/' Would he have expressed a doubt of 
his own safety, and publicly have declared 
that hie was " careful to keep his body in 
subjection, lest by any means, when he had 
preached to others, he himself should be a 
cast-away ?" The principal text brought to 
substantiate these exclusive opinions is so 
clearly and guardedly expressed by him, 
that' it appears difficult to misunderstand or 
to wrest the meaning. The predestination 
there spoken of is entirely dependant upon 
the prescience of God, coupled with his 
immutable justice. Man, fallen and de- 
graded man, is reconciled to his offended 
Parent by the proffered sacrifice of Christ ; 
the conditions upon which he is again re- 
ceived into favour are, a humble conscious- 
ness of his own corruptions, real and un- 
feigned penitence for sins past, faith in the 
Saviour who was to be made an offering for 
transgressions, and stead&st purposes of 
amendment of life. An Almighty Being 
must of necessity, even before the publi- 
cation of the promises, know who would 
accept the terms; and for them all the 
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occasions and accidents of life^ its joys^ its 
trials, and its sorrows^ work together to the 
promotion of their everlasting welfare. 
They, being foreknown as feithful and 
obedient children, were on that account 
'^ predestinated to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the first- 
bom among many brethren." To those 
who were thus predestinated the invitation 
in course of time was duly sent ; they are ' 
declared to be justified by the Redeemer's 
merits, and shall hereafter partake the glory 
of his eternal inheritance. This knowledge 
and determination of the Most High is so 
far from interfering with our fi:ee-will, that 
it is consequent upon the effects which that 
firee-will produces, and the course which it 
shall instigate us to pursue. Agreeably to 
this interpretation, St. Peter in his second 
epistle, which is addressed " to them that 
have obtained like precious faith" with the 
Apostles, " through the righteousness of 
God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ," exhorts 
them " to give all diligence to make their 
calling and election sure ;" and he requires 
them, as a necessary obligation, to " add 
to their faith, virtue ; and to virtue, know- 
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ledge ; and to knowledge, temperance ; and 
to temperance, patience; and to patience, 
godliness ; and to godliness, brotherly kind- 
ness; and to brotherly kindness charity/' 
The promises of God, which are universally 
proffered, are accessible to all men; and 
may you, my brethren, press onwards in 
your Christian course with such earnestness 
aad perseverance, as to obtain the prize of 
victory, and be finally received into that 
fold, which shall be gathered to the pro- 
tection of one Shepherd, even Jesus Christ, 
our MecUator ai)d Saviour. 

In order that you may be fully sensible 
of the inestimable blessing to which you are 
called, examine the roll of ages, and reflect 
upon the inhuman and disgusting rites prac- 
tised by our Pagan ancestors, when these 
islands were sunk in ignorance and darkness. 
To guard you against the designs of that 
ever-wakeful foe, who infuses poison into 
the fountains of living water, by substituting 
the legends of priestcraft for sacred records, 
and idolatry for the worship of the heart, 
think upon those eventful periods of our 
history, when the adoration of the creature 
superseded that of the Creator, and the 
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altar was deserted for the tablet and" the 
shrine. The days, when our forests re- 
sounded with midnight orgies and the cries 
of human victims, are for ever past; but 
man is prone to credulity and terror, and no 
precaution can be too great against that 
baleful superstition, which fetters the un-^ 
derstanding, debases the moral feeling, and 
professes to commit to erring man the keys 
of Earth and Heaven. The precepts and 
doctrines of the Church of England are 
founded upon the Bible; she asserts no 
claim to infallible judgment or exclusive 
privilege; the language of her Liturgy is 
intelligible and pure; and her ministers 
anxiously inculcate the necessity of that 
repentance granted to the Gentiles ; by em- 
bracing which they are made heirs of life 
and immortality. Diligently attend her 
public services, and be assured that unre- 
mitting habits of piety and devotion best 
fortify the mind against those open or secret 
attacks which are now constantly levelled 
at the sober and rational believer. Be 
equally upon your guard against the dan- 
gerous extremes of lukewarmness and fana- 
ticism: opposing the shield of faith to the 
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one, to the other the panoply of a righteous 
and holy life. Let no man de&aud you of 
present tranquillity or future hope by sow- 
ing the seeds of unbelief in your hearts ; or 
by instilling such apprehensions of the wrath 
of the Almighty^ as begin in mental de- 
pression, and end too often in despair. Let 
the groundwork of your confidence be hu- 
mility and penitence; let the conviction 
sink deep into your own minds, and earnestly 
impress it upon your servants, your depen- 
dants, and your children, that the first great 
requisite of the religion which they profess 
is a lowly and contrite spirit. Instruct them 
that their Saviour was ushered into the 
world by *' the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness. Repent ye, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand." Teach them to look 
up to the Father of mercies in the all-pre- 
vailing name of Him who is " the way, the 
truth, and the life." Admonish them of 
their helpless and unfriended state without 
his interposition, and shew them that the 
Mediator of the New Covenant, while he 
pleads for us in his human capacity, being 
also an essential part of the Godhead, is 
himself able to forgive all the offences which 



187 

we may have committed against our neigh- 
bour and our God ; and having '' a name 
exalted above every name/' is commissioned 
"to execute judgment also/' In his pre- 
sence we are at this moment, although he 
is unseen ; and in his visible presence 
we shall stand at the last dreadful day, 
when every individual must give an ac- 
count of his deeds before the com- 
panions of his earthly voyage, and the 
messengers who attend round the eternal 
throne. Where daall the guilty flee for 
refuge when " that day of the Lord shall 
come as a thief in the night, in the which 
the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fer- 
vent heat, the earth also and the works that 
are therein shall be burnt up?" Where 
then shall be the soothing voice of the 
friend, who has been accustomed to fortify 
the mind in the hour of adversity, and re- 
anitaoiate the spirit when borne down by the 
torrent of distress and difficulty ? At that 
eventful period, the eyes of all will be 
turned on Him whose word shall decide their 
fate. for the ages of eternity. The associa- 
tions and connectiona of human life will be 
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broken in that moment ; and those faithful 
servants who have anxiously waited the 
coming of tibeir Master, with their '' loins 
girded, and their lights burning/' will be too 
fearfiilly engaged on their own account to 
bestow a thought upon others, even did they 
possess the ability to save. The only fHend, 
whose assistance will then be of any avail, 
is He who was bruised for our iniquities, 
who for ova; sakes entered into the conflict 
with principalities . and powers, and sub- 
mitted to buflfettings and ignominy firom the 
lowest of mankind. But his friendship must 
be secured before we enter upon the closing 
scene of life, while our health, our spirits, 
our vigour of body and of mind, are un- 
injured by indulgence and natural decay; 
while we are still able to offer him the tri- 
bute of active services and an uncorrupted 
heart. '' His yoke is indeed easy, and his 
burden light;" but when he proposes an 
immortal reward to our acceptance, he re- 
quires us to divest ourselves of the cor- 
ruptions of the flesh, and to raise our eyes 
to that cross upon which he suffered and 
expired. He wlio, while he sojourned upon 
earth, was prevailed upon by the faith of 
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the impotent and afflicted to heal their 
infirmities, and remit the sins which had 
drawn them down upon their heads, has 
promised equally to remit the eternal 
punishment of those who believe in and 
obey him. Defer not then, I beseech you, 
to conciliate his favor; but diligently in- 
vestigate your eternal concerns, and hasten 
to pay him the homage of the heart. Re- 
solve this day to enter upon a new course, 
exerting all your energies to obtain that 
reward of victory, which siurpasses the 
allurements of earthly splendour, and to 
ensure, through the merits and intercession 
of a Redeemer, an inheritance in the region 
of happy spirits, whose "sin is forgiven," 
whose *' iniquity is pardoned," and who ever 
circle the throne of their Creator with grate- 
fol hymns of praise and adoration. 



SERMON X. 



ISAIAH LIX. 19. 

When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit 
of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him. 

Th. writings of thep,ophe.;abon„di„p«. 
cepts of morality, and in continual warnings 
to the Jews to turn from the error <rf their 
ways, and walk in the paths of righteousness 
and judgment Such exhortations are ac-^ 
companied by threatenings and promises of 
extraordinary import; the expectation of the 
former calculated to fill them with salutary 
terrors, and the future completion of both 
to add fresh links to that long chain of pro- 
phecy which should effectually confirm the 
faith of future generations. The wicked- 
ness and obstinacy of the Jews compelled 
the Most High to the infliction of punish- 
ments unexampled in the history of nations; 
but his loving-kindness and mercy also led 
him to reveal to them those happier scenes. 
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when the plenteous effusion of divine grace 
should reconcile man to his Maker, and re- 
cal the nations of the earth from infidelity 
and blasphemy, to a conviction of the truth 
of Revelation, and to unshaken purposes of 
repentance and amendment of Ufe. Isaiah> 
in the present chapter, vindicates the faith- 
fulness and power of the Lord from the 
complaints which had been uttered against 
him ; and points out the real cause why he 
suffers a favoured people to be a bye- word 
to their enemies, and withholds from them 
those consolations which had been vouch- 
safed to their fathers, and were promised to 
the children. "" Behold, the Lord's hand 
is not shortened, that he cannot save; 
neither his ear heavy, that he cannot ear : 
but your iniquities have separated between 
you and your God, and your sins have hid 
his face from you, that he will not hear. 
For your hands are defiled with blood, and 
your fingers with iniquity ; your lips have 
spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered 
perverseness. None calleth for justice, nor 
any pleadeth for truth ; they trust in vanity 
^d speak lies ; they conceive mischief, and 
bring forth iniquity/' The consequences 
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of such conduct must be the bringing down 
the judgments of heaven upon their devoted 
heads; and we know that when the measure 
of their iniquities was full, the cup of fury 
was poured out upon them, and they be< 
came a terrible and lasting example of 
eternal justice. That conduct, however, 
which led so decidedly to the overthrow and 
rejection of the Jewish nation, after the 
numerous mercies and tender compassion of 
their God so often exerted in vain, led to 
the calling in of an innumerable multitude 
of converts from all quarters of the globe, 
and to the final establishment of triumphant 
Christianity. A new commandment was 
given inculcating the necessity of universal 
love ; and the promise of salvation through 
the mediation of an Immortal Intercessor 
brought together individuals of every nation 
and of every religion to the doctrine of that 
faith, which inculcates unremitting obedi- 
ence. The Revelation given through Christ 
Jesus, has spread " the fear of the name of 
the Lord from the west, and his glory from 
the rising of the sun ;" and while it has 
assured man of a happier state of being in 
anbther world, it has induced him to foster 
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the gentler passions, and to cultivate the 
milder arts of tranquillity and peace. It 
was foretold, however, that such a desirable 
constitution of society should be broken in 
upon in the latter days^ and that the eternal 
and resUess enemy of mankind should make 
so determined an attack upon the church of 
Christ as should threaten to destroy the 
very seeds of revealed truth, and make a 
he^ of ruins of the temple and the altar. 
Agmnst this rash and desperate assailant^ 
tlie Comforter has undertaken to assist and 
animate us ; for we have been assured, that 
'' when the enemy shall come m like a floods 
the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard 
against him. And the Redeemer shall come 
to Zion, and unto them that turn from trans- 
gression in Jacob, saith the Lord. As for 
me, this is my covenant with them, saith the 
Lord ; my Spirit whidi is upon thee, and 
my words which I have put in thy mouthy 
shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out 
<^ the mouth of thy seed, nor out* of the 
mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, 
from henceforth and for ever" . 

The points to which I wish shortly to 
direct your consideration on the present 
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occasion, ajre the times intended by the 
prophecy, the condition upon which for- 
giv^aess of sins is promised, and the blessing 
to be continued to those who embrace the 
gracious otEbT of salvation. 

In our endeavour to ascertain the times 
appointed for the completion of this very 
important prophecy, we are greatly assisted 
by the line of argument adopted by Saint 
Paul in the eleventh chapter of his Epistle 
to the Romans. We ought, however, to 
recollect, that most of the prophecies, both 
of the Old and New Testament^ which re- 
fer to the Advent of our Lord, have a double 
fulfihnent ; the first partial and incomplete, 
yet so strongly prefiguring and shadowing 
out its final ace.mpLZ>t. as materiaUy 
to enlighten our conceptions of the event, 
and strengthen our confidence in the wake- 
fill superintendence and providence of God* 
Thus, the captivity in Babylon, and the 
scattering abroad the ten tribes, were types 
of the subjection of Judea and Jerusalem 
by the Romans, and the dispersion of their 
inhabitants over the four quarters of the 
globe. The description of the last judg- 
ment, deUvered by our Blessed Lord to his 
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dkciples with so many cir cumstanees^ of 
majesty and terror, was partly AilfiUed at the 
destruction of the Holy City, when God, by 
means of the Roman eagles, took vengeance 
upon the Jews for havmg rejected his offers 
of mercy, and crucified his Anointed. So 
fikewise the prophecy under consideration 
respected the corruptions of the house of 
Judah when Christ Jesus was ushered into 
the world, as well as the infidelity of the 
latter days, when whole nations rushing into 
apostacy and crime should hasten the second 
Advent of their Saviour and their Judge. 
The whole course of events recorded in the 
New Testament,, the precepts, exhortations, 
and reproofe, constantly addressed to indi- 

viduals as well as to whole sects, who had 

* 

broken or perverted the Law, shew that the 
Jewish nation had ah-eady undergone a 
moral revolution, and were ripe for that 
period when they were to be tried and 
purged in the fire of the refiner. Accord- 
mgly the Baptist came in the power and 
spirit of EKas, preaching repentance, turning 
^ the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom 
of the just,'' and proclaiming the approach 
of that Redeemer who was "suddenly to 

o2 
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come to his temple," a sure refuge and sup- 
port to those "who turn from transgression 
in Jacob/' but " a stone of stumbling and a 
rock of pffenee" to the impenitent and un- 
believer. In those times of difficulty and 
danger, when the depositaries of divine truth 
were on the point of relapsing into mental 
darkness, the Holy Spirit of God opposed 
its miraculous influence *o stem the flood ; 
He arose, who had been emphatically fore- 
told as the sceptre and the star, laying the 
chief corner-stone of his universal kingdom, 
and guiding the nations by his light, till he 
should bring them safe into the haven of 
tranquillity and rest This was a primary 
fulfilment of the prophecy. The assurance 
pf its secondary accomplishment is fully 
established upon the authority of Saint Paul, 
where he explains to the Romans the ipehole 
counsel of the Most High. Speaking afl;er 
the resurrection of Christ of the rejection 
of the Jew:s, and of the calling of the Gen- 
tiles, he saySj if the latter " were cut out of 
the olive-tree which is wild by natiu*e, and 
grafted, contrary to nature, into a good 
olive-tree, how much more shall the natural 
branches," though now cut ofi^ " be grafted 
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into th^ own olive-tree ? For I would not, 
brethren, that you should be ignorant of 
this mystery, lei9t you should be wke in your 
own conceits, that blindness in part as hap- 
pened to Israel, till the fullness of the Gen- 
tiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be 
saved, as it is written, there shall come out 
of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob. And, this is my 
covenant to them^ when I shall take away 
their sins/' Which remission of sins is ex- 
plained in the second Epistle to the Corin- 
thians to be consequent upon their repent- 
ance. " Even to this day when Moses is 
read, the veil is upon their hearts. Never- 
theless when it," the Jewish nation, " shall 
turn to the Lord, the veil shall be taken 
away." Thus the Apostle, after that the 
Lord Jesus had come in the flesh, and ob^ 
tained the victory over the prince of this 
world, speaks of the future Advent of a 
Deliverer, quoting, with a slight variation of 
version, the words of Isaiah in this place. 
This Deliverer could be no other than the 
same Jesus who ascended into heaven, for 
he alone can " save his people from their 
sins ;" and his mighty deliverance was to be 



198 
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{n'eceded by a general want of faith and 
degeneracy of manners, against which the 
Spirit of the Lord should raise the standard 
ci resistance. We must look, therefore, £ur 
fo^ond the age of the Apostles for the con- * 
summation of this prediction, and the sacred 
writings, will assist us in developing the signs 
of the times. Saint Peter, in the second 
chapter of his Second Epistle, forewarns the 
Church against false teachers who should 
'' privily bring in damnable heresies, even 
denying the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themselves swift destruction." 
He proceeds also to point out the extensive 
influence of their doctrines, and the marks 
by which they might be distinguished. 
Such teachers arose even in the days of the 
Apostle, and gaining strength at various 
periods, have not ceased to disturb the faith, 
and corrupt the discipline of the whole 
Christian community. But the third chap- 
ter of the same Epistle is especially directed 
against those who should come in the latter 
days, rejecting altogether the faith in Jesus, 
holding him up to ridicule as a deceiver of 
the people, and treating the promise of his 

second coming with scorn and contempt. 
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These men, being divested of the. fear of a 
future judgment, were to surrender them* 
selves to the government of their lusts, 
buoyed up by the flattering but deceitful 
* hope, that the vengeance of heaven, having 
been so long delayed, would for ever sleep : 
that the Creator was indifferent to the con- 
duct of his creatures, and that with him 
righteousness and crime would be equally 
forgotten. '' There shall come in the last 
days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 
and saying, where is the promise of his 
coming ? for since the fathers feU asleep, 
all things continue as they wei'e from the 
begmning of the creation/' Is it possible 
for any person to overlook the testimony 
of all history, profane as well as sacred, 
that the iniquities of their fathers brought a 
flood of waters upon the earth, and that all 
flesh, its pomp, its pleasures, and its pos* 
sessions, were overwhelmed in the abyss ? 
Alas ! how easily can man deceive himself, 
when on«e he L given the reign to his 
pawions, and surrendered his reason to the 
dominion of his lusts. " Of this," says the 
Apostle, " thqy are wilfully ignorant." In 
the madness of their soul, they refuse to 
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listen to the plainest facts, and me^uring 
the attributes of the Eternal by their own 
limited existence, they deem him either cul- 
pably slack in the performance of his pro- 
mise, or incapable of its accomplishment. Yet 
'' the number of a man's days at the most, 
are a hundred years." And " as a drop of 
water unto the sea, and a gravel-stone in 
comparison of the sand, so are a thousand 
years unto the days of eternity. Therefore 
is God patient with them, and putteth forth 
his mercy upon them." The very slackness 
which they accuse, although it be as nothing 
in the sight of him who endureth through- 
out all generations, is a proof of his patience 
and long-suffering towards them : for he is 
*' not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance." Hav- 
ing thus described the nature and conduct 
of those seceders from Christianity, St. Peter, 
anxious lest his expression of '' the last days' - 
should be misunderstood, and limited to the 
times when vengeance was about to be exe^ 
cuted upon Jerusalem, proceeds to a magni- 
ficient description of the final desolation; 
and having contrasted the actual destruction 
of the old world by water with that of " the 
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heavetis and the earth which are now'* by 
fire, he has precluded the possibiUty of an 
allegorical explanation, and pointed more 
clearly to the period, when the fulfilment of 
this prophecy might probably be expected. 
He appeals also to St. Paul in confirmation 
of the assurance '' that the long-suffering of 
our Lord is salvation/' as well as of his de- 
scription of the latter-day apostacy ; and is 
further strengthened by the testimony of 
St. Jude, who reminds those to whom he 
wrote, of "the words which w^ere spoken 
before of the Apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ : how that they told you there should 
be mockers in the last time, who. should 
walk after their own ungodly lusts ;" whom 
he likewise describes as separating them- 
selves from the Church of Christ; giving 
themselves up to personal indulgence; and 
devoid of the graces and influences of the 
Spirit. 

Such is the state of society described by 
Prophets and Apostles as about to prevail 
in the latter days; a state subversive of 
every moral and religious feeling; a state 
equally destructive of private confidence 
and public security. Heresies have arisen 
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at various times, and individuals have been 
hardy enough to disclaim. the faith in which 
they were nurtured and Inrought up; but 
have you, my friends^ heard or read of any 
period during which so general a disbelief of 
the doctrines of Scripture, and such loose- 
ness of morals in consequence, ever pre* 
vailed, as were openly manifested towards 
the end of the last century ? Has it ever 
been known, since the Church of Christ was 
first established as the reUgion of any 
country, that so open and avowed an attack 
has been made upon the rock on which it is 
founded, on itisi doctrines, and on its mora- 
lity ? If we refer to the lives and conduct 
of those who abetted the late convulsicms in 
Europe, has it not been justly foretold that 
" these speak evil of those things which 
they know not ; but what they know natu^ 
rally as brute beasts, in those things they 
corrupt themselves ?*' Could they be more 
accurately described than '' as clouds with- 
out water, carried about of winds; trees 
whose fruit withereth without fruit, twice 
dead, plucked up by the roots ; raging waves 
of the sea, foaming put their own shame ; 
wandering stars^ ta whom is reserved the 
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Uackness of darikness for ever?^' The 
enemy has indeed cotne in like a flood, 
and even succeeded in dismantling manj 
of the barriers which had stood the shock 
of ages, and which, however impaired for 
a time, shall still be strengthened and 
established so as effectually to resist the 
storm. And has not, let me again ask you, 
has not the Spirit of the Lord lifted up a 
standard against the destroyer, and sum- 
moned all the virtual followers of the 
« 

Redeemer to strengthen their military 
array, and ^' put on the whole armour of 
light?" A strong and powerful religious 
feeling has succeeded to the apathy of un* 
belief: the wise and good have searched 
the Scriptures, not for the purpose of cavil 
and attack, but in order to confirm their 
own faith, to enlighten the minds of those 
who were bewildered in darkness and error, 
and to increase the knowledge of that ines- 
timable communication of God to man, 
whose consolations are equally important to 
the poor and to the rich, and which are our 
best refuge against spiritual and mental 
danger. These generous and well-directed 
efforts have, by the blessing of the Most 
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High^ been attended with singular success ; 
the Word of God has raised its warning 
voice both in the palace and the cottage ; 
Religion, gathering fresh vigour from the 
efforts of its adversaries, is daily restoring 
the barriers which had been partially borne 
down by the torrent of infidelity. The 
public profession of Christianity has been 
wonderfully increased, and all who engage 
in this spiritual warfare will cisrtainly share 
the advantages obt^ed by its triumph. 
But there is an indispensable condition an- 
nexed to the blessings of its final estabUsh- 
ment, the observance of which has been too 
much neglected, and even declared by some 
persons to be of minor importance. "' The 
Redeemer shall come to Zion^ and unto 
them that turn from transgression m Jacob." 
To abstain from sin, and turn aside from 
iniquity, is a necessary step in order to fit us 
for the reception of the gospel of truth ; and 
lio passport will be allowed to the second 
Canaan, which bears not an undeniable im* 
press of the conversion of the heart. No 
one who really believes that the Almighty 
has revealed himself to man by his Son^ 
and published " good tidings of great joy 
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unto all people/' can persist in the daily 
commission of evil. Those who live in the 
light of the gospel, must regulate their 
course by it ; and, however sinners may de- 
ceive themselves by flattering excuses, the 
enquiry made at the last great day will be 
this, whether they have given proof of their 
feith by the works of obedience. And to 
such an union of fidth and works, a blessing 
is promised above every earthly inheri- 
tance; a blessing, which shall descend to 
their children's children, and be prolonged 
with increasing^ vigour in the mansions 
of eternity. " As for me, this is my co- 
venant with them, saith the Lord; my 
spirit which is upon thee, and my words 
which I have put in thy mouth, shall not 
depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the 
mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of 
thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from hence- 
forth, and for ever." 

A promise more important in its conse- 
quences, or more likely to effect the great 
object in view, cannot easily be imagined. 
The end aimed at by the labours of mankind 
is personal happiness ; and the chief purport 
of all social institutions is to handr down un- 



206 

impdired to the posterity of individuals the 
possessions accumulated hy industry and peiv 
severance. As much therefore as spiritual ex- 
ceed tempojnd blessdngs in their nature and 
amount ; so mudi more eager ought we to be 
in thdbr pursuit^so much more earnest to hand 
them down to our posterity ; so much the 
more grateful to the Universal Benefactor 
and Parent^ for having called us to the know- 
ledge of his grace^ and awakened na, ere it 
be too late, to the dangers of sin and the 
necessity of repentance^ Yet let us hot, 
my beloved brethren, I beseech you, confine 
ourselves merely to the contemplation of 
these happy consequences^ Let every one 
resolve to embrace the gracious promises of 
the Lord, and, by commendng a leforma- 
tion within himself, set a noble and virtuous 
example to his neighbours and Mends. Let 
m recal to mind his loving kindnesses which 
were of old, and how scrupulously he has 
kept the oath which he sware to David in 
his truth. He declared to the Royal Psalmist 
many hundred years before the birth of the 
Messiah, " of the fruit of thy body will I 
set upon thy seat/' The reign of that mighty 
Deliverer was not indeed of the nature con- 



207 

templated by the Jewish nation, neither has 
its progress been so rapid as they were 
fi>ndly led to expect ; but it has amply fiilr 
filled all the predictions concerning it ; and 
the circumstances, which at various times 
have hastened or retarded its course, weve 
strongly marked by the writers both of the 
Old and New Testament. The very pecu- 
liar events of the last forty years have been 
designated with more than ordinary preci- 
sion, and this instructive lesson has been 
ntost pointedly applied by the accuracy of 
the prophecy and its fulfilment. We are 
exhorted to look, during the height of the 
danger, for '' the beacon on the mountain 
top, whence cometh our strength/' The 
standard of Christianity has been raised in 
this happy country, and pious and active 
men are zealously end^ivouring to stem the 
torrent of blasphemy and unbelief, whidi at 
one period threatpned to demolish every 
obstacle opposed to itg course. How long 
the contest may last between Infidelity on 
the one hand and Christianity on the other, 
it is impossible to calculate ; but we know 
by daily experience that those, who are en- 
gaged in asserting the honour of God, and 
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propagating his fear, already partake the 
reward which shall hereafter be abundantly 
multiplied, and enjoy in the retirement of 
their bosoms that peace of mitid which 
passeth uhderstandmg. Our warfare may be 
long and arduous, but it will have a glorious 
and triumphant close. The death-bed of 
the humble Christian will be cheered by the 
recollection of well-spent days, and illumined 
by the distant prospect of that sun, which 
from its rismg to its setting shall cheer the 
hearts of a pious, united, and beUeving 
world. In the short period allotted to hu* 
man existence, we cannot expect to see all 
nations become the kingdoms of God, and 
of his Christ; but we may earnestly hope 
that the dispersion of the Scriptures with 
proper explanation and comment ..iU gra- 
dually prepare the way for an event which 
so many Prophets have foretold, and for 
which our Saviour has instructed us earnestly 
and constantly to pray. When that Divine 
Person first sent forth his Apostles to preach 
the gospel, he limited their commission; 
and having warned them of the persecution 
which they were destined to encounter, and 
of the necessary r^idity of their progress. 
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declared that they should " not have gone 
over the cities of Israel till the Son of Man 
be come/' The towers of Jerusalem were 
shaken before the conclusion of their mi- 
nistry ; and we have urgent cause to watch 
with our " loins girded and our lights 
burning/* lest He, whose appearance " shall 
be at a moment suddenly/' prevent our 
zeal, and punish our neglect. To us it is 
enjoined to spread the blessings of his in- 
fluence in the twilight of his dawn, to scatter 
the dews of heaven over a parched and 
thirsty land, to gladden the benighted soul 
with grateful tidings of reconciliation and 
peace! Numerous obstacles may oppose and 
weaken our exertions, but the good seed, 
even when committed to a soil, appai'ently 
barren, will at last spring up and repay the 
labourer sevenfold into his bosom. Ani- 
mated by this gratifying assurance, let no 
temporary difficulties diminish our ardour 
in the sacred cause : but looking steadfastly 
forward to the goal and resting place, let 
us stimulate our hopes in proportion to the 
impediments which beset our path. And 
whenever a sense of personal infirmity and 
error weighs upon the spirits, let us eticou- 
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rage both ourselves and others with thp3e 
gracious promises which were written for 
the consolation of the lowly and penitent. 
"For. thus, saith the high and lofty one 
that inhabiteth eteniity, whose name is 
Holy, I dwell in the high and holy place ; 
with him also that is of a contrite and hum* 
ble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, 
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 
For I will not contend for ever, neither will 
I always be wroth^ for the spirit should fail 
before me^ and the souls which I have 
made." A proper sense of humiliation for 
past sins, and a deep-rooted confidence^ in 
the remission obtained for us by the blood 
of Christ, will be the strongest incentive to 
active services; and will operate most be- 
neficially in the conversion of sinners, as 
well as in strengthening and invigorating the 
whole fi^me and constitution of the. Catholic 
Church. Individual righteousness tends to 
general salvation; and by a suitable regu- 
lation of our own minds we are better 
enabled to instruct and advise others, and 
thus contribute to the division of piety and 
virtue. Cease not then, I beseech you, to 
be instant in forw^jrding the work which 
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was commenced by an Almighty Saviour; 
and, while you promote by precept and in- 
struction the cause for which he died, let 
your earnest exertions be fortified by the 
example of your life. Consider how inex- 
pressibly great is the promised reward in 
comparison with the difficulties which you 
are summoned to encounter: and armed 
with faith, and righteousness, and hope, 
march boldly to the conflict. So shall the 
self-sufficiency of human rea;son fall power- 
less before you, and the detnon of Msehood 
stand revealed, like Satan at the touch of 
the Seraph's spear. So shall the Messiah's 
siriritaal kingdom be secure alike from se- 
cret sophistiy and open violence, and your- 
selves partake the conisummation of that 
triumph, when his enemies shall bow the 
knee before him, and the temple of the 
whole earth be filled with the train of his 
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SERMON XI. 



ISAIAH XI. 9. 



The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord^ 

as the waters cover the sea. 

The blessings attendant upon the coining of 
the Messiah have been a favourite theme 
with the Prophets, and are described through- 
out in a peculiar strain of poetry and elo- 
quence. Animated with a sacred fervour, 
they have included in one view the age 
which should receive the messenger of peace, 
and those remoter times, when the whole 
mystery of God should be accomplished, 
and the jarring passions of mankind give 
place to feelings of universal benevolence. 
Such lively descriptions of that Prince of 
Peace, whose throne is in the heart, led the 
Jewish nation to confound the periods of 
his first and second Advent, and to expect 
that all the happy consequences foretold by 
the Prophets were to follow immediately 
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upon Uie promulgatioa of his kingdom. 
Disappointed in these partial hopes^ thejr 
rejected with disdain the meek and lowly 
Jesus, and obstructed to the utmost of tlieir 
power the preaching of the Gospel. I. shall 
endeavour however to. point out to you 
that the nature and rapid increase of his 
kingdom amply fiilfil the predictions con- 
cerning it, and that there are circumstances 
in. the very chapter from which my text is 
taken, which evidently T[>oint to a more dis- 
tant period, when all nations shall become 
subject to God and to his Christ; which 
period must of necessity be preceded by a 
general search after religious knowledge, 
and the general diffusion of religious truths. 
The character and office of our Blessed 
Saviour is no where more accurately de- 
scribed than by Isaiah in this place. He 
was to come not as the prophets who pre- 
ceded him, elevated by momentary inspira- 
tion, and referring at every step to the 
Omnipotent for instruction and assistance ; 
but possessing within himself the divine 
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, and 
exercising his functions with personal au- 
thority. He was not to decide from out- 
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ward appeaiances, nor to be in^uenced by* 
the profession of the lips; but enjoying all 
the powers of the natural- and moral world, 
he was to judge solely by the secrets of tiie 
heart. For the poor he was tb plead, for. 
the meek he was to reprove ; '^ to smite the 
earth with^ the rod of his mouth, and with 
the breath of h|s lips to slay the wicked/' 
Which expressions plainly import) not the 
oppressive exercise of political power^ or 
the inflictions of bodily chastisement ; but 
such ext^isive spiritual condemnation as- 
should bring ccmviction to the soul, and 
effect that conversion of the inward man 
which should lead him utterly to abhw his. 
evil imaginations, and cultivate the virtues 
of self-denial, meekness, and humility. 
Was not this indeed the character of the 
Son of Mary ? I appeal to his memorable 
discourses on the Mount, to prove his ten* 
der consideration for the poor and the 
lowly; for those who are overcome with 
bodily infirmity, and the afflicted in spirit. 
I call to witness his exhortations and re- 
proofs to the self*righteous Pharisees, his 
forcible reprjehension of their overbearing 
and oppressive conduct ; to shew the dignity 
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with which he asserted his authority as the 
Universal Judge, who came once in the 
form of a servant to sow the righteous seed, 

and who shall come again at the latter day 

» 

to reap the harvest in glory. A stubborn 
and perverse generation refused to listen 
to his admonitions, or to acknowledge his 
title ; but the increase of his dominion, im- 
mediately after his ascension, far exceeded 
the most sanguine expectations which could 
have been entertained of an earthly con- 
queror, and amply fulfilled the declaration 
of the God of Israel : " a little one shall 
become a thousand^ and a small one a 
strong nation ; I the Lord will accompUsh 
it in his (that is, the Messiah's) time/' 

It is here worthy of remark, what little 
progress the doctrines of Christianity made 
during the active ministry of Jesus, and 
how generally they became disseminated 
almost immediately after his decease, when 
he was no longer present to enforce them 
by his miracles, and illustrate precept by 
example. But the Son of God came to 
make atonement for sin by the sacrifice oC 
himself, and thereby reconcile man to an 
offended Parent. Had the diffusion of the 
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Gospel been as general in the first instance, 
as it became after the descent of the Holy 
Ghost, the disciples of Christ would scarcely 
have sufiered their Divine Master to have 
been quietly led to a painful and ignomi- 
nious death; the ardent temper of Saint, 
Peter would have communicated flame to 
his companions; and instead of the peaceful 
oblation which followed, the zealous but 
misdirected devotion of an Apostle might 
have deluged Jerusalem with the blood of 
her citizens. To set bounds to the progress 
of the Gospel, while its Author sojourned 
amongst men, appears therefore to have 
been an essential part of the divine scheme : 
and the small number of its professors at 
the outset served as the strongest contrast 
to that innumerable multitude which hast- 
ened afterwards to embrace its promises, 
and was ready to suffer in its defence. Its 
infancy sprung up miraculously into man- 
hood, and the feeble arm of childhood 
wielded on a sudden the strength of mighty 
nations. The enrolled disciples amounted 
at the period of the resurrection to one 
hundred and twenty names : the descent of 
the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, 
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when Saint Peter first proclaimed the Gospel 
to the Gentiles, was succeeded by the con- 
version of three thousand souls. After this 
'' the number of the disciples multipUed 
''greatly" even in proportion to their former 
increase ; Jerusalem was filled with converts, 
who, to prove their zeal and devotion, were 
not contented to Umit their exertions to the . 
walls of the Holy City, or the confines of 
Judea; but were eager to propagate the 
faith in the remotest comers of the earth. 
Within forty years, Scythia, Gaul, India, 
and the more polished states of Italy, and 
Egypt, became equally the theatre of their 
ministry ; and so mightily did the word of 
God grow and prevail through the agency 
of man, that it shortly whelmed in irreco- 
verable ruin the heathen rites and idols of 
antiquity. That those who Uved in the first 
ages of Christianity did not merely profess, 
but actually beUeved and embraced its doc- 
trines, is sufficiently evinced by their patient 
endurance of calamity and death ; and before 
two centuries had elapsed, the apologists 
for the new &ith represented to the Roman 
emperors who . threatened persecution, that 
tlieir courts, their camps, their cities, and 
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their pifovinces, all swarmed with Christians, 
who were enthusiasts in the cause ; and that 
to attempt to extirpate them, would be to 
destroy the far greater and most peaceable 
and useful portion of their subjects. 

Surely, my brethren, these facts which are 
matters of history, fully justify the triumph- 
ant tone assumed by the Prophets. The 
Jews, referring all the predictions concern- 
ing the kingdom of the Messiah to one 
period of time, naturally expected a mighty 
conqueror, who was to propagate their re- 
l^on by the sword, and extend their tem- 
poral dominion to the ends of the earth. 
But the progress of opinion is at first imper- 
ceptible and silent ; it advances by persuasion, 
by example, and by precept ; and thus the 
mild doctrines of the Gospel have continued 
to make their way in defiance of opposition; 
and, wherever their cheering influence has 
been felt, the milder affections have suc- 
ceeded to ferocity and pride. The blessings 
which have abeady resulted from their 
diffiision, and the progress which they have 
already made, are sufficient pledges to us, 
that they shall continue their march till all 
nations flow into the temple of the Holy 
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One; and '' the earth be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord> as the waters cover 
the sea/' Then, and not till then, i^liall the 
remaining propheeies contained in this chap^ 
ter be fulfilled ; for ** it shall come to pass in 
that day, fftiat the Lord shall set his hand- 
ag»n tbe second time to .ecver the n^m- 
nant of his people, which shall be left, fi*om 
Assyria, and fi-om Egypt, and fi*om Pathros, 
and firom Cush, and from Elam, and firom 
Shinah, and fi*om Hameth, and fi*om the 
islands of the sea. And he shall set up an 
ensign for the nations, and shall assemble 
the outcasts of Israel, and gather together 
the dispersed of Judah firom the four comers 
of the earth? The Jews expected the ac- 
complishment of this prophecy immediately 
upon the coming of the Promised Seed, by 
the return of the ten tribes which had been 
led into captivity; but, instead of the looked- 
for restoration, a sudden vengeance fell 
upon themselves, and those who remained 
in Judah and Jerusalem, were scattered to 
the four winds of heaven. And in order 
that no partial gathering of that afflicted 
people may be construed into the accom- 
plishment of the prediction, we are informed^ 
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that their return to their native land shall be 
accompanied by iHgns and wonders, with, a 
mighty hwd and a stretched-out arm, as of 
old; and their line of march is actually 
pointed out, and some of the miracles spe- 
cified, which shall attest to the world that 
their leader is " the Mighty God, the Holy 
One of Israel." " And the Lord shgll 
utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian 
sea; andwith his mighty wind shaU he 
shake his hand over the river, and shall 
smite it in the seven streams, and make men 
go over dry shod. And there shall be a 
highway for the remnant of his people, 
which shall be left from Assyria, like as it 
was to Israel, in the day when he came up 
out of the land of Egypt." 

To the dawning of that glorious day, the 
ProphetS; the Apostles, and the wise and 
good of all ages which have enjoyed the 
Christian dispensation, have looked forward 
with fervent hope ; and conscious that it 
must be preceded by the universal accept- 
ance of that perfect Law of righteousness, 
which the Son of God himself came down 
to proclaim and establish, they have la- 
boured in various ways to hasten its coming. 
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No perverseness of man can bring to nought, 
or delay the counsels of almighty wisdom; 
yet it pleases God frequently to act by hu- 
man as well as by heavenly means ; and we, 
as his subordinate instruments, are bound to 
forward the work, as the best proof which 
we can give of our faith, and our obedience. 
Our Saviour has assured us, that the days 
of tribulation, which shall more immedi- 
ately precede that period, shall be shortened 
for the sake of the elect ; in the brief and 
comprehensive prayer which he has given 
us, he has instructed us to offer up a peti- 
tion to that effect ; and we, who minister the 
service of the Christian temple, are com- 
manded "^ to go and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them ' in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost/' 

Great however must be the obstacles to 
bur labours in the foreign vineyard, while 
the practice of the Christian is frequently 
in such contradiction to the jprecepts of his 
religion: and while various opinions upon 
points of doctrine continue to divide us into 
so many different sects, and make men more 
anxious to gain over proselytes to their own 
peculiar tenets than to cultivate " the spirit 
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of knowledge, and of the fear of the Loid.'' 
The zeal of the present day for sending o«it 
missions to those nations, who hate nevw 
heard the name of Jesus, is good in. it^ 
principle, and laudable in its efforts ; but it 
appears to me that little will be effected, 
until we shall have settled ows £sdth, suid 
reformed our practice. Unity . of belief 
amongst Christians will be a tower of 
strength against the face of the adversaries; 
and those who really and truly believe will 
be most strenuous in the ccmversion of 
others, while the perfect unison observable 
in- their Hves and precepts will contribute 
more essentially perh^ than any other 
circumstance to advance the ^at work of 
salvation. One of the most powerful means 
for the attainment of this, diesirable end ii^ 
to induce the lower classes constantly to 
attend the service of the sabbath. The rich 
have innumerable opportunities of searching 
the Scriptures ; the poor have but one day 
in the week both for rest and instruction ; 
and on that day are too often led to consult 
their present ease and amusement, rather 
than to inquire into the grounds of their 
future and eternal happiness. Yet unless 
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the principles of religion and virtue are 
earnestly and constantly instilled- into their 
minds^ no very sanguine hopes can be en- 
tertained of such general success as is ne- 
cessary to promote that diffiision of religious 
truths which we are now considering. The 
poor constitute the bulk of mankind; and 
it is only by instructing and directing them; 
by cherishing objects of nobler emulation, 
and pointing tp prospects of sublimer hope ; 
by continually explaining to them the great 
end for which man was formed ; . his fall 
from a state of happiness to misery and 
death, his consequent corruption, and final 
redemption in Christ Jesua; and by incul- 
cating the absolute necessity of faith in that 
Saviour, and of humility and obedience, the 
only efficacious fruits of faith, that we shall 
be able to lay the foimdation of that glorious 
edifice, which shall receive both Jew and 
Gentile to the same communion, and whose 
bloodless sacrifice shaU be an offering of 
the heart. 

The importance attached by our blessed 
Saviour himself to the instruction of those 
who are themselves incapable of investi- 
gating the sacred writings, and how greatly 
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he considered it a proof of the identity of 
the Messiah, are shewn by his answer to 
the disciples of John, when they were sent 
to ask him ^^ art thou he that should come 
or look we for another ?'* " Go,'* said he, 
** and shew John again those things which 
e do hear and see ; the blind receive their 
ight, and the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised up, and the poor have the Gospel 
preached to them. And blessed is he, who- 
soever shall not be offended in me." He 
appealed in few words to the miracles 
which he performed, in proof that he was 
the rock in which they were to trust ; such 
miracles as could be performed only by the 
finger of God; and he concluded with a 
blessing upon those who should impute to 
the right source these most astonishing 
workings of divine power ; who should con- 
sider them as living evidences that he was 
the person to whom all the Prophets gave 
witness, and who, in consequence of that 
belief, should " walk in his ways, that he set 
before them." It had been foretold, that 
such would be the signs which would at- 
tend the coming of the Prince of Peace, and 
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the Jews were taught to expect them as 
proofs of his divinity. '' Say to them that 
are of a fearfiil heart, be strong, fear not ; 
behold your God will come with vengeance, 
even God with a recompence, he will come 
and save you. Then the eyes of the blind 
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
shaU be unstopped. Then shall the lame 
man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the 
dumb shaU smg, for in the wilderness watera 
shall break out, and streams in the desert." 
Nothing could be a greater proof of his 
being the Messiah than this endowment of 
supernatural gifts, not any thing a stronger 
and more direct fulfilment of the prophe- 
cies; yet there is one circumstance upon 
which he appears to have laid a still greater 
stress ; which he has put last in this enumera- 
tion of blessings, as most important ; and to 
which he in another place appealed as the 
great end of his coming. '' The poor have 
the Gospel preached to them.'' To open 
the ears of the deaf and the eyes of the 
blind» were the signs by which he was to be 
known ; but these wonders were not to re- 
commend him to the rich and powerful as one 
who was by these means to lead them to vie- 
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tory, and subdite thd ioatitos under them^ 
they ware to prepare the mmds of all mea 
for the reception of the new covenanty 
whose sublime promises were to put them 
upon an equality as far as regarded heavenly 
things ; which should assure those who la^ 
boured under misfortunes and poverty heie^ 
that they were equally the dare of thefe 
Maker with the noUes of the land; thafc 
'' to whom much is given^ of him will muoh 
be required ;'' and which should say td all 
who underwent with patience the privations 
of this life, '* Great is your reward in 
heaven/' 

Let me then address myself particulady 
to those who> labouring under trials and 
difficulties, consider themselves unfitted for 
the service of God, and rashly give them^ 
selves up to negligence and despondence^ 
To you, my poon» brethren^ the Saviotur 
was peculiarly sent ; for you he trod with 
weary step the circuit of a hostile and re-* 
beUious land; for you he encounteied the 
malke of mortal and iifmnortal powers; ifer 
you he bared his head to the night-*wind» 
and his bosom to the storm. Listen to the 
condescending tones in which he has ad* 
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dressed you ; let his mild expostulations sink 
de^ into your hearts ; be fearfol to incur 
the severity of hiis rebuke. Desert not those 
sacred edifices which the piety of your fore- 
fathers, erected to his praise, 8ei2se ratheif 
every opportunity of entering his house, and 
attending to his commands. Enquire into 
the circumstance of his unhonoured life; 
and mark the impression made upon his 
mind by insult and affliction, by poverty and 
contempt. Observe that every act of injury 
drew hmi stiU closer to his heavenly Father ; 
and when his frame was borne down Ivkil 
the whole weight and burden of our suis^ 
he sought not relief in the bittemete of 
complaint, but humbled himself in solitary 
communion with the Almighty Disposer of 
events, and resigned himself entirely to the 
pleasure of his will. Yet this sublime pat* 
tern of humility and patient endurance was 
himself pure and spotless^ and had dmie 
nothing deserving of punishm^rt or wrath. 
Although he was redm^ed to the lowest 
degree of indigence, and at last ** numbesed 
wh^ the tiansgressors,'' no language can 
describe the dignity of his office or the im^ 
mensity of his sacrifice* This was the person 
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foretold by the Prophets, the seed promised 
to the woman, the sceptre which was to 
come out of Jacob, the star which was to 
arise out of Israel ; and the Gospel, which is 
to this day preached to all nations, remains 
a standing miracle that its Author was 
Divine. It was not propagated by the 
sword ; it hfts ever spoken the language of 
peace. In opposition to thie reli^on of the 
wasters of the world; recommending thcf 
difficult doctrines of self-denial, and love to 
pur enemies; without pomp or luxury to 
allure tho/se who were devoted to sensual 
plefisures, it hto gradually made its sileQt 
way against the violence of persecuticm^ and 
has caused ^^ the rose to blossom in the 
wilderness." Wherever its doctrines have 
been perverted, and employed for the in- 
crease of temporal power, champions have 
been found, careless, of their safety, to re- 
store its purity; whenever fanaticism has 
debased its sanctity, when '' our young men 
liave seen visions, and our old men dreamt 
dreams ;" there have not been wanting men 
to hold up its steady light to the delusion^ 
and dissipate it like the mists of night, when 
^' the sun goeth as a bridegroom out of his 
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chamber, and rcjbiceth as a giant to run hid 
course.'* Ministers have been regularly ap 
pointed, whd derive tbieir authority in a 
direct line from Christ himself, to preach it 
to all who will come to heqr it; and the^ 
poor, who are desirous to be taught the way 
of life, can never be at a loss for instruction, 
if they resort to those who, having made the 
Scriptures their study, are best qualified hf 
their learning and office to explak) its mys^ 
teries; to enforce with salutary terrors the 
necessity of living according to its precepts; 
and to clear up all those doubts and niiK 
givings which naturally aJfect the tender 
conscience, and which, when touched by an 
unskilful, or by too rough an hand, become 
eminently dangerous, and have sometime 
hurried men into despair, and even into 
madness. Every one ordained to this im- 
nistry partakes of that divine inspiration, 
which operates, not by sudden and violent 
attacks, as enforcing conviction in a mo-* 
ment : but which prompts us to ponder wett 
the promises imd denunciations of the Gos* 
pel ; which incites us to the study of it ; 
which leads us gently and step by step to 
the proofs upon which it rests ; which esta* 
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blishes our faith upan fiurm foundation^; 
which raises in our minds a restless anxiety* 
to impress the same hehdi upon otibeiss^s 
whkk directs us to r^eoisunend it ee9tetaB% 
and miWly, by precept and by example^ 
with temper and with patience; andwineh 
gives to a]il who ask* in proportion to thdr 
wants, eleomess to explain its doctrines^ 
and eloquence td defend them. Those who 
pwAend to any hi^.^ iii8i««ition than this, 
deceive their flocks^ smd perhaps them^ 
[pelves. This is aU*-sufiicient for the present 
necessity* In the first ages of Christianity 
ti>« AF«tles we» gifted ^ e.l»on&4 
powers ; but they had to contend with su^ 
perstitions sanctioned by length of time, 
mppinrted by the civil government, and 
handed down from generation to generation^ 
We have the Bible in our hand«» the incon* 
testable witneps of Revelation, the complex 
tioit of the promises made to the fathers^ 
the words of eternal life* This wiU enable 
ns to cottfiite all theattacks of the infidel^ 
and to give '' Hght to those that sit in 
^kness» aaid in the shadow of death.'' In 
sfflictiana it is a consolation, in difficulties 
it k a guide ; w!e may not, we dare not 
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pervert it; for we are strictly commanded 
to preach this, and this only ; and upon this 
condition our gracious Master has promised 
to be '' with U3 {dw9y9> evei) inito the end 
of the world.** 



SERMON XII 



PSALM LXXVI. 6. 

At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, both the chariot and 
the horse are cast into a deep sleep. 

This Psalm is supposed to have been writ- 
ten after the miraculous destruction of the 
Assyrian army hy the Angel of the Lord, 
in the days of Hezekiah, king of Israel* 
Sennacherib had encamped against Jerusa- 
lem with a mighty host, which to the eye of 
man appeared to be irresistible, but which 
withered away in a single night, and in the 
morning was no more. The prophet's de- 
scription of their destruction is equally 
beautiful and just. " The stout-hearted are 
spoiled, they have slept their sleep; and 
none of the men of might have found their 
hands." Those who in the pride of their 
heart had not doubted of sharing amongst 
themselves the spoil of the holy city» in a 
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few hours became a prey to the adversaiy 
whom they had deseed ; they liever 
awaked again to the enjoyment of their 
&culties ; and those hands^ so long ac- 
customed to the work of destruction, were 
fated no more to wielid the sword, or to di« 
vide the spoil. A destruction so sudden 
and complete had not occurred in the his* 
tory of the chosen people, since the time of 
Pharaoh ; and that the nations of the earth 
might know that the God of Israel was the 
God of the whole world, who alone giveth 
strength in the day of battle, and that this 
ruin was accomplished by no human arm, it 
occurred in the dead of the night, when all 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem were wrapped 
in unconscious slumbers. Who could be 
witness to such a devastation, and hesitate 
to acknowledge the onmipotence of that 
God, who withered the might of one hun- 
dred and eighty-five thousand men in a 
moment ? Who can listen to the recital, at 
this distance of time, without joining in the 
exclamation of the Psalmist, " Thou, even 
thou art to be feared ; and who may stand in 
thy sight when once thou art angry ? Surely 
th^ wrath of man. shall praise thee: the rer 



vu&oAst of iviath sbak thou xestnon. Vow; 
hbA pay mto the licnrd^y God: lei aUthat 
bi» x«und About )am bring presents unto him 
that ought to be ^arod. Hi9 ahall out off 
d»»«pmt oC pHnces: be is texxible to the 
khugBt <3i the ewth>" Whsteyev the b«4 
pniidoiis of menkind m&y detenmne to peiv 
fistm* is vain without bi$ pemiission, iai4 
tbaU erentuaUy turn to his honowr and gloryt 
Aaeribe unto him, therefore, the praise of 
every great and vmm&d deliv^sance, fwr 
** the race is not to the swift, not the bftttle 
to the strong," but the nnghtiest potentates 
lyre mere instruuento in the hands ci him 
who hath said to the 'troubled ocean, " tibus 
&x sh»lt th<m come* &M no &rtlier: and 
h<sre diall thy proud waves be stayed/' 

The disconifiture f^ Ssonaeherib was ao- 
;eomplished without the intervaition of 
liuman aid, in compliance M^th the prayer of 
jking Hesekiah, at a time when the Jews 
were reduced to the lowest degree of we^^ 
ness. And God accompanied this signal 
delivfarance with a sign peculiarly expressive 
<^ his iavour towards his chos^ people. 
The next year bemg the sabbatical yew, or 
year of rest Ibr thdr land, during which they 
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werd pennitled aeithei* to sqw ikM* to'rMi^ 
be proxniaed tliat the earth should <^ itseli^ 
without labomr or tUlag^ produce sc^BEKiBiit 
fiw thdjr aiippart. He also added a most 
wtociMu assumiee that thelioiise cdT Jt >d inli 
fld^uld flonnsh^ and that in erery age a 
remnant should go Scath from Jeraaaknt; 
Hesekiah. conducted his ititnre govemment 
so asr to naani&st his gmtifcade; and after « 
kng and gloiions reign^ was gathered to the 
gcaTe of his fatl^ers in hapimiess and peac& 

The paiticular points^ which this history 
is calcidatol to imprras upon the mind/ are 
the vanity and folly of human arrogance and 
pow^; the condescension with idnch the 
Omnipotei^ is pleased to isten to the 
petitions of good men, and the interest 
taken by him in the wel&re of those na^ 
tions who serve hhn. 

Sennacherib^ ^o governed Nineveh, had 
extended his empire over a considerable 
portion of the continent of Asia, and boasted 
that none of the gods of the heathen had 
been able to deliver their worshippers out 
of his hand. Buoyed up with pride, and 
made arrogant by success, he expected no 
fimit to the extent of his canquests, and ww 
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astmiished at meetiiig with resistance frotff 
so small a country as the land of Judea^ 
Relying on the superior "power of the imager 
to which he paid homage^ he v«ited him«> 
self in blasjj^emies against the Rul» of the 
unhrerse, and was doomed to experience by 
a fatal rcTerse, that the mightiest armamenis 
ixe but dust in the balance, when weighed 
against him whom he had impiously re- 
preached. How different was the conduct 
of the Jewish king, who had been brought 
up in humble reliance upon the only true 
God, the Lord Jehovah ; and who implicitly 
depended upon his promises, that those who 
worshipped him in sincerity, should enjoy 
his &your aiid protection. To so feeble a 
state were his subjects at that time reduced; 
that Sennacherib offered him horses if he 
could set riders upon them. Yet the reli^ 
ance of Hezekiah was unshaken^ although it 
was evident, that only pretematuralassist^ 
ance could relieve him from his difficulties* 
His prayer was heard^ his affliction was re-^ 
lieved ; his confidence and faith did not lose 
their reward. The promptness with which 
Israel was at that time preserved firom im* 
pending danger^ and the support which they 
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afterwards received from the spontaneous 
produce of the soil, shew how watchfiil an 
eye the Ahnighty keeps over peoples and 
natiQns, and how ready he is at all times to 
relieve those communities who love him, 
and obey him. This interesting fact, that 
the piety of individuals pleads strongly for 
nations as well as for themselves, should bq 
kept strictly in view by all who are anxious 
for the welfare of their coimtry . Upon this 
principle the rulers of our own government 
have uniformly acted in the day of our dis^ 
tress; and although the dangers which 
lately threatened us are past, it is wise in 
the tranquillity of peace to strengthen our; 
bulwarks with the alliance of Him who alone 
is able to save ; and to consider how we may 
best ensure to ourselves a public interest in 
his Mendship, and provide by anticipation a 
iiever-feiling support against periods of diffi, 
culty and trouble. 

Great and important, my brethren, as was 
this preservation of Jerusalem in the reigi^ 
of Hezekiah, the overth]rpw of the spoiler of 
nations, to which our attention this day is 
particularly directed, was equally the work 
of the Eternal, and no less important to the 



whole Christian world. Let us advert to 
the peculiar circumstances of the enemy so 
happOy overcome^ the probable consequence!^ 
of his success, and the signal nature of his 
overthrow, in order that we may perceive 
the full extent of that debt of gratitude 
which we owe to the Supreme Disposer of 
events, and under him to those brave men 
who have been the glorious instruments of 
his vengeance and our deliverance* 

It was a peculiar feature of the late eon« 
test, that we, were engaged with a people in 
open rebellion against their lawful Prince, 
for the support of an Usurper, who is an 
alien to their name and country. When 
two iiations are at variance under legitimate 
leaders, they usually contend for some 
avowed object, upon the attainment of 
wfaidli, the contest is to terminate. Both 
countries look eagerly forward to a state of 
peace, and console themselves with the re- 
flection, that every exertion will be made to 
mitigate the calamities o^ war. Legitimate 
monarchs feel also for their subjects as their 
fellow-countrymen and children ; watch over 
them with parental tenderness, and carefully 
prevent all imnecessary effusion of blood: 
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In thk insiuice, the object «n the part of 
France, was not public security, but to 
establish a throne cemented by treason and 
rebellicni; to consolidate the slavery of a 
people bound once more in the fetters of a 
military despotism; and, under false pre« 
tences, to advance by insenidble d^ees to 
unlimited sovereignty* A despotic and 
usurped power is always jealoua of sur«* 
rounding states, because its example and 
iaiiu^ice must be dreaded, and its down&U 
conspired by all legitimate authorities* In 
its very nature, therefore, it is restless and 
intriguing ; dissatisfied in peace^ remorseless 
in conquest ; in defeat retiring only that it 
may recruit its strength, and extend afiresh 
its principles and its domini(m. Such ciiv 
cumstances, evidently increasing the dura- 
tion as well as the honors of a contest, 
hdghten our gratitude to those who have 
lavished their blood m the united cause of 
their coimt^ and of Europe ; and who, in 
&oe single day, have ovmrthrown^ beyond 
hope of recovery, as dreadful a tyranny as 
ever threatened to overwhelm the nations 
of the world. 
. No ohe here can be so light of soul, as iq 
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have forgotten the calamities which for so 
long a period laid waste the eontment, 
and threatened to extinguish those elevated 
feelings which raise man above '' the brutea 
that perish."' No one can have forgott^i 
that insidious poHcy which, with peace upon 
its tongue, carried a two-edged sword m its 
hand ; which violated every sacred pledge ; 
and which condescended to flatter only in 
order to destroy. Doubtless the system 
which had fonnerly been so successful 
would still have been pursued ; and a go-* 
vemment exasperated by defeat would have 
left no respite to Europe, till its former 
trophies had been recovered, and the dis- 
comfited nations had washed out with their 
blood every vestige of their recent victories. 
No plea of intercourse or alliance, no tie of 
morality or religion, would have impeded its 
course ; universal would have been the de- 
luge, and complete the ruin. How devoutly 
ought we then to adore the all-powerful and 
benevolent Governor of the universe, who 
seems to have threatened us with a recur- 
rence of his judgments only to make us more 
sensible of our dependence, and to inspire 
that salutary fear which produces in nations. 
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as well as individuals, the chastened feelings 
of a humbled and gratefiil heart* 

The conquest of a country has generally 
been the work of years, attended by frequent 
battles and various success. The victory 
which we celebrate, in one hour shook to its 
foundations a military throne. It left our 
opponent no alternative, but an unconditional 
appeal to the honour and mercy of Great 
Britam ; and she, who weathered the storm 
when the noblest trees of the forest bent 
before the tempest, was chosen from among 
the nations as the only one to whom the dis- 
comfited usurper could trust himself with 
safety. - This tribute is the more glorious as 
having been unwiUingly paid by one, who, 
considering her the great obstacle to his 
success, had heaped her name with every 
calumny, and whose chief aim it was to lay 
her bulwarks in the dust. The rout of the 
foe in the embattled field has cidPcled her 
brows with an unfading wreath; but this 
triumph of honourable principle is the 
brightest jewel in her crown of glory. It is 
the consummation of more than her pride 
could hope for, of all that her heart could 
wish; and, when the record of the present 

R 
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i|ge shall be perused by our posterity, the 
starting tear shall be accompanied by the 
gratifying reflection, that she left no rival in 
military prowess^ and that her valour was 
equalled by her public virtues. 

To the Omnipotent for all the blessings 
of his ordinary pipvidence, for his protec- 
tion throughout the labours of the day, and 
during the unguarded hours of sleep, we 
offer up our morning and evening tribute of 
thanks and praise ; to which it is our duty 
to add our unfeigned sense of the public 
mercies lately experienced. By constantly 
recurring to these marks of his goodness, 
when we are engaged in the act of prayer, 
we shall impress a more lasting record upon 
the mind. L raise witlun .uLlye» a more 
lively feeling of his gracious interposition. 
In those awful moments of self-humiliation, 
when the world, its pleasures, and its vani- 
ties are Imst in the contemplation of heavenly 
objects, we must remember how much indi- 
vidual guilt adds to the weight of a nation's 
sins, and calls for a general and national re- 
pentance. We must, at the same time, call 
to mind the necessity and extensive influ- 
«ice of that purity of heart and holiness of 
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USd, which could prevaU with the Almighty 
to spare a profligate city, if only ten righte- 
ous persons were found within its walls. 
Such reflections will be the surest induce* 
ment to persevere in the paths of virtue 
both for the sake of our country and our* 
selves ; and the most pleasing return to the 
Eternal for all the benefits showe^ied upon 
his undeserving children, as well as the 
most beneficial to our present and fiiture 
interests, is an implicit observance of his re* 
vealed wijl, a humble confidence in the 
merits and death of his Son, and an undevi-^ 
ating and unshaken obedience. Who knows 
how often the pure and all-seeing God has 
prepared his ministers of vengeance to de- 
stroy utterly a nation dead in trespasses and 
sins, and has relented to the effectual fer- 
vent prayer of the few who are righteous ? 
Who can tell but that the avenging Angel 
is even now prepared to execute judg^ 
ment upon the " vessels of his wrath, fitted 
to destruction,*' whose misdeeds are come 
up in remembrance before the Most Hig^ ? 
If other nations have drunk deeply of the 
cup of his indignation, while we have been 

partially afflicted, such an exemption is not 
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to be imputed to our righteousness, but to 
his forbearance and long-suffering. We ap- 
pear righteous in comparison with a country 
avowedly tainted with unbelief, which has 
long since cast aside every restraint of 
morality and religion ; but we are justly 
obnoxious to the &te destined for Nineveh 
<^ old, unless like her we turn to the Lord 
our God with weeping, fastmg, and prayer. 
A high sense of pubUc principle may have 
pleaded strongly for us at the throne of 
mercy, but the unexampled frequency of 
vice and crime, which stains our present 
annals^ nmst sooner or later bring down 
destruction upon our heads. Let us indi- 
vidually determine, that the pitifiil loving- 
Mndness of the Lord shall not have been 
exerted in vain ; let us endeavour to testify 
our grateftd acceptance of his favour by a 
thorough reformation of heart, and . by in- 
culcating a sense of our utter unworthiness 
and entire dependence' upon him, into the 
minds of our brethren, our dependants, and 
^ur children. Not that he derives any in- 
crease of power or happiness from our feeble 
services, or any gratification from our im- 
perfect praises ; but by living in commu- 
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nion with his church, we are adding to bur 
own felicity, and have the satis&ction to 
know that we are fulfillmg his wiU, and 
scrupulously adhering to the way m which 
he has expressly commanded us to serve 
lum. Few and easy are the observances 
which he has enjomed, and all such as are 
absolutely necessary to promote the welfare 
of civilized man. " What does the Lord thy 
God require of thee," says the Prophet 
Micah, " but to do justice, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God ?" And 
to the exact performance of these duties, he 
has annexed the greatest blessings both of 
the earthly and heavenly Canaan ; here, 
length of days and tranquillity of mind;, 
there, the society of superior spirits, a hap-v 
pineiss which knows no change, an existence 
which continually advances to perfection, 
and a crown of immortaUty. 

iSuch is the conduct required of us in 
order to shew our gratitude to God; which 
consists not in repaying a beilefit, but in 
actually receiving an additional reward. The 
debt due to our fellow-countrymen, who 
have been the . instruments of such great 
events, is of a very different nature ; and as 
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ftr as pecuniary assistance and the consala- 
tions of humanity can compensate the evils 
of war, it is in our power to repay it to a 
limited extent. It is not given to man to 
recal a Mend or relation from that unknown 
eonntry to which we all are hastening ; but 
he may supply to the mourner those com^ 
forts which the husband or child had been 
accustomed to procure ; the loss of which 
adds an additional pang to calamity, and 
tends to make old age still more desolate. 
If asiy of our neighbours have unfortunately 
lost their nearest connections in the cause of 
our common country, we shall find many 
opportunities to mitigate their sorrow, when 
its first violence shall have exhausted itself; 
and the bitterness of death be past. To 
Ikten with unwearied patience to the tale 
of woe, to mingle our tears with those of 
the unhappy, to call the nobler feelings into 
activity by dwelling on the good qualities, 
or by reciting some honourable trait in the 
character of the person who is no mor^ are 
aU in different degrees alleviations dT indi-* 
Tidual grief, and make more smooth the 
ragged paths of miitfortune. But those to 
whom we may be able to address these acts 
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of kindness, must be few indeed in compa- 
rison with the numbers who suffer at a 
distance, to whom it is our duty to extend 
pecuniary relief* No one who hears me is 
^pable I hope, of w>thhold>>« .sm^ce at 
any time from the poor and the unhappy ; and 
I cannot plead in vain to the generous mind 
for those who are recQmmended by so many 
additional claims to your benevolence. The 
cause for which they fought, the numerous 
benefits which they have purchased for us 
with their lives, the objects which have been 
accomplished without the prospects of any 
further waste of treasure or of blood, and> 
above all, the influence of this sacred place 
into which none should enter without haying 
their hearts attuned to all the charities of 
life; these combine to give irresistible in- 
fluence to an application, which can borrow 
no aid from adventitious ornament, and 
whose best support is the simple eloquence 
of truth. I will not lead you back to the 
field of destruction, where every object 
contributes to harrow up the soul, in order 
to work upon your feelings ; I confidently 
commit this cause to your charity and your 

reason* Neither will I enumerate the crowd 
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of those who retain the vital principle with-^ 
out the perfect form of man, nor summon 
before you the maimed, the halt, and the 
blind. I implicitly submit this appeal to the 
natural suggestions of your hearts. Those 
who have passed from Time to Eternity in 
ihe course of die mortal conflict, have earned 
a neveir-dying meed of fame ; and I should 
be unjust to the noblest principles of our 
nature, if I added a syllable to enforce the 
claim which their surviving relatives have 
upon your bounty. In the trying moments 
of personal affliction, when all which once 
pleased so highly shall cease to charm; 
when the favourite pjnrsuits of youth and 
manhood shall no longer delight; when 
those natural beauties which continue to 
retain their influence when all other sources 
of enjoyment are neglected, shall fade upon 
the imagination ; even in the last dread and 
awful hour, when the soul is summoned to 
its eternal reward, nothing can tend so much 
to support the departing spirit, next to con-- 
fidence in the merits of a Redeemer, as the 
recollection of disinterested and well-directed 
benevolence. Job, surroimded by afflictions^ 
was not ashamed even in the presence of 
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his Maker, to enumerate the charitable uses 
which he had made of prosperity ; and think, 
my brethren, should any change of fortune 
deprive us of the comforts and necessaries of 
life, or cut off our dearest connections in 
the flower of their Spring, (for we are all 
liable to accidents and reverses,) how con- 
soling vrill it be to say within ourselves, 
'' the good things of this life are passed 
away from me, but the uses to which I de- 
dicated them, remain vrith me for ever. I 
contributed my mite to the support of the 
desolate and childless, when the staff of his 
age was torn rudely from his hand; I 
assuaged the tears of the desponding rela- 
tive deprived of a brother s protection; and 
made the widow's heart to sing for joy. By 
my assistance, the fatherless and ^ he that 
had no helper,' was redeemed from poverty 
and ignorance to habits of virtuous industry, 
and the knowledge of his Maker. And the 
effects of my beneficence may not be limited 
to the individual, for he may tread hereafter 
in the steps of his parent^ and be led at 
some distant period with a grateful sense of 
former benefits, to sustain like him the 
battles of his country.^ May such consi- 
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derations induce you, my Christian friends, 
to give to the relief of your less fortunate 
and afflicted countrymen with no sparing 
hand, and '' with the same measure that ye 
mete, may it be meted unto you again,'' by 
him, who in the day of final retribution, shall 
declare, '' inasmuch as ye have given a cup 
of cold water unto the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me/' 



SERMON Xm. 



ST. JOHN xxi. 15. 

So when they had dined ^ Jesus saith to Simon Peter, 
&mon, son of Jon€Ls, lovest thou me more than 
these ? He saith unto him, yea. Lord, thou know-- 
est that I love thee. He saith unto him, feed my 
lambs. 

Having first considered the peculiar situa- 
tion in which Saint Peter stood with respect 
to his crucified Master, and the circum- 
stances of the moment when the scene de- 
scribed by the Evangelist took place, I shall 
endeavour to impress upon your minds the 
necessity of manifesting our fidth by the 
liberal fruite of charity and obedience; For 
never was a more hnportant command deU- 
vered than this which is contamed m the 
text, whetjter we consider the nature and 
extent of the precept, the time of its deli- 
very, the ofiice of the person to whom it 
was conveyed, or the dignity of Him by 
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whom it was enjoined. It extends to all 
ages, and through all time, regulating and 
invigorating the spiritual discipline of the 
Church ; and the food, which it directs us 
to supply, is not adapted to the support of 
the material frame ; but such as may stimu- 
late the mental appetite, enrich the under- 
standing, and animate the heart. The pre- 
cise period at which it was delivered was 
particularly suited to render the impulse 
thus given more lasting and efficacious ; for, 
while life or memory remained, no one of 
the disciples, who were present upon this 
occasion, could endure to consign it to for- 
getfulness or neglect. The person, to whom 
it was conveyed, was designated as the 
future Head of the Gentiles; the Rock 
upon which the Universal Church was or- 
dained to be built ; the favoured Messenger, 
through whom the law of exclusion was 
first to be repealed ; who was to proclaim 
repentance and forgiveness of sins to the 
nations which knew not God, and to throw 
open the everlasting doors to those wha had 
hitherto been restrained to the outer court 
of the temple^ But what mortal tongue 
can adequately describe the dignity of Him^^ 
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from whom this commission was received ? 
His coming in the flesh, which had been 
prefigured to Adam, and more plamly de^ 
clared to the Patriarchs, was for centuries 
anxiously expected by kings and prophets ; 
and he had been emphatically called "' the 
desire of all nations." To him evei?y knee 
was to bow, whether in earth or heaven; 
upon his intercession and merits the spirits 
of all flesh were to depend for acceptance ; 
and at his judgment-seat must the inha* 
bitants of the earth appear, from its creation 
to its final dissolution. Let us keep these 
things steadUy in view, while we proceed in 
the investigation of our subject; and may 
the awful conviction of his supreme autho- 
rity incUne us to beiid to the intimations of 
his will, and to honour him, not with the 
service of the lips, but with the more grate- 
fiil homage of discriminating and well-di- 
rected benevolence. 

While our blessed Saviour sojourned 
amongst mpn, he upon various occasions 
explained to his disciples the predictions of 
the Prophets concerning him, and gradually 
revealed the necessity of his sufierings and 
death. He hinted also at the circumstances 
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which would attend his departure^ as well 
as his subsequent resurrection in a glorified 
body, in order that he might redeem us 
fi^om the penalty of sin, and restore our 
bodies to the original purity in which Adam 
was created, as fit habitations of the Spirit, 
and meet for worshippers of the all-perfect 
God. His allusion to the temple, " Destroy 
tins temple, and in three days I will raise 
it up;" to the lifting up the serpent by 
Moses in the wilderness, '' And if I be lifted 
up from the earth, I will draw aU men to 
me:" but more especially his discourse in 
answer to the question, " Tell us when 
shall these things be, and what shall be the 
sign of thy coming, and of the end of the 
world," were intended to enlighten their 
minds upon the subject of his mission, and 
prepare them for the events which were 
necessary to the fiilfilment of prophecy, and 
the accomplishment of the divine scheme 
for the redemption of mankind. Yet so 
litde were the disciples femiliar with, or re- 
conciled to these circumstances which con- 
tradicted their expectation of an earthly 
kingdom, that upon the first attempt of the 
civil power to arrest him they forsook him 
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and fled, and thrice was he denied by Saint 
Peter in the hall of judgment. After the 
crucifixion they appear to have remained 
at Jerusalem in doubt and apprehension, 
alarmed for their personal safety, and un** 
certain of the issue of that great event* 
The appearances of Jesus after that he was 
risen are recorded by the Evangelists, and 
the want of faith so openly exhibited by 
Saint Thomas seems to have been provi- 
dentiaUy instrumental in directing the dis- 
ciples to the most palpable proofs of the 
reality of that body which was still mate* 
rial, although no longer borne down by the 
corruptions of the flesh, and already fitted 
fo, thLnjoyment .f happine^ »d L«,r. 
tality. The existence of the soul after 
death was the general creed of the Jews : 
but the Sadducees, who denied that there 
was either angel or spirit, disputed also the 
resurrection of the body, vainly imagining 
that if it were translated, it must of neces- 
sity carry ^th it into the heavenly mansions 
the same inclinations and passions which 
had attended its earthly career, and which 
must render it no suitable inhabitant of 
those regions of purity and bliss. In order. 
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therefore, further to convince them of the 
reality of his bodily existence, our Saviour 
remained forty days upon earth, conversing 
with them freely, continuing in the breaking 
of bread, and eating in their company. On 
the last of these occasions, which is nien- 
tioned by Saint John, he appeared to seven 
of them on > the sea-coast, after they had 
toiled all night in the deep, and been un- 
successful. The disciples knew him not at 
first; and before they recognized him, he 
directed them to the right side of the ship, 
where they caught so miraculous a draught 
of fishes that it was with difficulty dragged 
to the shore. He at the same time offered 
them a fiirther proof of his divine power by 
the manner in which he supplied their im- 
mediate wants, and of his condescension 
afterwards in partaking with them of the 
repast. Having thus proved that, after he 
had risen, he had incorporated the mortal 
nature with the divine, he proceeded to put 
to Saint Peter the question included in my 
text, and which was followed by the injunc- 
tion, whose observance appears to me to 
furnish an appropriate subject for the con* 
sideration and practice of this day. "' So 
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when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon 
Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me 
more than these ? He saith unto him, yea. 
Lord, thou knowest that I love thee. He 
saith unto him, feed my lambs." Some 
persons have thought that the question 
" lovest thou me more than these ?'' had 
reference to the disciples who were standing 
around them ; but upon examination it will 
be evident that it alluded to the employment 
of fishing, in which the Apostle had so 
lately been engaged. It could not have 
respect to the affections of the rest^ because 
it would in that case have supposed Saint 
Peter to have been acquainted with the 
secrets of their hearts. And it is evident 
that the Apostle applied no such meaning 
to the words, for he answered without draw- 
ing any comparison between their feelings 
and his own. In fact, it alluded very ap- 
propriately to that which had been his ori- 
ginal pursuit before he was called to the 
ministry, and to which he might be sup- 
posed to feel at the moment a returning 
attachment, in consequence of the wonderful 
success which had attended him. Nothing 
more then was requisite in reply than the 
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simple and forcible declaration to which he 
gave utterance, "' Yea, Lord, thou knowest 
that I love thee." We are informed that 
the question was thrice repeated, and thrice 
received nearly the same answer, accom- 
pa^ed however the last time with an ac- 
knowledgment of the omniscience of Christ 
Jesus, and consequently that he inherited 
all the powers of the Godhead, contained in 
those remarkable words, " Lord, thou know- 
est all things, thou knowest that I love 
thee.'' It has also been observed that our 
blessed Lord thus gave Saint Peter an op- 
portunity of publicly avowing his faith as 
often as he had publicly denied him; and 
in the command which follows, he requires 
a convincing and lasting proof of his affec- 
tion and obedience. So that the conver- 
sation and injunction arise very naturally 
Out of the occurrences which had previously 
taken place. Saint Peter ha;d thrice denied 
his Master with oaths, notwithstanding his 
profession that he would rather die with 
him; and having very lately received a 
commission to preach the Gospel together 
with the gift of the Holy Ghost, as men- 
tioned in the preceding chapter of Saint 
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John, he was now found pursuing his secular 
occupation instead of attending to his spi*- 
ritual office ; aQd it therefore became a very 
natural enquiry, whether he had fbi^ttefii 
the important ministry to which he had 
been ordained, and preferred the indulgence 
of his bodily appetites to the love of hi6 
Saviour and his God. To his repeated 
avowal of affection and devotion, his Divine 
Master replies by the repeated injunction 
to " feed his flock." An injunction which 
must forcibly have reminded the Apostle of 
the prophetic assurance that he i^ould be 
the rock upon which should be built ** that 
Church, against which the gates of hell 
should not prevail." Brief then as was this 
command, it called up in his mind a variety 
of reflections, and might be paraphrased 
perhaps not unaptly in some such words as 
these. " You have been selected as a 
chosen vessel for the service of the Most 
High, with a . promise that your labours 
shall be eminently successfiil, and that the 
doctrine to be preached by you shall spread 
and prevail in every corner of the earth. 
Elevated by the appointment, and presum* 
ing upon your own strength, you pledged 
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yourself to the support of your Miaster, and 
failed in the hour of trial. Having now re- 
ceived the gift of Divine Inspiration to assist 
you in the diflusion of the Gospel, you are 
still loitering away your time in vain and 
trifling pursuits, labouring for the meat 
which perisheth, and neglecting to execute 
those heavenly offices which you are indis- 
solubly bound to supports If you bear a 
mind properly fitted to these duties ; if you 
believe that the Son of Man has power to 
send you forth to preach the glad tidings of 
salvation, and you really prefer this spiritual 
ministry to that bodily exertion which is 
active in procuring the necessaries of this 
Jife, confine yourseflf no longer to a simple 
declaration of your attachment. He, who 
loveth me, will be eager to fulfil my will, 
and ' the will of Him that sent me.* Seiase 
the present opportunity, and be instant in 
the diffusion of those truths whose influence 
shall sink deep into the heart, and recal 
man from ' the pursuit of idle habits and 
criminal indulgences to Repentance and 
Faith ; Repentance, which shall bow down 
the spirit softened and corrected at the 
throne of its Creator; and Faith, which, 
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having its eyes steadfastly fixed upon the 
cross of Christ, shall lead to every act of 
benevolence towards our fellow-men, and of 
piety towards God." 

Such an appeal must, at any time, have 
had a powerM effect upon the mind ; but 
coming at this period, it exercised more 
than common influence, and called forth 
into action all the energies of the Apostle. 
In the grave of his Saviour were buried 
doubt, and apprehension, and terror ; and 
with him were risen all the nobler faculties 
which shone forth so brightly in his future 
conduct. The shame of having denied him, 
when surrounded by enemies, and weighed 
down with spiritual sorrows, entered into 
his soul, and roused him to that persevering 
and unshaken zeal, which accompanied him 
to prison, to judgment, and to death. They 
were no longer the sounds of mortal ex: 
hortation and reproof, exciting temporary 
fervor, which struck upon his ear ; a hea- 
venly voice now instigated him to action, 
and the approaching departure of his Lord 
softened him to the most decisive proofs of 
attachment and regret. Gifted with the 
keys of a spiritual kingdom, he began to 
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eantemplate with judt impressions of itd 
importance the dignity of his c^ce ; and the 
pomp and parade of earthly grandeur he*^ 
came trifling in his sight. His was a aerrioe 
of difficulty and danger, but success attended 
Itts progress, and his reward was a crown of 
immortality* He beheld an innumerable 
multitude of Christians of all ages and climes 
flowing into the church, and the scenes and 
glories of prophetic vision passed in review 
before him. '^Lift up thine eyes round 
about, and see ; all they gather themselves 
together, they come to thee ; thy sons shall 
come from far, and thy daughters shall be 
nuraed at thy side. Then thou sfaalt see 
and flow together, and thine heart shall fear 
and be enlarged^ because the abundance of 
the sea shall be converted unto thee, the 
forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. 
The people also shall be. all righteous, they 
shall inherit the land for ever, the branch of 
my planting, the work of my hands, that I 
may be glorified* A little one shall become 
a thousand, and a small one a great nation, I 
the Lord will hasten it in hisj' that is, the 
Mesi»ah's '"time." 
Anxiously then and earnestly did the 
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Apogtle labour to exet^ute this command, 
travelling through various regions, and lan- 
guages^ and peoples, having ever b^ore him 
the prospect of his bright reward. We are 
not to imagine, however, that the injunction 
was confined to him, or to the more imme- 
diate disciples of our Lord ; for every Chris- 
tian partakes of, and bears witness to, ihe 
covenant of grace, and is thereby bound to 
extend the religion of Jesus by precept and 
example, and to endeavour to execute his 
will to the utmost c^ his abiUty. The 
sources of charity are ev^ open, and, though 
our means may be slender, we may still add 
something to the fpimtain-stream, as the 
largest rivers are supplied by tributary 
brook«. And our best and most effectual 
contributions^ are those which tend to 
remedy spiritual defects, and enable the 
young and unprotected to sit at the feet of 
their Eedeem^ ; and while their minds are 
yet »^ wd pliable, and th^ thou^ts un- 
aoquainted with evil, to listen to his instruc- 
tions, and be conscious of his unbounded 
love. This is the food with which Saint 
Peter was directed to feed the lambs of 
Christ ; and sudh was the food continually 
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imparted by the Great Shepherd of the fold, 
who had no temporal boon to bestow in hii; 
capacity as Man, and who never resorted to 
a miracle in order to supply the wants of 
his followers, unless the necessity were pro- 
ductive of a corresponding benefit. To 
children, on some occasions, he particularly 
directed his attentions, as being innocent 
and lovely, and appropriate emblems of that 
purity which alone can find admission into 
a heavenly kingdom. To guard them tiien 
from the approach of every thing which can 
leave a stain behind it, and to encircle their 
weakness as with a shield, is a most sacred 
duty ; and no thought can be more con- 
soling than the recollection of having per- 
formed it. This will add lustre to our 
brightest days, and throw a gleam of sun* 
shine over the darkest hours of calamity. It 
is the great redeeming virtue which, through 
the merits and blood of Christ, vindicates 
from sin and evil, and pleads, with unfailing 
efficacy, at the throne of the Eternal for 
him who possesses and employs it. 

It is unnecessary for me to add, how 
ample a scope is this day afforded you, my 
Christian friends, of securing a heavenly 
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Advocate, by cheerfully contributing to the 
support of the village schools, for which I 
have undertaken to claim your bounty. You 
^now the nature and design of their institu- 
tion, and by your generous patronage have 
frequently approved them. The mode of 
instruction adopted there, is founded upon 
the Bible, that inestimable gift of the Omni- 
potent, which contains rules for our conduct 
in every situation and accident of life ; and 
which, if studied with humility, and dili- 
gently obeyed, will inevitably produce the 
fruits of tranquilhty here, and happiness 
hereafter. Your continued munificence will 
make permanent the blessing, and prepare 
the path to an immortal clime. Transport 
your imaginations to that shore which wit- 
nessed the last commands of a risen Saviour, 
and listen to the earnest and repeated ex- 
pression of feelings nearest his heart. How 
apt an image is the coast interspersed with 
cH£&, and brok^i with precipices, of the orb 
which he was about to quit; and the neigh< 
bouring sea of that wide expanse which was 
about to receive him, the boundless ocean 
of eternity. It was while pausing upon the 
limits of both worlds, after having for ever 
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amociated in his person the human and 
divine natures, that he gave utterance to 
the tender and affecting appeal so entirely 
consonant with the terms in which the 
Prophet had described him. '"He shall 
feed his flock like a shepherd, he shall 
gather the lambs with his arm, and carry 
them in his bosom, and gently lead them 
that axe with young/' Could Saint Peter, 
could the disciples who were present, ever 
forget the admonition of that hour, when 
every tie of duty and of friendship conspired 
to bind it upon their hearts ? Many of you, 
my beloved brethren, must, at some period of 
life, have lost the society of one who was dear 
to you,— a parent, relative, or bosom-firiend, 
whose opinions you held in reverence, in 
whose judgment you have been accustomed 
to confide. When temptations and diffi* 
culties assail you, do not the precepts and 
advice of that person crowd upon the 
memory, softened by the recollection of in- 
tervening scenes, and irresistibly urge ycm 
to follow and obey ih&m ? Gonsid^ then, 
I beseech you, that it is no earthly relative 
who presses upon your attention the admo- 
nition in my text, but that Divine Person to 
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whom you are indebted for life and reftson ; 
your Friend and Comforter, your Redeemer 
and your God. His all-seeing eye is this 
day witness to your conduct, and requires 
something beyond a lukewarm and spiritless 
obedience. Ever merciftil and gracious, 
ready to supply your wants, forgive your 
errors, and pardon your iniquities, he ex- 
pects you to manifest the same generous 
emotions towards the children of his love, 
and will reward you, not in proportion to 
your imperfect means, but in the spirit of 
his unbounded power. A soul reclaimed 
from evil, one infant mind rescued from the 
haunts of poverty and sorrow, will be an un* 
deniable pledge of your reliance upon his 
promises, and of your eagerness to deserve 
them. A review of the unprotected state of 
these children, of their entire dependance 
upon your bounty for spiritual instruction, 
of their utter helplessness, and of that long 
train of misery and guilt, which without 
your intervention threaten to beset their 
path and intercept their prospects, must in- 
evitably melt you to beneficence and pity ; 
but I prefer directing the appeal to your 
own business and bosoms, as the loadstone 
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ivhich points equally to your temporal and 
eternal prosperity. As you look then for 
mercy at the feted hour of judgment, here 
exercise that mercy ; shew forth the 
genuineness of your faith in the fervour of 
your obedience, and let the foundation of 
your hope be — Charity ! 
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SERMON XIV, 



ECCLES. XII. 1. 

Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth, while the evil days come not^ nor the 
years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have 
no pleasure in them. 

The Book of Ecclesiastes was written by 
king Solomon in the decline of life, after 
that he had tasted of every pleasure, and 
experienced the vanity of them all. Anxious 
to guard others against the errors into which 
himself had fallen, he describes, the pursuits 
of his earlier days, and their mortifying re- 
sult; and concludes by stating his conviction, 
that " to fear God, and to keep his command- 
ments," constitute the duty and the happi- 
ness of man. His exhortation to make the 
will of our Creator the rule of our conduct, 
is strengthened by a view of those symptoms 
of decay which precede the last inevitable 
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hour, and enforced by the momentous truth, 
that when the body returns to dust, the 
spirit wiU be summoned into the presence 
of its God. The diseases and imbecility of 
age are enumerated in order to enforce the 
necessity of early piety; and we trace in 
them the consequences of that deviation 
from the paths of religion and virtue, which 
at once makes the mind unwilUng, and the 
body unable, to perform the duties for which 
we were sent into the world. Such visita- 
tions shorten the period of human existence, 
and are grievous to be borne ; but they 
prove the merciful loving^kindness of him, 
who has not left man without a monitor, 
and who seldom calls him without warning 
to his great account. We all know how 
little youth is affected by the distant pros^ 
pect of disease and death ; and were life 
one scene of uninterrupted enjoyment, there 
is reason to believe that intemperance and 
the indulgence of the passions, would almost 
universally prevail oxer the fear of God, and 
obtain undisputed possession of the human 
heart. Such also would probably be the 
case if the time of our sojourn here were 
materially prolonged ; as we may learn from 



271 

the Mosaic history of the world before the 
flood, when the life of man was extended to 
nearly a thousand years. The descendants 
of Cain having thrown aside all the salutary 
restraints imposed by their Maker, were 
little terrified by the prospect of judgment 
so far removed ; and the usual effects of in- 
temperance were defied by that bodily 
strength, which enabled them to sustain so 
long the burthen of mortality. Happy is it 
for the renovated world, that their weakness, 
which continually subjects them to the ra- 
vages of disease, reminds them as continu- 
ally of their dependent state ; and the few 
years which intervene between the cradle 
and the grave, leave no excuse for the neg- 
lect of the social and moral duties, and but 
little hope, that if we suffer the present 
moments to pass unimproved, we shall 
hereafter have opportunity effectually to 
r^rieve them. Let us then consider how 
we may best employ our time, so as to look 
backward with satisfaction, and forward 
with hope ; consoUng the inactivity of age 
with the recollections of a well-spent life ; 
and divesting death of his terrors, by enabling 
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the mind to dwell with pleasure upon the 
prospects of eternity. 

The direction given us by the Royal 
Author in order to ensure these desirable 
results, is to " remember our Creator." 
Which remembrance is afterwards explained 
to consist not merely in an acknowledgment 
that we are indebted to him for our being, 
but in a life regulated by his fear, and em* 
ployed in idling I oo^na^taen.,. 
These commandments were delivered to 
Moses in the burning Mount, upon which 
God descended, surrounded by all those 
terrific appearances, which were best calcu- 
lated to. impress upon the minds of a stub- 
bom and rebellious people a lasting con- 
viction of his majesty and power. To the 
two Tables then we are referred for the rules 
of our conduct ; and it is worthy of remark, 
that while they contain various injunctions 
against crime, the only positive duties com- 
manded are, to '^ hono.ur our parents,"* and 
to " keep the Sabbath/' The hallowing the 
seventh day is declared to be ordained in 
commemoration of that portion of time in 
which God is said to have rested from the 
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labours of creation ; and to the exact per^ 
formance of those duties which bind the 
child to the parent, lengtli of days is 
attached ; attended of course by all those 
external circumstances which alone can 
render old age honourable and happy. It 
is impossible, however, to beUeve that 
Solomon intended to confine our exertions 
to these acts of piety ; and he, who should 
Hmit his moral conduct to the observances 
of the Law, would have made but little pro- 
gress in forming the Christian character, 
and be ill prepared to appear at the tri- 
bunal of his God. The two Tables contain 
only the groundwork of morality, and were 
admirably calculated for the instruction of 
the Jews, who appear to have been sunk in 
barbarity and ignorance, unacquainted with 
the acts of civilization, and degraded by a 
long and oppressive captivity. Theft^ mur** 
der, and adultery, are such gross violations 
of the social compact, as unfit men for the 
common intercourse of life ; and habits of 
idolatry were likely to ensue from the in- 
fluence of Egyptian customs, and from the 
prevalence of superstitious rites amongst 
those nations, who inhabited the Land of 
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C«iiaan and the surrDttoding countries. The 
aomnuainon, therefiNre, of the most fla^nysii 
erimea, and sueh as w«re moat Ukely to 
ooeur nndet ^dbting drciuostanoefai, ^m^ 
thus imperatively forbidd^i; und the in- 
eulcattQ^ the necesAty of w(»k$ of (parity 
•ad mercy was left to a continued success 
mn of Priests and Prophets, animated by 
diyine ins^rationj and imdued with divine 
aaiborky. The Prophet Mieah has wssh 
med up in few woida the duties required 
of 1^ who axe anxious to Ailfil the will of 
their Heavenly Par^it ; whieh are justice, 
mepey, and humility. The Author of the 
Chriat&aa dispensation has endeavoured to 
haniflh from society e^eiy speoies of hfttMd 
and levec^, by the conmumd to ''love our 
enemies r and m the enpbatie l«ngii«ge ef 
the Apostle, *' true religion and undefiled 
before God and the Father is tkm ; to visit 
the Catberless and widows in their «^c* 
tion, and to loeep himself unspotted from 
the world.'' Truly then, and efficiently to 
''semember our Creator/' is constantly to 
attend the fwblic service of his templ^ in 
gratefril commemoration of his goodness; 
to pay a scrupulous attention to the wante 
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aikd wishes of our earthly parents ; to ab* 
stain fiom every species of viol^ice and 
outrage ; to forgire sincerely and from the 
heart every mahdous and injurious attack ; 
and to comfort '^ all those who are a£iicted 
in mind, body, or estate ;" but, above all, to 
be ever ready to administer religious eonso^ 
lation to such as are ^' wounded in spirit/* 
To these also is to be added the observance 
of prayer, that morning and evemng aacri^ 
fice of the heart, which has been regulated 
by the instructions, and ccxosecrated by the 
example of our Redeemer. Each of these 
particulars is well worthy a separate dift- 
course ; I shall^ therefore, confine myself at 
present to one which the peculiar cirpum* 
stances of the times have contributed to 
render more important than at any former 
period; I mean, the necessity of administer^ 
ing religious consolatiim to the poor and 
the unhappy. 

. .Our blessed Saviour declared, immediately 
upon ciMnmencing his divine mission, that he 
was ordained '' to preaph the Gospel to the 
poor," and to console the bric^n in heart by 
the animating assurance that those who 6u&- 
twii^, with resignation and fortitude, tjbf 
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trials of this life, would be received into 
mansions of eternal rest. The example of 
his Master is the noblest leiraey of a Chris- 

the lips of that ''Author and Fmisher of our 
£aith" is more strongly binding upon his 
immediate disciples, the dispensers of his 
sacraments, and interpreters of his will ; the 
offices of visiting the sick and comforting 
the afflicted, have been almost exclusively 
assigned to the Ministers of the Church. 
The alms of the rich and benevolent were 
formerly communicated through them ; and 
private exhortation upon such occasions was 
found sufficiently efficacious, in addition to 
the public services of the Churchy to con* 
firm the great mass of the people in that 
faith which leads to repentance. Protesr 
tants, however, began soon after the Refor- 
mation to differ upon important points, and 
the labours of the minister became of neces- 
sity more frequent, in order to guard against 
the fatal effects of heresy and schism. The 
enthusiasits of those days confined them- 
selves to public preaching, or private ad- 
monitions to their enlisted converts; the 
fanatics of the present hour forcibly make 
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their way into the chambers of the sick, and 
arrogate to themselves the province of 
etearhal judgment. The death-bed is assailed; 
hot in order to speak the language of conso- 
lation and peace, but to aggravate bodily 
afBiction by the addition of mental anguish ; 
and the unmeasured terms in which they 
consign their victims to future vengeance, 
have frequently produced despaii*, and 
sometimes even madness. Far be it from 
me to entertain you with descrijptions of 
unreal misery; I refer to scenes which 
have actually taken place, and are daily 
recurring; and the frequency of which 
threatens to destroy all the supports of ra- 
tional religion, and reduce the altar to a 
heap of ruins. All the individuals of a isect, 
who arrogate to themselves the exclusive 
power of interpreting rightly the Gospel of 
Christ, are equally zealous and active ; and 
when we consider how much more the mind 
is prepared to receive impressions of terror 
than of hope, when harassed by temporal 
afflictions, and weakened by diseaise, we 
shall cease to wonder at the rapid progress 
which has been made in disseminating the 
doctrines of Calvinism aniongst the lower 



tedert of the people. Against so o^renvfaolni'* 
ing a deluge* the hest exertions tat iht 
priesthood may soon be ¥ttn, unkiss their 
flocks will answtt the warning toice* and 
ttliite their efforts to prasenre in their or^-^ 
nal purity the eslsential doctiines of Chris** 
tianity. Discourses delivered from the 
pulpit are too generlilly considered by the 
poor and utilea^med* as words of course, 
which the preach^ is bound to deHver in 
conformity with the rules of the establish* 
ment ; and, instead of attending to the plisin 
meaning of his instructions, their curiosity is 
excited by his tone, action, and manner of 
deHveiy. Novelty is above all things t^ 
great excitement to their attendance upon 
pubhc worship; and whfle the prayers of 
our subUme liturgy are read, general mat^ 
tention and neglect bear testimony to th^ 
wilful ignorance of the purposes to which 
the season of rest was dedicated by Ood« 
Even when private exhortation is given by 
the minister, the necessity imposed by hb 
office detracts with many of them from the 
efficacy of his instructions ; and thus the ze&l 
and energy of private persons operate more 
Btroi^ly upon the feefings^ and make their 
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wty Biore dfareetly to* tke hewt. Those 
wbo» Asieot firmtt ovur discipfine^ me ofm* 
wmms o£ this infioieiice^ and aotire to im^ 
fnve k to tlie BdngabBLgd o£thebr j^eoubsr 
aeet. Smular caosttions in the raembeosr ef 
the Chixrck of Enghmd woald to pnfMar^ 
tioiudbfy beneficial to her eauae; and Ae 
uaaAa of the uninstmctcd, itho are too 
easily led aalxay fay the appearance of 
enthnsiaini, would thus be pvepand §m the 
rvoeptkxn of <^t seed which lidr dtergy nm 
ingtrocted to dissetainate in aoiberaEen and 
troth. As long 9» well^inforxned Cfaiiatjanff 
are thoagbtle» of the effects prodoced vtpm 
their s^rtants and dependants by tibe gtncnl 
tenor of their own life and converaatiant 
and act as if r eligiein wcire too duD mid 
wt&fwe for daily jMracticOy ov fit oidy for the 
studied correctness^ and limmgM]itie& of die 
Sabbath ; can it be expected that th^ m* 
ferioirs should adopt a higher tone^ <tf cm* 
brace the profoiseff of the Gospel m the 
frnitfkl souroe of hope and consolation ? In 
erery station it is ^natural to man to look 
npiitrards: the condo^ oi hia iffliae(fiat9 
superiors, is his^ principal object of observa^ 
tion and eonnncait : and to behold his daily 
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employer and his spiriftual teacher oiiited in 
anunatiiig fais fidtib, and preemig upon iiis ac^ 
ceptanoe the gracious ofibrs.of a.Redeemer^ 
would lead him to meditid;e seriously and 
temperateij upon the truths which . ara 
opesed to his view by the Revelation' of 
JesuB. The result of such an active union 
cannot but be successful; and that whicfar 
was always a duty, is now become a matter 
of imperious necessity/ I wiU vetttwte to 
assert, that there is not an individual here, 
whose circumstances justify such an a{^)eal, 
to whom some poor person does not look 
up for assistance in tl» hour of calamity 
and sickness, and for whose opinion he doqs 
not entertain considerable respect. It 
would be a noble employment of time to 
accompany such relief with some enquiry 
into the religious creed of the petitioner, 
and at the same time to justify the ways of 
God to man. To describe him as he really 
is, foil of patience and long-suffeiing, pl^*' 
teous in mercy, ready to jeceive aJOl who 
will come to him through Christ, woi^ 
greatly fortify the mind against the terrors 
of those who pretend to wield his thunders, 
while they deny his loving-kindness and 



troth. The beneficial effects of such eatw* 
tions would soon be apparent; and w^hile 
they covtributed to increase tibe siite of hxi^ 
man happiness, they would exhibit the mbst 
convincing proofe of our faith and our obe^ 
dience. Their recollection, mingHng with 
the occupations and enjoyments of life, 
would invigorate our labours and heighten 
our delights ; tiie keenness of personal af- 
fliction would be dulled by their report, and 
desponding and melancholy reflections take 
fi^t at their remembrance. To the objects 
of our care we should thus be a ** savour of 
life unto life ;" neither would our lamps have 
been trimmed nor our *' loins girded'' in 
vain ; and should the grateful prayars of our 
reclaimed brethren rise to heaven in our 
behalf, it might be said of each in the me- 
' taphorical language of the Patriarch, '' the 
smeU of my son is as the smell of a field, 
which the Lord hath planted/' 

But while we are employed in offices of 
such momentous import, we must neglect 
none of the particulars requisite to form the 
character of a Christian. To abstain from 
evil is the first step towards well-doing ; and 
I know of no means so efficacious in pre- 



sttving the mind from ifmmg ixnpresskiiis, 
ttd.in exdtiilg it to tlie punait o£ good» as 
the confltittt obaerraaice of pttbUe and pa- 
late piftyer. So lUIy waei David coowineed 
of its neeesflity and efficacy^ thai he resorted 
to it upon eirery oceasion. '' As for me, I 
win call upon God, and the Lord shall save 
me. In the evening; and veumsmg, and at 
noon-^y wfll I pray, and that iostodtly, and 
he shall hear my Toice*"" Christ Jesus even 
dictated a form to his foIlowa»>^ m which he 
inrtmets them to address the Omnipoteiit 
hy the endearing name €f Fatfaar. The 
Chureh continues to adopt prayer aa the 
most powerful mstrument of good, a& the 
sorest mean to turn away wraths and obtain 
mercy. No situation of life places us above 
thi. Le«i.7, no engage!* ou. exc«« 
ks neglect. AU have something to ask, or 
something to deprecate. Few indeed are 
those who bestow a kindness upon a nei^* 
hour, or even upon a friend, without a re- 
quest ; and idiall we pay less homage to the 
Almighty Disposer of events than is con- 
stantly required by man ? He is the' Giver 
of every good gift, and will never shut his 
ears to the invocaticms of Ins^ faithful peopla 
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But if we wcmU ^ so tan as to obtain/' we 
must endeayour to pay him sometfaiiig more 
than the homage of the lips, and strive to 
worship him in spirit and in troth. It is 
impossible to approach God with fresh pe- 
titions, without expressing a grateftil re- 
membrance of former benefits, sincere con- 
trition for past offences, and earnest reso- 
lutions of amendment. Such recollections 
are amongst the most beneficial effiscts €f£ 
prayer, which, if constantly pradtbed in 
early youth, will lay up such a fimd of con- 
solations fox old age, as will enable us to 
meet the approaches of death with tran- 
quillity and confidence* 

Let us then, my brethren, resolve indi- 
vidually to put in practice the advice of 
King Solomon, and seriously examine our- 
selves whether thi^e be any way of wicked- 
ness in us, while the grace of God yet calls 
us to repentance. Let us review the years 
which are gone by, and endeavour to recol- 
lect if there be any unrepented sin, whi^h 
in the hour of calamity and death will 
weaken our exertions, and lie heavy at the 
heart Let us not consider die exhortations 
i^thePtttaeher as words of course, or matter 
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of amusement, but let every one weigh them 
k his mind, and an>ly them to himseK 
Our mortal existence is of limited duration ; 
and the rapid decay of every thing around 
U8 is a perpetual warning to wean ourselves 
from earthly affections, and to '^ seek the 
righteousness and the kingdom of God/' 
Yet are we too apt to say, " I will enjoy 
myself for a season ; but after an interval I 
wiU curb my passioiis, sit down seriously to 
liie great work of religious reformation, and 
^dicate myself with still greater ardour to 
the service of my Maker." Believe me^ 
such determinations are an aggravation of 
guilt ; for they argue an acquaintance with 
better things, a belief in the truth of Reve- 
lation, and an impious misappUcation of the 
time allowed us to prepare for eternity. 
How are we certain that we shall not be cut 
off in the midst of our pleasures without 
warning; and can we conceal from ourselves 
how heavily such resolutions will add to bur 
pumdiment? Or should we be graciously 
permitted to survive the intemperance of 
youth, how poor a sacrifice is the offering of a 
corrupted heart ! how af&onting is it to say 
to the Most High, '' I have laid my health. 
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my spirits, my bodily and mental vigour on 
^ shrine of pleasure; I now come to 
prostrate myself ^t thine altar, when my 
knees are too stiff to bend, and my Hps 
refuse to perfonn their office. Having pro- 
claimed aloud my devotion to the cause of 
sin, I now return to lisp out the praises of 
my God, Inability to keep up the revel 
has at last brought me to thy temple ; and 
the near approach of judgment has forced 
me by terror to thy mercy-seat, to which 
gratitude for the bounties of thy hand, and 
the redemption purchased by thy son, 
should long since have drawn me by cords 
of love.'' The present hour is the only one 
in which we can make an acceptable offering 
of the heart ; and perhaps it may be the last 
allowed for the performance of the sacrifice. 
Be not deceived. No one is so pure but 
has sins to repent ; no one has so thoroughly 
fortified his mind by virtuous resolutions, 
as not to need to be constantly reminded of 
the jduties which he has to fulfil, and of the 
final reward or punishment which awaits 
hiiQ. The farther we have wandered in the 
path of vice, the more difficult will be our 
return, and the more strongly will the gate 
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of life be barred against ub. It i8 jnevtx 
indeed too late to entreat the forgivenem 
and fiupplieate the raer^ of the Eternal : 
but when the career of the sinner has been 
protracted without compunction or restraint; 
when reproof has lost its sting by repetttiony 
and the frequent warning been uttered in 
vaiBi repentance, to be e^ctud, assume, 
the diaraeter of terror^ and the penitent is 
a^tated by that deadly remorse of the soul, 
which shakes the frame almost to dissolution. 
He recoils from the brink of an un&thomable 
precipice; his vision of impuijity is past; 
his day-dreams are no more. His pride, his 
wiliul and in&tuated blindness, his obstinate 
perseverance in evil, swell the catalogue of 
crime, and he is but snatched as a brand 
from the burning, when the flame for lack 
of friel is on the point to expire. " Consider 
this, ye that forget God, lest he pluck you 
away, and there be none to deliver you." 
If the very thought of this calamity inspire 
dbread, think how inflnitely dreadfril must 
be the «dity when y«™elves «e prindpd. 
m the event. Shrink not from the contem- 
plation with that sensitive affection which, 
consulting only present ease, would cast a 

11 
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T^ over sueh rttal considerations; rather 
awake to lihe full extent and urgency of the 
daoger, md adopt the only means by wfaidb 
k ean ^fectually be ayerted. Persist no 
longer in the course which you may hitherto 
have pursued with reckless indiiference; 
look closely and narrowly into the state of 
your hearts; turn you at the reproof of 
heayenly Wisdom; set not her counsel at 
oaugfajt^ lest she *^ also lau^ at your cala^ 
mity, and mode when your fear cometh; 
when your fear cometh as desolation, and 
yowr destruction con^th as a whirlwind; 
when distress «Eid anguish cometh upon 
you." Difficult as it may at first appear to 
enter upon a new and untrodden path, the 
track becomes wider and less intricate as^ 
you advance: the scene changes: the wil- 
derness recedes: the landscape begins to 
open, till at last it bursts upon the view in 
all the loveliness of summer beauty. Curb 
awhile the impetuosity of youthful passions, 
and contrast this prospect of unalloyed de- 
lights with those faded scenes which inevit- 
ably accompany the satiety^ the peevishness, 
the dear-bought diseases of a premature and 
vitiated old age. Strive to enter in at the 



288 

strait and narrow gate, while health and 
strength may support you through the diffi- 
culties of your pilgrimage. Swerve not aside 
to the allurements of indolence or pleasure ; 
at the periods of rest and enjoyment be 
temperance your handmaid, and prudence 
your guide; and while your eyes are steadily 
fixed upon that Cross which leads you, as a 
beacon, to the end of your appointed course, 
omit not to offer to the bounteous Governor 
of the Universe the humble strain of gra* 
titude and love. '* Whoso o£fereth me 
thanks and praise, he honoureth me; and 
to him that ordereth his conversation right, 
will I shew the salvation of God/' 



SERMON XV. 
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PSALM XC. 9. 

We bring our years to an end^ as it were a tale that 

is told. 

This Psalm is said to have been composed 
by Moses, when God shortened the days of 
the munnurii^ IsraeUtes in the wilderness; 
It contrasts, in the. strongest manner, the 
vain and transitory state of man, with the 
eternal and unchangeable nature of the 
Godhead; and concludes with an earnest 
prayer, that we may be led so to. meditate 
upon death, as to prepare ourselves for its 
approach ; and that we may hereafter be 
deemed worthy to share the mercies which 
are promised us through the mediation of a 
Redeemer. Our church has thought pro- 
per to adopt it as part of its most solemn 
service, in order to impress upon our minds 
the vanity of human pursuits, and lead us to 
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the only source of lasting consolatid^ in 
sickness and sorrow, the promise of the life 
to come. To this purpose it is admirably 
suited ; and if we consider ourselves now as 
attending the funeral of the former year, 
every clause of it will call up reflections 
calculated to make us wiser and better. 
When we enter upon a new portion of time, 
we scarcely east our view to the end of it ; 
we think to crowd into it all the various 
pursuits pf pleasure or of business ; and 
should we by chance entertain any favourite 
project, whose completion lies of necessity 
beyond its boundary, we are apt to think its 
duration eternal. This is more peculiarly 
the case in childhood ; but although every 
succeeding year reads us a new lesson upon 
the shortness of lifife, many arrive at the limit 
usually allotted to human existence without 
ever making the application. It is when we 
look backward that the scene is changed ; it 
is by reflection upon the past that we learn 
the fleeting nature of that which is to come. 
The eveflts of a thousand years are crowded 
into so short a space in the relation, that 
they appear but as the history of a single 
day, or as a watch in the night. They are 
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carried away as with a flood, whose unest* 
pected and impetuous waters sweep all 
before them in an instant. They are as a 
sleep, from which when a man awaketh, he 
thinks the time passed in it to be nothing. 
They are as a tale, which is forgotten almost 
as soon as told; and nothing perhaps can 
be more mortifying to our pride than the 
reflection, that a tale pleasingly related im» 
presses the imagination, while millions of 
human beings pass unnoticed to their graves. 
Such considerations lead us to estin^^ the 
real value of our time, and to ask ourselves 
the serious and important question, whether 
We have employed it to the purposes for 
which it was bestowed ? It was given us, 
not to be wasted in the acquisition of 
tri^ng attainments ; not to be thrown away 
in scenes of luxury and riot ; but to be ap* 
plied in instructing the understanding, and 
improving the heart. Much of it is lost in 
sleep, and a still larger portion in the daily 
occupations necessary to our support and 
comfort ; but there is^ sufiicient left for ac^ 
tive benevolence, for the practice of the moral 
duties, for diligent enquiry after rehgioUs 
truths, and for the exercise of that habituai 

u2 
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piety which traces all its blessings to the 
Oiver of every good and every perfect gift ; 
and which knows that to share the bounties 
of Providence with the firiendless and the 
poor, is the purest enjoyment, and the best 
obedience. 

Let us all look back upon the year which 
is past, and endeavour to recollect how 
much of it has been exercised in acts of 
beneficence, or in such pursuits as we can 
reflect upon with satisfaction. How many 
days shall we^find to have been entirely 
dedicated to our private, concerns; how 
many to the pleasurable intercourse of so- 
ciety ;,how few, how very few to the noblest 
ends of our. being, the administering religi- 
ous consolation to the unhappy ! To many, 
of us every returning sun brings another 
day, fraught with all which can give solidity 
to domestic peace ; while hundreds of our 
neighbours are groaning under the weight 
of bodily afflictions, the want of necessary 
subsistence^ and^ what is far beyond these^ 
the wounds of the sjnrit. Have we been 
carefid tQ shew by our conduct to these 
" unhappy partners of pur kind," that we 
acknowledge the source from which our 
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own blessings flow, and th^t we' are desir6its 
to imitate the example x>f our grieat Creator, 
as far as our limited means permit? Have 
we made it our business diligently to ii^ 
quire what is the nature and extent of those 
mental sufferings, which add somanyaddi* 
tioiial pangs to sickness and sorrow ? Some 
persons think that they have performed all 
which Christian charity requires, when they 
have given pecuniary aid, and scarcely allow 
themselves to believe, that those who are in 
a lower station can be subject to the com- 
mon feelings of humanity. But the poor, 
as well as the rich, are dependant for much 
of their comforts upoii the caprice of those 
around them ; and to hitn .who has none of 
the powers of procuring enjoyment which 
are possessed by his more affluent neigh* 
hour, to live under the same roof with a 
violent and malicious temper, or to be asso- 
ciated for life to a loose and profligate 
character^, must be the hea^est of human 
afflictions. To him there can be but one 
source of consolation, the hope of a blessed 
eternity. And I know no better xneans of 
employing our time, than in exciting and 
eherishing that hea^nly hope ; in pointing 
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out the folly of all hiunaii schemes, the 
vanity of all htiinan wishes : and in leading 
the mind onward to that prospect of neverw' 
&ding joy, to wfaidi every hour brings us 
nearer, and which no bad passions will be 
permitted to disturb. To those persons 
who are not in the habit of visiting the sons 
and daughters of affliction, it will be matter 
of surpriae how little they are in general 
acquainted with the promises of the Gospel^ 
how much they need spiritual consolation, 
and how gratefully it is received. Such 
labour is never thrown away, although we 
may not reap its immediate fruits. When 
the. body is wasted with disease, the first 
medicines applied have not always a per- 
ceptible efiectj but they lay the foundation 
ofa gradual and radical cure. Soitiswith 
the diseases of the soul. A mind, long ac-* 
customed to the contamination o£ vice, can* 
not be expected to recover immediately its 
natural tone ; it requires much of advice, of 
argument, of salutary reproof, to rouse it to 
a conviction of its own depravity, and bring 
it to a proper sense of its dependance upon 
him, whose invitation is particularly ad- 
dressed to the lowest of mankind, who 
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** came not to call the righteous, but sinners 
to rep^itance/' If our endeavours are suc- 
cessful when thus applied^ we have not only 
the consolation of having restored a lost 
sheep to the fold^ but we have laid '' Up for 
ourselves treasure in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, nor thieves 
break through and steal/' Ev0n if our 
exertions are unsuccessful, we have sown 
the good seed, which some more favour- 
able opportunity may bring to perfection; 
and in this review of life, we dwell upon 
days thus spent with sincerer rapture^ than 
upon all the weeks and months which have 
been sacrificed to personal indulgence, to 
the gra4ual destruction of the bodily 
frame, and to the gratification of passions 
which make still deeper inroads upon the 
soul. All else has vanished as the mist 
of morning spread upon the mountains ; 
it is an idle tale unworthy our remem- 
brance ; but the record of the time passed 
in administering the consolations of re- 
gion is grateful as the noon-day sun, 
and its reward shall be eternal as the 
Judge who hears it. 

It is impossible to display more strongly 
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the vanity of human pursuits than by asking 
whether in the past year there is a single 
day which you would desire to .five over 
again ? Is th6re any one ev^oEt so unmixed 
with bitterness that you could wii^ to recal 
it ? We may all sincerely resolve that, wrae 
the past to return, we would endeavcmr to 
employ it more efficaciously to our own 
improvement and the glory of our Maker; 
but those which we had marked for happier 
days have been clouded in their decline, and 
tempests accompany them into the night of 
time. We still reflect perhaps upon their 
former brightness with a mixture of disap- 
pointment and regret : but the heart, which 
is at peace within itself, and has humbled 
itself in the presence of its God, would not 
wish to have been spared a i^gle sorrow, 
whether of punishment or of trial, convinced 
that he proportions the evil to our power of 
su£^ring, and that ^' with the temptation he 
makes a way to escape, that we may be able 
to bear it." 

If such be the tenure of our being; if by 
far the lari2:er portion be filled up with sor- 
rows, if ofr Measures when mnLed give 
SO little satisfaction in the remembrance; 
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how grateful ought we to be for that pro- 
vidential core which excludes us from the 
knowledge of the fiiture! We feel anxious 
to ascertain previously the success of our 
labour, vainly thbJg ^ «.«h infW 
tion would be most advantageous m our 
progress through life. But we forget that, 
if we are destined to receive what will give 
pleasure in the attainment, by previously 
Lowing the re«dt we l<»e aU reL in the 
pursuit ; and if disappointment and misfor* 
tune be our lot, their continual dread is 
destructive of , every present enjoyment. 
Against so fatal a faculty ignorance is the 
surest and only preserVative; unless with 
this attribute of the Omniscient we also 
possessed that perfect and unerring wisdom, 
which can convert good and evil ahke to 
our happiness aud nnprovement. May no 
unhallowed hand dare to lift the veil which 
conceals from me my future self, and bring 
into one view all the multiphed afflietionls 
which Heaven perhaps may have determined 
in its mercy to bring singly upon me! The 
loss of a friend endeared by a thousand acts of 
recollected kindness lies heavy at the heart; 
who then could bear to behold aU the ties 
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which bind him to mortality unloosed, and 
his dearest connections dropping one by one 
before him into the grave ? Who could }iear 
with equanimity that his allotted portion of 
sorrow should be administered by the friend 
nearest his bosom^ for whose life he would 
sacrifice his own ? Such a discovery would 
destroy all mutual confidence between man 
and man ; it would harass the soul with the 
continual reflection of anticipated evil ; and 
there is reason to fear lest in many instances, 
where the mind is not sufficiently fortified 
by religious considerations, all the ills of 
life, bursting at once upon the perception, 
should overwhelm the senses, and hurry 
many persons uncalled into the presence of 
their God. 

Let us then, my beloved brethren, remain 
satisfied with the knowledge of our present 
lot, and lift up our souls in humUe gratitude 
to Him who has shut up the book till the 
time of the end. And while we look for- 
ward with pious hope to the consummation 
of all things, when the ^' Angel, shall swear 
by him that hveth for ever and ever that 
time shall be no more," let us endeavour to 
gain instruction from the former year for the 
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better regulation of that which has lately 
commenced. Let us determine to dedicate 
regularly twice each day a portion of it to 
the service of our Maker, and never to neg* 
lect any opportunity of acknowledging our 
dependence upon him. Let us recal to 
mind all his tender mercies of old» and the 
unexpected blessings with which he has 
deigned to visit us. Let us wean ourselves 
ihnn those fantastic joys which amuse us 
only to deceive, and limit our desires to the 
possession of such rational delights, as em*- 
ploy the fiiculties while they mend the 
heart. To the poor and the unhappy we 
should be ever ready to extend the hand of 
chanty, and pronounce the accents of peace; 
and those who have nothing else to bestow 
should recollect that to their sick and afflict- 
ed neighbour they can give their advice and 
their prayers. This is the noblest exercise 
of time ; this is '' so to number our days as 
to apply our hearts unto wisdom." If we 
regularly exercise ourselves in these delight- 
ful employments, we shall lose our taste for 
every pursuit which is unworthy our Christian 
calling, and be astonished at the delusion 
which could ever be gratified with the empty 
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vanities o^ worldly minds. Every succeed- 
ing year, instead of being compared to an 
idle vision of the night, will leave behind it 
the recollection of some substantial good: 
a family rescued from penury and ruin, or a 
soul reconciled to the favour of its Redeemer 
and its God. And when we find our spirits 
flagging, and our natural weakness yielding 
to the obstacles opposed to our progress, let 
us occupy ourselves with the contemplation 
of our latter end, of the shortness of .human 
life, and the instability of all its enjoyments. 
When Moses composed the ninetieth Psalm, 
God had declared that on account of their 
obstinacy and unbelief all the Israelites ex- 
ceeding the age of twenty years^ who came 
out of Egypt, except Joshua and Caleb, 
should perish in the wilderness. The usual 
limit of human life, as the Psalmist observes, 
is threescore years and ten ; but the whole 
of this vast multitude were doomed to death 
before the expiration of the p^od between 
their quitting the land of Pharaoh and pass* 
ing over Jordan. The prospect of being cut 
off at that age, when man is in the full 
vigour of his youth, must deeply impress 
£he mind with salutary terrors ; yet who can 
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say, my friends, th^^t any of us shall survive 
till the seasons shall' have completed their 
accustomed round, and we are called to 
meditate upon the conclusion of another 
year ? Man, like the fading leaves of autumn, 
is continually falling around us; and every 
day, every hour, gives the repeated warning, 
'' Set thine house in order, for thou shalt 
die." Yet "who knoweth the power of 
thy wrath?" Notwithstanding God has so 
strongly, so openly manifested his abhor- 
rence of siUf which originally brought upon 
the world the unlimited train of diseases, 
calamities, and sorrows, who ever turns from 
the nevef -ending round of business and 
pleasure, seriously to consider the effects of 
his indignation ? We acknowledge his power, 
because its consequences are too plain to be 
denied; and when his '"judgments are in 
the earth/' we give perhaps a cold assent 
to their justice ; but in defiance of admo- 
nition and example we continue our course, 
and dance to the torch which lights us to 
destruction. To-night to the revel! To- 
morrow — who ^hall declare it ? This day 
and the next may be the festival of joy : the 
gilded vessel may catch the gale, and float 
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upon the billow; but the rock, the whirl- 
wind, and the tempest are at hand, and only 
wait to whelm it more surely in the deep 
without sounding the note of preparation. 
Look then diligently, I beseech you, to the 
seamarks appointed to regulate your course; 
suffer not the warning voice to be uttered 
in vain ; pause ere it be too late from the 
unsatisfying pursuits of the giddy and the 
ignor»i, let it be the object of you, emu- 
lation, your daily employment, to acquire 
that " wisdom which is from above," which 
inculcates unaffected piety and purity of 
heart ; for " the fear of the Lord is the be- 
ginning of wisdom, and to depart from evU, 
that is understanding/' Launched upon the 
ocean of life, our utmost prudence may not 
av«l to escape the innumerable dangers by 
which we are surroimded ; but it is in the 
power of every passenger to avoid making 
shipwreck of that hope, upon which depends 
our real and lasting happiness. When our 
Almighty Father allotted to mankind their 
various stations, capacities and opportuni- 
ties, he made them all eUfml in that essen- 
tial point, the ability to ensure his favour 

by improving the talents committed to their 
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care. Are you poor? You may rival the 
most affluent in the possession of heavenly 
treasure. Are you ignorant ? The stores of 
true knowledge are abundantly multiplied 
in his Holy Word, and by the assistance of 
his ministers become easy of attaimnent. 
Are you sorrowM and afflicted? Eagerly 
embrace the consolations affl>rded by his 
grace, and both mental and bodily oppres- 
sion will be readily forgotten in that inspiring 
confidence, which extends the view beyond 
this temporary scene to happier regions of 
purity and peace. With him is no respect 
of high or low, rich or poor, in reference to 
an immortal reward ; all pass through one 
common inlet, the portals of the grave ; and 
the uses to which they shall have dedicated 
this infancy of being, plead without favour 
or affection for their eternal doom. No 
wealth can bribe, no rank conciliate, no 
eloquence divert the settled purpose of that 
impartial Judge; virtue and vice, with all 
their nicer shades of discrimination, are ac- 
curately registered in the book of his remem- 
brance, and sentence will be scrupulously 
adapted to the testimony of the record. 
With him " is no variableness, nor shadow 
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of turning/' The declarations made in his 
mortal capacity will receive the sanction of 
the Godhead ; and being '* the same yesterr 
day, to-day, and for ever," his decrees par- 
take not the inevitable nature of earthly 
judgment, but are equally free from the 
suspicion of error or partiality* ,The sin- 
ner, who persists in violating the laws of 
God and man, is assured of incurring the 
penalty of crime; the sincere and active 
penitent is by the same authority assured of 
pardon and acceptance. Let it not be vainly 
imagined that the rigour of his justice will 
eventually be swallowed up in the abundance 
of his compassion ; the earth which we in- 
habit is but as a grain of sand or as dust in 
the balance, when weighed against the in- 
finity of worlds which are rolling around us, 
and severity to a few may be mercy to a 
universe. Indulge not yourselves in fond 
speculations and curious enquiries ; cast aside 
that useless anticipation which leads astray 
the sensQs while it perverts the understand- 
ing. Above all things, mortify the heartless 
pride which, plumuig itself upon superior^ 
grace and favour, degrades the Majesty 
of Heaven to the similitude of an earthly 
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Potentate, and would introduce into tHe 
court of the Most High thie affections, the 
weaknesses, the passions of mankind. With- 
drawing your mincls from such imwarranted 
hopes, confine them to the consideration of 
your present state, and employ the interval 
of Time in preparing for Eternity. Deaf 
alike to the voice of indolence and pleasure, 
estimate the value of a few fleeting years 
solely as they may conduce to your immortal 
interests, and diligently apply them to the 
work of your salvation. Small as is the 
gratification derived fi-om the retrospect of 
life when we are trembling upon its verge, 
few quit without regret their temporary 
abode, for few can look to the past without 
bitterness, or to the fiiture without appre- 
hension. And if the best of us feel alarm 
at that awful period, how strictly ought we 
to prepare the materials of our account, 
ere the sun which lights us hastens to his 
decUne. By a proper use of his meridian 
brightness we shall be enabled to dwell 
with satisfaction upon the evening of his 
rays; and as we sink with him into dark- 
ness, may we leave behind us the lustre of 
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bis unclouded set, as iJbe mild and tempered 
end>lem of our earlier course, and the ear- 
nest of that glorious mom, which shall 
Usher us with joy into the presence of ^xur 
Redeemer. 






SERMON XVI. 

ISAIAH xxxvin. 10, ll. \ 

I said, in the cutting of of my days, I^hall go to 
the gates of the grave, I am deprived (if the rest*- 
due of my years. I said, I shall not see the Lcyrd, 
even the Lord, in the land of the living ; I shall 
behold man no more with the inhabitants qf the 
world. 

Whjen Ismajij th€ «on i>f Amo^, WW seat to 
Hffiseklah, king of Juddb, to wato bim of ^^ 
proaphing denjth, %h» idoaareb hmg eWidv 
less, and dreading h»i the root and pro^ny 
of Da¥id, of yflome lineage the Miwisiah wiit 
to come, should be utterly destroyed l^ bis 
unexpeeted deeease, turned from the obier-^ 
^aticn of his domestacs, and gsiye himself up 
to humiliation and pmyen Venturing to 
plead with the Ahnighty lor a continuanoe 
of his protection, he reminded bun of the 
seal with whieh he had nulintained the woTf 
ship of the temple, and earnestly represented 
the piety ef his conduct. Hisjpetition was 

x2 
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heard ; the Prophet was sent a second time 
with &vourable tidings, and the sun went 
miraculously backward ten degrees upon 
the dial, in token that fifteen years were ad- 
ded to his life. Hezekiah composed upon 
this occasi(m the animated and pathetic 
prayer, of which my text is a part, as a 
memorial of his recovery and his gratitude. 
Its commencement is forcibly descriptive of 
despondence and alarm. The subjects 
whom he had governed with paternal care ; 
the fiiends whose converse had been his de- 
light, whose fidelity had been his support ; 
the awful and imposing services of the tem- 
ple, where a nation joined the dioir of praise 
and thaid:s^ving ; all rushed irresistibly up- 
on his remembrance, and made him ding to 
the firail and perishing tenement of his .mor- 
tal abode. The ; nervous and debilitated 
state of his body administered to his feaars, 
and he trembled for the stability of the 
Church which he had been instrumental in 
restoring, and which was not yet sufficiently 
reestablished, to resist without royal pro- 
tection the attacks of its enemies. These 
considerations and this terror proportion^Uy 
edianeed the joy of his deUverwee, .Meh 
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he embraced as the earnest of God^s saving 
grace; and he determined so to regulate 
the course of his fiiture days as to merit the 
favour of the King of Kings. " Thou, 
said he, hast in love to my soul delivered it 
from the jHt of corruption; for thou hast 
cast all my sins behind thy back. The grave 
cannot praise thee ; death cannot celebrate 
thee ; they that go down into the pit cannot 
hope for thy truth; the living, the living, 
he shall praise thee, as I do this day : the 
&ther to the children shall make known thy 
truth." The remainder of his life accorded 
with these pious resolutions; and having 
erred in his conduct to the ambassadors 
from Babylon, he humbled himself before 
the Almighty with such penitence and con- 
trition as materially to delay those judg- 
ments, which had been denounced against 
his house and country. His reign was ad- 
vantageous to the interests of his kingdom ; 
his public and private conduct conciliated 
the esteem and affection of his subjects; 
and when he descended in peace to the 
sepulchre of his fathers, all Judah and Je- 
rusalem united to do him honour, celebrating 
the praise of his piety and justice, and 
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ponnffmg His virtaes to everktdting rtoiem* 

It tnay. b^ suppctted that a dtcmntstanee 
90 truly wonderftil as tbe heaUng of Heze- 
kiah's sickness, to accomplish which God 
»ii»ly iBt«p«sed by hi. Prophtt, and whW. 
wm genetally. known to the whole kingdom 
of Jndah, most have had a conrespondiiig 
(t&tet upon aU who heard it ; and you may 
tkink^ that if such an event were to happen 
in bar days, attended by the same unequi- 
vpesA marks of a divine revelation, none but 
th^ most abandoned omiers couM be deaf 
to the afani^hty wamii^. Yet hiive none of 
you, my brethren, been so reduced by siok* 
hess and £sease, so boriie down and op* 
premised by calamity and scntow, as to put 
the chance of deliverance at an immeastirdble 
distance, and make the hand of Frovidenee 
apparent in your recovery and restoration? 
And can those, who have been thus pre*- 
eminently blessed, honestly declare that 
they have manifested a proper estimation of 
the benefit, and that, not confining them^ 
selves to present acknowledgments and tem^ 
porary devotion, they have ever entertained 
so deep, so serious ah impression of the 
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Divine goodness and long^soflfeiitig^ as US 
dedicate their lives to the service of that 
aU-giBcious Being, to whom they aJ^ in- 
debted for health and preseifvation ? Should 
it be observed, ihat sach cirbumstetices are 
too consonant with the common accidents 
and routine of life to affect the general feel^ 
ing in a powerful degree, but that '* if one 
went unto them from the dead,^ snatched 
by miracle from the bnnk and pi^cipice of 
the grave, " they would repent ;" I must 
answer them in the words of the Patriarchi 
6n a similar occasion, ^' if they hear not 
MoseiS and the Prophets, neither will they 
be pe!rsuaded, though one rose from the 
dead." " The testiniony of Jesus i* the 
s^iirit of prophecy ;" his birth, his sufferings, 
his death, were gtaduatlly revealed and ac- 
curately described; his triumphant return 
from the conflict with death and hell is 
attested by witnesses incapable of deceit ; a 
voice from heaven proclaimed the dignity 
of his birth ; and signs and wonders attended 
him from his cradle to his grave. His 
resurrection is most abundant in testimony, 
and most stupendous in its effects; the 
prodigies of olden time are lost in the com- 
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parison, and no evidence could be moire 
convincing than the authority with which he 
taught, no eloquence so, persuasive as the 
wisdom with which he spake. 

Let this be the continual subject of our 
religious meditation, and while we dwell 
upon the affecting scenes which preceded 
his departure, let them lead us to the awful 
business of self-examination, and raise our 
fiouls in gratitude to the Governor of the 
Universe for the personal mercies which 
we have experienced. And let it ever be 
esteemed a peculiar mark of his goodness 
that we have not been summoned without 

■5 ... . . 

previous wammg into his presence, before; 
our minds have been softened to receive his 
instructions, and listen to his commands. 
^e are taught to pray in our public service 
against sudden death, as a most grievous 
calamity; for few, very few, have so throughly 
'' cleansed their hearts, and washed their 
hands in innocency," as to be prepared at 
all times to render their final account at the 

ft ■ ' 

tribunal of their God. Careless and idle 
thoughts are apt to intrude upon our gayer 
and miguarded moments; the world, and 
the world's pleasures too frequently occupy 
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our time and our reflections ; and who would 
willingly pass from the banquet or the social 
scene to the dark and silent mansion of the 
grave? Whenever it shall please the Al- 
mighty Disposer of our fate to recal the 
spirit which he gave, may we, my friends, 
be found by his messenger in the pursuit of 
those employments which accompany a life 
of active Christianity; may some sickness, 
or misfortune, or instant danger, have re- 
minded us to " trim our lamps ;" may op- 
portunity be afforded us for more accurate 
preparation than the necessary businessr of 
life will always permit ; sufficient space at 
least to offer up a dying prayer throiigh the 
merits of a Redeemer's passion, or to say 
with the first martyr when at the. point' to 
expire, " Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 

It is in this instance indeed that death is 
most frightful to contemplate, but in all 
circumstances and at all times he is a king 
of terrors. To some persons he comes with 
pain. and diseases in his train; sleep and 
repose vanish at his approach ; an emaciated 
countenance and a w^asted frame bespeak 
the last struggles of suffering humanity. 
Perhaps a few days since his victim was 
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Surrounded with gaiety and splendour, in-^ 
diilging in every gratification which riches 
can purchase cat health bestow. Where 
now are the vanities of life, and what is 
their amount ? They are past, for ever paisrt^ 
9iid the soul sickens at the remembrance. 
To bodily pain is superadded vexation at 
the petty triumphs which once excited a 
feehng dignified with the name of happiness; 
disappointment at the little solid benefit 
derived from pursuits which were once con- 
sidered the business of life; and remorse, 
unavailing remorse, for time mispent, for 
talents misapplied, for wealth squandered 
upon the idle and profiigate, while the 
deserving were suffered to pine in misery 
and want. Such things are painful to de- 
scribe, and bitter to reflect upon; but to 
silch a maQ the protracted illness which 
precedes dissolution is a trial from the 
throne of mercy. In proportion as hrnnaxt 
scenes fade, and human views are. humbled 
in the dust, the feelings are chastened, the 
heart corrected, and the soul seeks for re- 
pose, where alone it can be found, in the 
bosom of its Saviour and its God. 

At other times, when the approach of 



315 

death is not accompanied with much bodily 
dsS&^tvm, he brings perhaps the recollection 
of crimes winch press down and oTerwhehn 
the soul; not oidy the neglect of positive 
duties, but the actual commissioii of flagrant 
enormities ; not only the indulgence of per- 
sonal. vices, but the aittempt to bring sorrow 
and ruin upon others. No pangs which 
rack the body are equal to these which tel*- 
rify tihe miod. *' The spirit of a man will 
sustain his infirmity, but a wounded spirit 
who can bear ?" For the terrors of a troubled 
imnd there is but one resource : faith in an 
all-powerfid Redeemer, who offered himself 
upon the cross as a sacrifice fas the sins of 
the whole world, and who has by his blood 
washed out every crime which the hand of 
man can perform, or the heart of man con- 
eeive« Strait is the gate and narrow is the 
way which leadeth to eternal life, but every 
truly repentant sinner is invited to enter it^ 
Mevcy and salvation are profiered to all 
upon the same terms; the enjoyments of 
another world are not to be purchased by 
sacrifice and oblation for sin; but are offered 
fifeely to those who humble themselves with 
penitent hearts before Almighty God; who 



316 

have a firm belief in the merits of a crucified 
Saviour, and who really give proofe of a 
contrition which leads to amendment of life; 
^' The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit ; a 
broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise." 

But even when the heart is most pure in 
the sight of its Maker, and when the firame 
sinks by a gentle and gradual decay, there 
is something severely awflil in the presence 
of death. Hope beckons onward, and 
pomts on high; man, clogged with the im* 
perfections of his nature, still doubts and 
trembles. Or perhaps other objects disturb 
the tranquillity of his departure, and seek 
to detain the spirit on the verge of eternity. 
Friends and relations press around him, '^eU'- 
deared by innumerable acts of kindness; 
children, left fatherless at an age when much 
of their provision and prospects is dependant 
upon his life ; and possibly the chosen com- 
panion of his earthly pilgrimage, his support 
and comfort in all its dangers, expecting 
every moment to be deprived of their pro- 
tector and her ^own. Such witnesses cast a 
gloom round the death-bed of the best men ; 
and when the soul has most need of fortitude 
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and self-possession, they collect into one 
point all the most afflicting of human feel- 
ings, and interpose a last momentary veil 
between the hope and the certainty of glory . 
It is unnecessary to remind you how deep 
an impression must be left upon the minds 
of those who have passed through any of 
these scenes, iand been blessed with a 
happy recovery. Persons, whose passions 
are not chastened, whose affections are not 
purified by the influence of such inflictions, 
must long since have been hardened against 
the lessons of their heavenly Parent, and 
lost to the feelings of gratitude and love. 
Yet surely no spirit of mortal man can be 
proof against those supernatural terrors, 
which are increased by the debiUty of the 
corporeal ftiame, and hei^tened by a sense 
of approaching judgment. But as the na- 
tural landscape lessens in the distance, and 
the most prominent objects diminish to a 
point as we gradually recede, so likevdse 
the heaviest afflictions become softened in 
the retrospect, till they insensibly disappear 
to the mental view> leaving too frequently 
neither memorial of their bitterness, nor 
trace of our improvement. The repeated 



reeurr^ice of mel^iieholy objiects is neces^ 
sary to correct aad fortify the soul ; and w« 
may deem it fortunate for our etoroal in- 
terests that we are sometimes required to 
aceompany a departed relative or iriend to 
Oiat dark and narrow abode, which is the 
last asylum of the body when separated from 
the spirit, and the most a&cting memento 
to the living of their inevitable fiite* Look 
aroimd you. my Christian frioids, and con-^ 
»d« whether Lj .f your ow. c<n»ec«»»» 
or acquaintance have lately bowed beneath 
the resistless stroke, to whom you have 
been accustomed to look up as abounding 
in those sources of happiness which checo: 
and embellish a life of retirement, and add 
to the blessings of domestic peace, by swellf- 
ing the fimds of Charity and Pity. A few 
months imght shew you how surely man is 
wedded to calamity, and how necessary aii 
Ahnighty Parent deems the experience of 
sorrows even for those, who apiply the gift 
to the purposes of the Bestower, and regu^ 
late their life between fear and obedience. 
The youthful and the aged friend are sum^ 
moned alike to their account ; the child is 
snatched from the parent, the husband from 

II 
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the partner of his bosom ; and a short re- 
spite permitted to melancholy reflection 
Upon past endeuinents gradually prepares 
the Midowed mourner for sn^Beang and for 
death. In some instances the trial is painfy 
and lingering ; in others the close is morci 
sudde^ii and unexpected In all, th^ ^ood- 
ness of God is eminently displayed, ^o 
^da^ to the circumstances of the sui^Fer 
the tests best calculated to prepare the soul 
for that eternal state upon which it is about 
to enter; and to impress upon survivors the 
uncertainty of our being, the precarious 
nature of aU earthly enjoyments, and the 
nece^ity of cultivating instantly and un"* 
ceasingly the graces of the Christian lije. 
In your attendance upon the last hours itf 
those whom you deplore, you must have 
witnessed the terrors of the unrepentant sin*r 
ner, as well as the calm and peaeefiil resigna^ 
tion of the sincere disciple of Jesus. What 
then, think you, chiefly enables those who 
axQ called from a mortal to an immmrtal 
state, to bear up undismayed against the 
increasing weight of bodily affliction, and at 
last to welcome with tranquillity the most 
terrific of the messengers of the Most High ^ 
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What, but an early acquaintance with their 
Saviour and their God; an habitual depen- 
dence upon his goodness for the bounties of 
the present life, and a thorough conviction 
of his mercy and truth ? The seeds of piety 

&irest promise with i^c^easing years, and 
are sure at a more mature. petiod to bring 
forth finiit in abundance. X would i^ongly 
impress this important and consoling ifact 
upon all whose children :are 'dear;to thSemV 
and exhort them to illustrated and enforce 
the precept by the &niiliar. example bf some 
pious neighbour, who has yielded .his pir^ 
ing breatb in the weU-foundedl security of 
cqvfi,^ence and hope. The best : legacy be-> 
queathed by the worthy and the good is the 
instructive lesson of their: life; and it is a 
lesson, of whose benefits . we vare seldom 
jsufficiently sensible, till the 'moral teachers 
are past recal, and their sentiments and 
actions come softened to the remembrance. 
It then becomes an ad; of justice, as well as 
of public advantage, to record the virtues 
of departed worth ; and every individual 
should delight to enumerate the good ac- 
tions of the deceased, and the kindnesses 
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which he has himself received. Such recol- 
lections direct and regulate the mental 
powers, and increase the isnm of those ines- 
timable oonsDlart;iotts, which wean the unfor- 
tunate from brooding upon present ealanity, 
and give them the assurance of an sdter-life 
of happiness and glory. And when pining 
sickness preys upon the vigour of our man« 
hood, or the wasted and shattered ioftm of 
old age sinks by ti general and gradual de- 
cay, we sl^l dwell with additional satijBh 
&Ln ^ delight upon ««« ™tuo„ 
examples which have pointed us the road 
to an everlasting inheritance, and emouraged 
ns to persevere in its pursuit. Then will 
their image return upon the memory, puri*- 
fied from earthly dross ; and, if we shall have 
confonned our practice to the precedent of 
their lives, tliey will be to us the harbingers 
of joy and peace, and our spiritual con- 
ductors into that eternal presence, where 
tears shall be wiped from off all faces," and 
the pure in heart shall see Ui^r God." 

THE END. 
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